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Honoring our ancestors’ lives and stories |
Fellow Genealogists,

Our hearts go out to the residents of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama who have
suffered the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. The storm and its floods destroyed homes
and apartments, businesses and workplaces, churches and temples, entertainment and
relaxation spots — all the things we all need to feel whole and alive. Sadly, many died.

Lynna Kaye Shuffield’s Sept. 1 “Loose Ends” column on Rootsweb talks about
the loss of family heirlooms in a disaster. “What would happen if you had five feet of
water in your home or, when you returned, found nothing but a foundation?” she asks.
“What would happen to your genealogy and family history research?”

Lynna Kaye suggests keeping a backup copy of computer genealogy with scans
of photographs and storing a copy of that backup in another location — maybe with
relatives mn another state. And her personal goal is to finish an ongoing project to scan
every important family document in her files so she’ll have an image if the original is
lost. She promises to back up the file, make a copy and store the copy away from her
home.

I’m sharing here the websites Lynna Kaye cites in her column as providing tips
for recovery of photos, papers, documents and precious heirlooms:

the.state.tx.us/disasterrelief/drdefault. html

archives. gov/preservation/emergency-prep/

fema.gov/ehp/is253/index.shtm

fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=5075

fema.gov/ehp/salvage.shtm, fema.gov/hazards/floods/care.shtm

fema.gov/ehp/, fema.gov/ehp/toolkit.shtm#dproc

cr.nps.gov/museum/publications/primer/primintro.html

You’re not imagining it: This is the June issue sent to you in September. Let’s
see how I do on getting the September issue to you in September. As always, I’m open
to your submissions, ideas and tips — even your criticisms. Take care.

Alana Moehring Mallard
Editor

Publication Title: Austin Genealogical Society Quarterly
ISSN: 1543-8547 Issue Number: 2(2005) Issue Date: June 2005
Frequency: Four Issues Per Year
Organization Name and Address: Austin Genealogical Society
c/o Alana Mallard, editor, 3310 Hancock Dr.,, Austin TX 78731
internet Web Site: www.AustinTxGenSoc.org
AGS is a not-for-profit organization chartered by the State of Texas
Unless otherwise mentioned, material copyrighted by Austin Genealogical Society
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Happy Hunting Ground

Edited by Kay Dunlap Boyd

PROFFITT/CHESTER/PATTERSON Young McKindred, b abt 1824 in TN-aft 1880 in St. Clair
Co., Ill. He m. Mary Jane Patterson, (1824 - July 1897) granddaughter of the Revolutionary
War veteran John Chester and wife Mary Birdwell Chester of Sullivan Co., Tenn., and dau. of
Jane Chester Patterson and (?) Patterson. Family lived in St. Clair Co., Ill. from 1850 until the
death of the parents. Children were: Nathaniel C. Proffitt b. 1847 Tenn.; practiced medicine in
Kingston, Hunt Co., Texas; d. May 5, 1922. James Lafayette Proffitt, b. 1850 Neosho, Newton
Co., Mo.; became a Methodist minister in mid-life in the Missouri/Kansas area. William Yancey
Proffitt b.1854 in St. Clair Co,, Ill.; a coal miner in the St. Clair Co. d. Aug 1919. John
McKindred Proffitt, born 1857 in St. Clair Co., Ill.; farmed near Montgomery Co., Mo., d. Feb
1935. George O. Proffitt, b. Aug 1859/60 in St. Clair Co., Ill.; was a railroad brakeman in St.
Louis, and Della Proffitt, b. 1866 in St. Clair Co., Ill.; m. Thomas Wilson of Jonesburg,
Montgomery Co., Mo., d Jan 1913. Who were Young McKindred Proffitt's parents? siblings?
Where in TN did he come from?

Donna Edgar, donna.edgar@sbcglobal.net.

CATLETT [ have been searching for the burial site of my great-great grandfather, Hanson
George Catlett. He died in 1854 in Austin, Texas. H. G. came to Texas in 1836 from Maryland
and was involved in much of the early development of Texas and especially the Austin area. He
has a cenotaph in the Texas State Cemetery, but still want to locate his actual bunal site.

Mary Helen Catlett Allen, Columbia, Mo., mallen@coin.org.

