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Comments

As this issue emerges from your mailbox we will find ourselves well into the year and
just about to run out the millenium. The Society is moving ahead with several plans which
will hopefully keep us abreast or maybe ahead of the times. We have every reason to feel that
genealogy will be as popular in the twenty-first century as it certainly has been in the
twentieth.

APRIL SEMINAR A SUCCESS

The AGS Seminar held Saturday, 25 April, was quite successful both informationally
and financially. Mary Kegley brought a wealth of information (and more: please see Page 52)
from the fine genealogical heritage of Southwestern Virginia; we were honored to have a
number of fine vendors, and the noon lunch which was prepared by the excellent kitchen staff
of Highland Park Baptist Church was just downright good. AGS is very thankful to Highland
Park Baptist for permitting use of their meeting facilities for both our monthly meetings and
the Seminar. We are most pleased with the arrangement and hope it can be a longstanding
one. We are probably taking advantage of our fine president, John Miller, who is a member of
Highland Park and who can hopefully keep the Society in the church’s good graces.

Enough cannot be said to thank also our Seminar chair, Kelly Barnhill, who did an
amazing job of handling not only all the seminar details but also the birth of daughter Cecilia
in early March. Congratulations to her and husband John for carrying out both assignments
absolutely superbly.

(continued on next page)
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Comments (cont’d)

While visiting with Mary Kegley we found that her daughter Susan is married to Geoff
Marcy, astronomer at San Francisco State University, who with partner Paul Butler have discovered
at least six planets outside the solar system. Coincidentally the July Astronomy Magazine has a very
commendatory article about these two intriguing men, and the article even mentions Susan.
Congratulations to Mary and the Marcys.

THIS IS JUNE MEMBERS’ ISSUE

Page 55 begins this year’s Members’s genealogical submissions; 19 of you have done so,
and the quality this year is better than ever. We thank each of the 19 who took a lot of time and effort
to send their information in good time and good shape. Look it over carefully; there’s a wealth of
genealogy therein.

REPRINTS OF MARCH ISSUE PAGES

Your editor let his fingers do too much walking in the March issue, and the text on pages 36
through 41 was allowed to run into the masthead at the top so that the top line or two were
unreadable. These pages were part of the 1850 Census series and the information is much too
valuable to ignore. In the back of this issue, on pages 116-121 we reprint those pages, appropriately
identified so everyone can have a complete suite of information on the Census as prepared by the
late Barbara and Jerry Goudreau. Our apologies and hopes of a pardon earnestly apply.

FUTURE PLANS

We will complete the Census compilation in the September issue, finishing with Family
#423, the Edward Oliver family. There will also be some closing remarks Barbara had included
when she sent us the final package last year which we shall gladly and wistfully include as a fitting
close to two lifetimes of devotion to this profession. We intend, as we have said, to assemble their
entire work into book form in the near future and if we can it should be a veritable cornerstone of
Travis County genealogy in the 1850-1860 decade. Please, all readers who have supplemental
information on any families, send this to us at 4500 Hyridge Drive, Austin 78759, similarly to the
material we received from Maria Costley recently (Page 114). An already excellent compilation can
only be improved thereby.

The material on the Cumberland Gap in the March issue garnered several favorable
comments, which encourages us to include more material on Dr. Charles Walker, his journey, and
his journal sometime soon. As for Virginia, please read Peter Maxson’s excerpt of his great-great-
great?-uncle’s autobiography on Page 109 of this issue. We have also recently received some other
choice genealogical matter which we will have in a near issue.

Apropos of that, any reader, member or not, is welcome to send us publishable material
which we will do our best to incorporate. We ask mainly that it bear on area genealogy, ways we
got here (viz Cumberland Gap) or colonial or European roots and that it meet usual publishing
standards for veracity, content and size.

The Editor

Page 48



AGS Quarterly Volume XXXXIX, Number 2 (June 1998) Austin, Texas

PHOEBE SIMPSON

We regretfully record the death of Phoebe Simpson on15 March 1998. Phoebe and her
husband George were members of Austin Genealogical Society since they moved here
in 1987. Phoebe served on the Board of Directors for many years and she contributed
so much in her quiet unpretentious manner.