MCLAUGHLIN Seeking any information on family of Dr. James Wharton McLaughlin
9/7/1840--1/13/1909 m Tabitha Byrd (Bird) Moore, especially interested in descendants of
Wharton Byrd McLaughlin, M.D and Andrew C. McLaughlin, other children were James
Wharton McLaughlin. Jr. M.D., Frances Tabitha McLaughlin, Sarah Evelin McLaughlin,
Minnie Eliza McELaughlin.

Paul MacELachlan, pdmaclachlan@msn.com.

RHODES/SESSIONS Looking for parents of Pernicia [Pernecy] Rhodes, b. 15 Jan 1883 in
Gonzales Co., Texas. She married James Washington Sessions 22 Apr 1897. They had seven
children: John b. 1898, Stella b. 1900, James W., Jr., b. 1903, Annie b. 1904, Albert b. 1906,
Marlin Jacob b. 3 Jul 1909, Gladys b. 1912. Marlin was killed at the end of WWII and 1s buried
in France. Pernicia may have had a brother by the name of Thomas.

Barbara Singleton Hudnall, bobbie@direcway.com.

GRAVES/MUSINNA/PAYNE Seeking anyone with knowledge of these families buried in plot 44
at Oakwood Cemetery. Dr. Richard Graves died 1917. Other names in the plot are Talley,
Spence and Hamilton. Theft was done to their property and permission needed to proceed with

replacement of fencing. :
Kay Boyd, 1405 S. Meadows, Austin, Texas 78758, mkdb1405@aol.com.

Send queries to Kay Boyd, 1405 S. Meadows, Austin, Texas 78758 or mkdb1405@aol.com. Send
at least one first name, date and place per query. Queries are printed at no charge. Include
postal and/or e-mail address.
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Emily Croom

Saturday November 12
9 a.m. - Noon Open at 8 a.m.
Gethsemane Lutheran Church
200 W. Anderson Lane Austin

Presented by Austin Genealogical Society

FREE to AGS members
$15 to non-members

Seminar Topics include
Old Dominion Research: Our Virginia Ancestors
The Other Half of the Story: Researching Female Ancestors

Emily, a native Houstonian, is a nationally known author
and speaker, and has been active in genealogical research
since 1969. She writes for “Family Tree” and “Family
Chronicle” magazines and other genealogy periodicals.

Emily’s genealogy books include: |
“Unpuzzling Your Past: A Basic Guide to Genealogy”
“The Unpuzzling Your Past Workbook: Essential Forms
and Letters for All Genealogists”
“The Genealogist’s Companion and Sourcebook”
“The Sleuth Book for Genealogists: Strategies For More
Successful Family History Research”
“A Genealogist’s Guide to Discovering Your African-
American Ancestors”

Learn more about Emily Croom at her website:
www.unpuzzling.com

Visit AGS at www.AusTxGenSoc.com
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Descendants of James A. VERNON

1 James A. VERNON 1834 - 1907 b: October 30, 1834 in Mississippi d: May 24, 1907 in Alabama

. +Sarah Elisabeth KENDRICK 1831 - 1923 b: 1831 in Mississippi m: Abt. 1859 d: July 08, 1923 in, Cullman,
Alabama
2 John Austin VERNON 1859 - 1939 b: May 10, 1859 in Iuka, Tishomingo, Mississippi d: June 16, 1939 in ,

Kaufman, Texas

+Mary Elizabeth Osborne 1859 - 1931 b: June 08, 1859 in Arkadelphia, Cullman, Alabama d: July 17,
1931 in Hope, Hempstead, Arkansas

3 Donie Clara VERNON 1883 - 1960 b: December 12, 1883 in Alabama d: June 25, 1960

.. +William Wesley NORRIS 1882 - 1944 b: September 17, 1882 m: September 02, 1902 d: August 22,

1944
3 Joseph Gordon VERNON 1885 - 1970 b: January 24, 1885 in Alabama d: April 02, 1970 in Choudrant,
Lincoln Parish, Louisiana

.. +Lena Vivian JOHNSTON 1886 - 1980 b: August 21, 1886 m: January 30, 1907 d: June 30, 1980

*2nd Wife of Joseph Gordon VERNON:

.. +Hanie Wilson 1893 - 1969 b: September 04, 1893 m: October 1922 d: September 02, 1969