She was born 10 April 1919 in Tulsa, OK. and graduated from Oklahoma State
University in 1939. In 1944 she married then Sgt. George Simpson and following the
war they moved to Hawaii where they lived for 41 years. Phoebe was a member of
Mensa and was one of the first woman computer programmers in Hawaii.

The Editor and the Board of Directors extend sincere sympathy to George and their
family in their loss.

W\‘
- 2

The following is extracted from the EDITORS’ CORNER page of the National Genealogical
Society Quarterly, Vol. 85, No. 4, December 1997:

Research should be exhaustive. A reliable conclusion can rarely be reached until every available and
pertinent record is identified and examined. Genealogy is not a collection of names and dates. It is
a study of human lives and experiences. Names and dates are only two of the identifiers we use to
ensure that identities are correctly sorted, that lives are faithfully reconstructed, and that history
is reliably interpreted.

Conclusions should be based on original sources of the best quality available. Yes, we begin all research
projects with a literature search. The work of others can be a valuable shortcut. But the fact that
someone else has published or circulated material on our subject does not relieve us of the
responsibility to track the published details to their origins. That is how we verify that the
information has been correctly typed, interpreted, and linked. That is how we appraise whether the
creator of the information had unbiased, firsthand knowledge. That is our foundation for weighing
each piece of evidence against the other, as we search for truth and reality and accuracy amid a
confusing cacophony of records. '

Nothing should be stated or claimed without an explicit identification of source. Common sense applies,
of course. Facts that are “public knowledge” need no citation. If we write that the Civil War started
in 1861, a citation would be superfluous; but an assertion that Zachariah Zumswerdt enlisted on 26
September 1861 obliges us to support the statement with reliable evidence.

Research must be objective. Romantic notions, exaggerated claims, social prejudices, and political
correctness—for whatever reasons they may be indulged—are insidious corrosives that adulterate
the evidence we all depend upon. They warp society’s understanding of itself and thwart vital efforts
to create a brighter future.

—The Millses
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BOOK REVIEW

The McMillon-Stone Family History by Marjorie (McMillon) Sellers, 5517 Dennis Avenue, Fort Worth TX
76114-4503, was copyrighted by the author in 1997. Library of Congress Card No. 97-69421. Hard-bound, goid-
embossed, 6” x 97, 287 pages, typewritten, privately printed in USA. Photographs; reproductions of Bible records
and legal documents; hand-drawn migration maps; genealogical charts; 23-page index containing 2200 + names. $30
postpaid from the author, Mrs. Sellers.

The McMillon-Stone Family History includes data on connecting lines of Lindsey, Williamson, Hickson,
McDaniel/McDonald [All Mc names follow Murray in the index.] ,Clark/Clarke, Shults, and others. Earliest known
ancestors: Joseph McMillon (b. 1808 NC, m. Ann Elizabeth “Betsy” ...);Stephen Stone (b. 1750 Caroline Co. VA,
m. Kezziah A... .);Robert McDonald (b. 1780-90, d. 1843 Sevier Co. AR, m. Elizabeth _.);Robert Clark (b. 1804 NC,
wife unknown).

The Table of Contents amazingly gives the beginning page of the sketch of nearly every person in the direct
line, as well as Appendices I and II; Index to maps, photos and legal documents; and the Name Index (265-287).

Readers of this thoroughly researched book should be eternally grateful to Mrs. Sellers for one seldom-seen
step she took: Whenever she introduced another ancestor or current relative, she gave not only his/her parents but
his/her relationship to the author, via her great-grandfather, for example. This establishes the generation of the
subject and whether he/she was in Marjorie’s patemnal or maternal line.

She was, however, a bit remiss about another valuable asset to the book. Beginning on page 29, various
figures in parentheses started appearing in the text. Presuming they referred to footnotes, your reviewer turned to the
Table of Contents to locate the footnote pages but did not find them. I was baffled until page 131 turned up, headed
“References.” Similarly, References for “The Stone Line” start on page 204; for “The McDaniel/McDonald Line” on
page 207; and for “The Clark Line” on page 237.

An index to Maps, Lineage Charts, and other documents appears on pp. 261-64, a very helpful feature
indeed. The numbering system is rather unusual but the explanation on page 8 shows its advantages.