3 Hubert Earl VERNON 1887 - 1962 b: May 29, 1887 in Louisiana d: December 03, 1962 in Texas

.. +Willie Ophelia DODSON 1889 - 1976 b: January 04, 1889 in Wallace, Van Zandt, Texas m: December

01, 1910 in, Van Zandt, Texas d: February 14, 1976 in Dallas, Dallas, Texas
3 William Ernest VERNON 1889 - 1983 b: March 17, 1889 in Louisiana d: January 18, 1983

. .. +Mabel BAKER Abt. 1896 - b: Abt. 1896 in Texas

3 Cora May VERNON 1891 - 1972 b: February 18, 1891 in Arkadelphia, Alabama d: July 11, 1972
+William Franklin WILSON 1885 - 1969 b: 1885 m: October 20, 1909 in , Kaufman, Texas d: 1969

3 Lillie Pearl VERNON 1893 - 1973 b: August 04, 1893 in Louisiana d: August 28, 1973 in Elmo, Kaufman,
Texas

+John Reuben Wilson 1893 - 1969 b: January 26, 1893 in Wise, Texas m: 1912 in, Kaufman, Texas d:
May 14, 1969 in Terreli, Kaufman, Texas

3 James Carlos VERNON 1897 - 1975 b: February 02, 1897 in Louisiana d: October 30, 1975

.. +Annie Mae WILDER

3 Wesley Curtis "Jack"” VERNON 1900 - 1961 b: April 16, 1900 in Downsville, Lincoln Parish, Louisiana d:
May 06, 1961 in Dallas, Dallas, Texas

+Mary Nevada "Jackie" FROST 1911 - 1988 b: September 27, 1911 in Red Oak, Ellis, Texas m: June 29,
1935 in Waxahachie, Ellis, Texas d: June 1988 in Lancaster, Dallas, Texas

3 Vera Effie VERNON 1902 - Aft. 1973 b: January 16, 1902 in Dubach, Lincoln Parish, Louisiana d: Aft.
August 29, 1973

+Horace Clay BROOME 1895 - 1988 b: November 05, 1895 m: March 28, 1921 d: March 17, 1988 in
Henderson, Rusk, Texas

3 John Palmer VERNON 1904 - 1995 b: June 13, 1904 in Dubach, Lincoln Parish, Louisiana d: October 25,
1995 in Dallas, Dallas, Texas

+Winnie Mae STOVALL 1906 - 1990 b: November 07, 1506 in Terrell, Kaufman, Texas m: April 18,
1925 d: October 18, 1990 in Dallas, Dallas, Texas

Mary A. VERNON 1861 - 1959 b: November 21, 1861 in Mississippi d: December 21, 1959 in Vinemont,
Cullman, Alabama

+John Martin WRIGHT 1863 - 1940 b: August 24, 1863 m: Abt. 1881 d: December 28, 1940 in Hartselle,
Morgan, Alabama

3 Not Known WRIGHT

.. +Not Known BROWN

3 Sarah E. WRIGHT 1882 - 1966 b: March 04, 1882 in Alabama d: March 15, 1966 in Cullman, Cullman,
Alabama

+James W. ARMSTRONG Abt. 1890 - b: Abt. 1890

3 James Frank WRIGHT 1887 - 1983 b: March 15, 1887 in Alabama d: December 1983 in Hartselle,
Morgan, Alabama

+Vinie NOT KNOWN Abt. 1888 - b: Abt. 1888 in Alabama m: Abt. 1905

3 Vaina L. WRIGHT 1889 - b: April 1889 in Alabama

+James M. RUSHING Abt. 1885 - b: Abt. 1885 in Alabama m: Abt. 1905

3 Nelley N. May WRIGHT 1891 - 1896 b: September 19, 1891 d: January 31, 1896

3 Wwilliam M. WRIGHT 1894 - b: May 1894 in Alabama

3 John Earl WRIGHT 1897 - 1989 b: June 13, 1897 in Alabama d: June 18, 1989 in Alabama
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.. +0Ora Mae CHILDERS 1903 - 1986 b: October 03, 1903 in Alabama m: January 20, 1920 d: November

1986 in Hartselle, Morgan, Alabama
3 Agnes "Addie" WRIGHT Abt. 1900 - b: Abt. 1900 in Alabama
3 Ernest McPherson WRIGHT Abt. 1903 - b: Abt. 1903 in Alabama

. .. +Dora M. NOT KNOWN Abt. 1904 - b: Abt. 1304 in Alabama m: Abt. 1923

Ellen Sarah VERNON 1863 - Aft. 1916 b: 1863 in Mississippi d: Aft. July 05, 1916

+Not Known NOT KNOWN

Franil "Fronie” Malisa VERNON 1866 - 1959 b: December 18, 1866 in Mississippi d: October 21, 1959 in ,
Cullman, Alabama

+Henry ARMSTRONG 1868 - 1957 b: June 18, 1868 in Alabama m: Abt. 1890 d: October 18, 1957

3 Benton R. ARMSTRONG 1894 - 1976 b: April 05, 1894 in Alabama d: June 16, 1976

' .. +Bertha NOT KNOWN 1886 - 1952 b: September 18, 1886 in Alabama d: March 02, 1952

3 John Owen ARMSTRONG 1897 - 1969 b: September 01, 1897 d: January 29, 1969

' .. +Pearl Victoria NOT KNOWN 1901 - 1981 b: November 27, 1901 d: February 15, 1981

3 Lillie B. ARMSTRONG Abt. 1901 - b: Abt. 1901

3 Tressie Vilmer ARMSTRONG Abt. 1906 - b: Abt. 1506

Martha VERNON 1869 - Aft. 1916 b: March 1869 in Mississippi d: Aft. July 05, 1916

Caroline VERNON 1872 - 1951 b: March 11, 1872 in Mississippi d: March 22, 1951 in Sumiton, Walker,

Alabama

+John Marion MILLER 1871 - 1969 b: October 09, 1871 in Alabama m: October 01, 1889 d: February 27,

1969 in , Walker, Alabama

3 Vaner E. MILLER 1891 - 1980 b: January 02, 1891 in, Walker, Alabama d: October 1980 in , Walker,
Alabama

.. +Ira ROBBINS Abt. 1874 - b: Abt. 1874 in Alabama m: December 25, 1911

3 Sarah Jane "Sallie” MILLER 1893 - 1978 b: June 10, 1893 in Arkadelphia, Blount, Alabama d: November
15, 1978 in Ridgewood Health Care Center, Walker, Alabama

.. +Hubert ). STACKS 1891 - 1953 b: March 28, 1891 in Dora, Walker, Alabama m: February 16, 1913 in

York Mountain, Blount, Alabama d: March 18, 1953 in Empire, Walker, Alabama

3 Ida MILLER 1895 - 1902 b: December 06, 1895 in , Walker, Alabama d: August 08, 1902 in , Walker,
Alabama

3 Lela MILLER 1900 - 1987 b: April 12, 1900 d: April 1987

' .. +F. Otis BULLARD m: December 09, 1920

3 Elsie Mary MILLER 1902 - 1986 b: August 09, 1902 in , Walker, Alabama d: December 14, 1986

.. +Lecil Eldridge BANKSTON Abt. 1903 - 1951 b: Abt. 1903 in Alabama m: September 01, 1920 in

Birmingham, Jefferson, Alabama d: March 03, 1951
3 Alma MILLER 1905 - 1958 b: August 19, 1905 in Alabama d: April 17, 1958 in , Walker, Alabama

. .. +Jesse F. ROBERTS Abt. 1904 - b: Abt. 1904 in Alabama m: Abt. 1925

3 Ethel MILLER 1907 - 1997 b December 19, 1907 d: November 10, 1997 in Graysv:lle Jefferson,
Alabama

.. +Lee CHILDERS Abt. 1906 - b: Abt. 1906 in Alabama

3 Doyle MILLER 1913 - 1999 b: July 15, 1913 in Alabama d: February 07, 1999

. 2 Jimie VERNON 1874 - Aft. 1916 b: 1874 in Mississippi d: Aft. July 05, 1916
2 Wily VERNON 1877 - b: December 1877 in Alabama

Connie Wallace Perdue

9400 Ashton Ridge

Austin, Texas 78750-3457
clperdue@swbell.net 02/21/05
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Descendants of James Frances WRIGHT