One editorial idiosyncrasy, not unique to this book, was rather annoying to this reviewer. The author could
not decide how to treat the familial prefix “great.” It appears as “our four greats grandfather;™* my great grandfather”
[which sounds rather boastful}; “my great, great grandfather” [even more bragging!]; “a gg granddaughter;” “My
great great-grandfather;” “grand daddy Coon;” et cetera. Then on page 143 I first noticed “My 4-greats grandfather;”
soon after which a “gr gr grandson” growled at me. [Most of the experts that I have encountered advocate placing a
hyphen after every “great” (spelled out) and joining each “great-” to grandfather, aunt, or whatever the relative might

. be. However, “stepfather” is a solid word.]

Regardless of punctuation eccentricities, this book is one of the most thoroughly researched family histories
this reviewer has ever seen. She presents not only vital statistics but her source for them, as well as varying versions.
She states every detail matter-of-factly, without omitting or glossing over the less praiseworthy OR exaggerating the
complimentary. Consequently, the book is believable, the people are likable, and each one is “findable” in Mrs.
Sellers’s fine magnum opus.

As she stated in the Preface, Mrs. Sellers did her best to “present each descendant as a real personality
within the time in history that he lived, giving his/her religion, occupation, political affiliations, military service,
education, property owned, places the family lived, any unusual or worthwhile accomplishments, and the cause of
death.” She commented elsewhere on how important it is to know what illnesses have afflicted your family so that
you can take steps to avoid them.

Marjorie Sellers is fortunate in having a husband who also is interested in genealogy and enjoys taking
“sentimental journeys™ with her. Her first step toward writing this fine book was a 12-week Basic Genealogy course
at the Fort Worth Public Library in 1969. She soon became a member of the Fort Worth Genealogical Society.

Austin Genealogical Society thanks her for the donation of this family history, and will deposit it in the
Genealogy Collection of the Texas State Library and Archives, where more people can enjoy it.

Helen H. Rugeley
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HAPPY HUNTING GROUND

Send your proofread information to Lorrie F. Henderson, 5722 Highland Hills Drive,
Austin TX 78731-4244, (512-451-2312).. Cutoff date is the 10th of the month preceding
the month of publication. Include at least one first name, date and place per query.
Please use names of months and the two capital letters for states. Letters may be edited
to our format. Queries are free but if a reply is desired, we would appreciate your
including a SASE. We would also request receiving 10c/page plus postage or a modest
donation upon receipt of a reply.

Note: Editorial comments, if any, are in italics.

BAKER/ PHILLIPS/ MEDLOCK — CAMP TRAVIS Desperately searching for my ancestors; a large part
ofthem came from “Camp Travis” [the Camp Travis information in the Texas State Historical publication was

sent; however, it may be that this WW Il camp is not the same, and much later than the one sought.]. Avery,

very old picture of REBECCA MEDLOCK BAKER (who m. SOLOMAN BAKER in Beli Co., TX in 1860's)
shows her holding banner “Old Glory Camp Travis.” One of this couple’s children was CANDAZIA BAKER
b. in TXis great-grandmother, who m. MAZE PHILLIPS . He is reputed to have been part Karankawa Indian.

Would like any information re: Camp Travis and/or people who lived there 1840's to 1900. Ricky Phillips,

P.O. Box 746, Vian OK 74962

@D@D@D@D@D@D@D@D@D@D@D’@D@D@D@D@D@D@D@D@D@D@D@D

ADAMS/ de ZAVALA Seeking connections of ZAVALA/ de ZAVALA family with the ADAMS family. Is
JOHN Z. (de ZAVALA) ADAMS connected with the eminent Zavala family of Texas history fame? Is the
Adams family connected to the JOHN QUINCY ADAMS family? JOHN ZAVALA ADAMS b. 31 March 1860
m. ROCHELLE (NELL) REED, b. 16 Oct 1868, MO, d. 23 Aug 1948, possibly N. Y. City; father: ALBERT
REED (1844-1925); mother SARAH JANE RUCKER (1847-1881). Children: JOHN JACK ADAMS and
CHARLES PROCTER ADAMS. Michael Albert Reed, 24961 Estribos, Mission Viejo CA 92692; 714-
768-4242; e-mail firelog@earthlink.net