1 James Frances WRIGHT Abt. 1825 - b: Abt. 1825 in Tennessee
+857a‘I‘ma PICKETT 1835 - Abt. 1874 b: 1835 in Tennessee m: October 30, 1853 in Wilson, Tennessee d: Abt.
1
2 "Buddy" WRIGHT
2 Malissa WRIGHT 1855 - 1932 b: April 04, 1855 in Nashville, Davidson, Tennessee d: January 17, 1932 in
Elmore City, Garvin, Oklahoma
..... +James T. BLAIN m: February 10, 1879 in , Denton, Texas
2 James Lafayette WRIGHT 1857 - 1918 b: September 1857 in Tennessee d: January 14, 1918 in,
McCurtain, Oklahoma
..... +Martha Jane LINDSEY 1869 - 1926 b: December 16, 1869 in, Polk, Tennessee m: May 17, 1890 in
Denton, Denton, Texas d: October 04, 1926 in Valliant, McCurtain, Oklahoma

James E. WRIGHT 1891 - b: February 26, 1891 in Denton, Denton, Texas

Bernice L. WRIGHT 1892 - 1959 b: April 28, 1892 in Denton, Denton, Texas d: December 14, 1959 in
Tulare, California

+Thomas "Tom” Harrington SPRAY 1892 - 1970 b: June 22, 1892 in Saint Jo, Montague, Texas m: June
10, 1913 in , Garvin, Oklahoma d: May 29, 1970 in Bakersfield, California

Elbert Earl WRIGHT 1893 - 1960 b: October 15, 1893 in Denton, Denton, Texas d: April 1960 in
California

+Sylvia Maude BRADSHAW Abt. 1900 - b: Abt. 1900 in Arkansas

Eunice E. WRIGHT 1893 - 1919 b: October 15, 1893 in Denton, Denton, Texas d: January 05, 1919
+James Martin PRATER

Frances "Fannie" A. WRIGHT 1899 - b: November 17, 1899 in Indian Territory, Choctaw Nation,
Oklahoma

+James "Butch” WOODS

Birdie Lillian WRIGHT 1902 - 1988 b: December 29, 1902 in Elmore City, Garvin, Oklahoma d: May 23,
1988 in Hugo, Choctaw, Oklahoma

+Elmer Clarence YOUNG 1897 - 1969 b: June 10, 1897 in , Pike, Arkansas m: 1919 in , McCurtain,
Oklahoma d: luly 12, 1969 in Oklahoma

Beatrice E. WRIGHT 1906 - b: April 26, 1906 in Elmore Clty, Garvin, Oklahoma

+Gene RICHMOND

John Columbus WRIGHT 1911 - 1979 b: January 21, 1911 in Elmore City, Garvin, Oklahoma d:
September 18, 1979

+Madeleine NOT KNOWN

Earlene WRIGHT

2 Mary Polly Easter WRIGHT 1862 - 1951 b: April 12, 1862 in Tennessee d: August 10, 1951 in Denton,
Denton, Texas
..... +Not Known FRANKS
*2nd Husband of Mary Polly Easter WRIGHT:

3

+Joseph T. FOLLANSBEE Abt. 1862 - b: Abt. 1862 in Illinois m: April 10, 1881 in Denton, Denton, Texas

Frederick F. FOLLANSBEE 1882 - 1936 b: June 15, 1882 in, Denton, Texas d: February 03, 1936

m*3rd Husband of Mary Polly Easter WRIGHT:

wWwwww

+James Milton SOLOMON 1865 - b: September 1865 in Tennessee m: April 14, 1888 in , Denton, Texas

Benjamin Bruce SOLOMON 1888 - b: October 03, 1888

Jennie SOLOMON 1890 - b: April 04, 1890

Virgil D. SOLOMON 1892 - b: Jupe 1892

Frances Carolina SOLOMON 1893 - b: November 1893

Claude Samuel SOLOMON 1897 - 1974 b: May 16, 1897 in , Denton, Texas d: June 08, 1974 in Grand
Prairie, Dallas, Texas

+Lena Erma SMITH 1902 - 1999 b: December 16, 1902 in Stillwater, Indian Territory m: July 11, 1925
in Vinita, Craig, Oklahoma d: January 31, 1999 in Oklahoma

Nathan SOLOMON 1899 - 1968 b: September 06, 1899 d: February 07, 1968 in Denton, Denton, Texas
+Verna Lee MAXWELL 1900 - 2000 b: May 10, 1900 m: May 25, 1922 d: October 03, 2000