GG @@ @@ @@ @@ @@ @GP @D @

STAPLETON/ COOPER Searching for burial sites of WILLIAM JASPER COOPER and ELMIRA
STAPLETON COOPER. He was b. Sept 1834, AL, d. probably between 1900-1903, probably TX, but not
listed in Colorado Co. TX deaths as expected. Reported to have enlisted on 18 Mar 1862 at Columbus,
Colorado Co. TX as private, by Lt. Roberdeau; Co. B, § Reg't, TX Infantry; discharged § Oct 1862,
Richmond Va. Father: DILLARD COOPER; mother: LUCINDA FONDERIN COOPER. Wife: ELMIRA
STAPLETON COOPER (not to be confused with Elizabeth Stapleton Cooper, her sister, buried at Live Oak
Cemetery, Manchaca, Travis Co., TX) may have been buried in Travis or Hays County; she was listed as
an 80-year old widow in the Colorado Co. TX 1910 Census. Her burial site also wanted. [W.J Cooper nor
Mrs. Ella Cooper in the approved applicants for Civil War Pensions, having folders in the Texas State Library
Archives, not of this family; referral to records at Hillsboro made.] Billy E. Cates, 7805 Hooper Ave.,
Bakersfield CA 93308; 805-393-6465.

@@ @GP G @@ @@ D@ @@ @@ @@ @@

POWELL/ WHITSETT/ WOOD Desire information about ancestors of JAMES HENRY POWELL (or
HENRY) b. KY 1825, lived in MO about 1835 to 1855 (possibly Callaway or Johnson Co.); m. LUCINDA (or
NANCY) WHITSETT (wife #2) abt 1856. Two children were born to James and his wife #2: NANCY JANE,
b. 18 Dec 1856, Lafayette Co. MO., and CLEO, date and place of birth unknown. The family moved west
to California abt 1859. NANCY JANE POWELL m. FRANK A. WOOD 21 Oct 1879, Fresno Co. CA. Grand-
daughter of Nancy Jane Powell is especially interested in ancestors of LUCINDA/NANCY WHITSETT and
the date and place of her death. Will be pleased to share info. about the Powell and Wood family histories

in California. Mrs. Reta Moore, 3800 Woodbrook Circle, Austin TX 78759; 512-345-5517.

HLovie Faster Henderson
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Seminar Speaker Brings Greétings from Southwestern Virginia
Mary Kegley reaffirms Austin connection between Virginia and Texas

While AGS secured Mary Kegley of Wytheville, VA as our 1998 seminar speaker for her
genealogical expertise, the Society benefitted in another very unique way. Wytheville (pro. with-ville) is
within a few miles of Austinville, both in Wythe County, Virginia. Austinville was the home of Moses and
Maria Brown Austin when one of their sons, Stephen Fuller, was born in 1793 The Austins moved to
Missouri five years later and it was from Missouri that Moses Austin and his son set out on his colonization
project for the northeastern province of Mexico known as Texas. All of us who grew up in Texas know full
well the Austin saga and Stephen’s overwhelming contribution to Texas independence.

So Mary came armed, so to speak, with three letters of greeting to the Austin Genealogical Society
from the Board of Supervisors of Wytheville, the Mayor of Wytheville, and the chairman of the Stephen F.
Austin Committee in that county; they were presented and read at the Seminar. A memorial to Stephen F.
Austin has recently been erected in the community, a project of which Mary and the entire area are quite
proud, and rightfully so. Copies of the three letters are reproduced herein, along with two views of the
memorial site. Please note the flags: U.S., Virginia, and Texas, which fly over the memorial. There are not
many states whose residents are selfless enough to permit flying another state flag on their turf. We feel
this is an ultimate credit to the character of the Old Dominion and its residents.

For the Austin Genealogical Society the Editor thanks Mary, the Mayor and city of Wytheville, the
county of Wythe and all their fine residents for sharing with us their part of a common heritage which
means so much to us all. We must all make a point of visiting Wythe County and the memorial when we
journey into that fine state.

TOWN OF WYTHEVILLE

COUNDI MANAGER §DRM 08 OOVERIMENT GINCE 1024

of the ol € mpd

Grestingsl As Mayor of the Tuwn of Wytheville, Virginia, | would extend greetings to the
of the iaty 2nd the citizens of the State of Texas on behalf of

the Town Council and the Town citizanry. In November 1997, | had the privilage of
| Texas citt during their viait to Wytheville. Their trip was to honor the

‘fatherofTems-StaphenF Austin. He is 8 very important link between the Town of
Wytheville and the State of Texas. AuwnwssbomlnwytheCoumy and he is held In
high esteem for his |fe and The y and recognition of Austin's

canbe d to argar i such as yours. Geneslogical societies
are Instrumenial in tracing the descenm of a person or famity which is iImportant for us now
and for future generations as well.

| &m sure your ization will th ghly enjoy the to be made by Ms. Mary
8. Kegley. Ms. nglsytaheldlnhlghmgarutvyme County and Town residents. She is
a member of the Southwest Virginia Geneslogical Society, has taught genealogy, and has
written, compiled and published numercus articles and books on local history and
genealogy.

| hope you have an informative snd enjoyable meeting, and 1 would extend to you the
Town of Wytheville's friendship. goodwill, and best wishes.

Very sincerely
P
sl S
Mayor
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NATIONAL BANK

Apil 15, 1998

Den-andsmtth:pubhcofTam
and Members of the Genealogical Society

It is indeed & pleasure to greet you by letier; however, it is an even greater pleasure to greet you
through my desr friend, Mary B. Kegley.

Mary worked with me on the Wall of Honor project in Wythevills to honor our fallen men and

" women who gave their lives in time of war, It was Mary’s visions that guided me to a successfol
completion of both the Wall of Honor and the Stephen F. Austin Memorial. Her visions, just as
yours, are based upon history and genealogy and are so important to our families, communities,
states, and the nation

leomdeachdwaayomwkmth:ﬁddofm Your diligence will encourage
the continuation of history end tradition to future generations.

History does scem to repeat itself, as my family came from Ireland and settied in Austinville in
1770. 1 am sure they knew the Austin family well.  Generstions Iater, our two families met
again at the dedication of cur monument to Stephen Anstin,

1 look forwand to sceing many of you in Apeil of '99 as | and my wife, Joyee, plan 1o make our
first visit to the Republic of Texas.

. 1 wish God’s richest blessings cn you and the State of Texas.

Sincerely,

=

Tom Bralley
Chairman - Stephen F. Austin Committee

INSCRIPTION ON AUSTIN MEMORIAL

STEPHEN FULLER AUSTIN, SON OF
MOSES AND MARY (MARIA) BROWN
AUSTIN, WAS BORN IN THIS
COMMUNITY ON NOVEMBER 3,1793.
HIS FATHER AND UNCLE
STEPHEN AUSTIN OPERATED THE
LEAD MINES HERE FROM ABOUT 1789
TO 1798. THE FAMILY AND NUMEROUS
MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY
MOVED TO THE LEAD MINES IN
MISSOURI WHEN STEPHEN WAS FIVE
YEARS OLD. FOLLOWING HIS FATHER’S
DEATH, STEPHEN BECAME A
COLONIZER AND POLITICAL LEADER.
FOR HIS HELP IN ASSISTING TEXAS
SETTLERS GAIN THEIR INDEPENDENCE,

HE BECAME KNOWN AS “FATHER OF TEXAS”

ohristisnsburp, virginle 24088-0600
Tolughens $40302-4961

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN MEMORIAL

Board of Supervisors
345 South Fourth Strect - Administration Building, Saite A
Wytheville, Virginia 24382-2598
Telephone (540) 223-6020
FAX (540) 223-6030

Aprl 10, 1988

Dear Friends and Membars of the Genealogical Society:

Wythe County Board of Supervisors and the citizens of Wythe County had
qum.mmdrmmuyw Billy Price tast yaar. This group
of Texans toured the County and visited the community of Austinville where Staphen F.

MmanbaMnancumnuwoﬂvyquam

ms«wwmwmu-wmuww
pfwndammmmbw This group
I inclivi

mmmnwwmw
oerm.)y-rmwy One of thesa indlviduals is Ms. Mary Kegley.

Wythe County is prowud to caim Ms. Mary Kegtey as one of our citizens. s,
inchude Bicentennial History

Blcantannial
Clerks Office researching the history of Wythe County and our ancestry.

We are sure that you will be sawed by the knowladiga Ms. Kegiey will share with
you concaming the history of Wythe County and the tink we have with the great Stats of
Texas. Wa would ike to mxtend an invitation to each and every mamber of your society
ant el Texans to come wisit Wythe County, birthpiaca of the Father of Texas, Staphen
F. Austin,

@i"ﬂéﬁwb@
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