2 Eliza Lyda Jane WRIGHT 1866 - 1942 b: December 15, 1866 d: June 23, 1942 in Deport, Lamar, Texas

+William Anderson BLACK 1868 - 1943 b: October 03, 1868 in Texas m: November 11 1885 in Paris,

Lamar, Texas d: May 20, 1943 in , Lamar, Texas

3

Arthur BLACK 1887 - b: December 1887 in Texas
+FEthel E. JENKINS Abt. 1898 - b: Abt, 1898 in Texas m: October 26, 1907 in , Lamar, Texas
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Bessie BLACK 1891 - b: March 1891 in Texas

+Not Known NOT KNOWN

Rubie BLACK 1893 - b: April 1893 in Texas

+Dock H. BELL

Douge 1894 - b: April 1894 in Texas

Curlee 1895 - 1985 b: June 07, 1895 in Texas d: September 03, 1985
+Bill TALLEY

Virgil BLACK 1897 - b: April 1897 in Texas

Ralph BLACK 1899 - b: November 1899 in Texas

Warren BLACK 1901 - 1980 b: February 11, 1901 d: December 1980 in Deport, Lamar, Texas
+Not Known YOUNG

Hester BLACK 1903 - b: 1903

Frankie BLACK 1904 - b: 1904 in Texas

+Not Known OATS

Bird BLACK 1906 - b: 1906 in Texas

Rena BLACK 1908 - b: 1908 in Texas

2 Fannie R. "Tillie" WRIGHT 1870 - 1940 b: January 19, 1870 in Jackson, Madison, Tennessee d: December
08, 1940 in Dallas, Dallas, Texas
..... +George Rial STOVALL 1867 - 1917 b: September 11, 1867 in Jepold, Mississippi m: November 10, 1887
in , Kaufman, Texas d: May 12, 1917

Virgil STOVALL

James STOVALL

Thomas Pinkney STOVALL 1890 - 1969 b: October 06, 1890 in , Kaufman, Texas d: October 06, 1969
+Lucy MILLS - Aft. 1935 b: in Texas m: June 16, 1910 in , Kaufman, Texas d: Aft. September 06, 1935
Lillie Ethyle STOVALL 1898 - 1979 b: August 10, 1898 in Terrell Kaufman Texas d: May 27, 1979
+Walter William HURT 1897 - b: 1897

Fanna Lee STOVALL 1900 - 1925 b: January 19, 1900 in Terrell, Kaufman, Texas d: March 11, 1925 in
Amarillo, Potter, Texas

+Claude FOX m: Abt. March 13, 1920 in , Kaufman, Texas

Polly Ann STOVALL 1902 - 1995 b: September 21, 1902 in Rosehill, Kaufman, Texas d: June 29, 1995
in Little Rock, Pulaski, Arkansas

+James Edward DYE m: May 08, 1923 in Little Rock, Pulaski, Arkansas

James Francis/Frances STOVALL 1904 - 1950 b: March 10, 1904 in Terrell, Kaufman, Texas d: March
25, 1950 in Texas

+Mozelle Ellen BRIDGES Abt. 1914 - b: Abt. 1914 in Alba, Texas

Winnie Mae STOVALL 1906 - 1990 b: November 07, 1906 in Terrell, Kaufman, Texas d: October 18,
1990 in Dallas, Dallas, Texas

+John Palmer VERNON 1904 - 1995 b: June 13, 1904 in Dubach, Lincoln Parish, Louisiana m: April 18,
1925 d: October 25, 1995 in Dallas, Dallas, Texas :
Not Known STOVALL 1907 - b: July 03, 1907 in Kaufman, Texas

Virgil Josephine "Jo" STOVALL 1909 - 1992 b: October 14, 1909 in Terrell, Kaufman, Texas d: June 20,
1992

+Lew JOHNSON - Bef. 1935 d: Bef. September 06, 1935

*2nd Husband of Virgil Josephine "Jo" STOVALL:

3

+Lawrence WARE

Euna Maurine STOVALL 1912 - 2003 b: September 11, 1912 in Terrell, Kaufman, Texas d: December
07, 2003 in Medford, Oregon

+Edgar Loranze "Tince" Homer m: Aft. September 06, 1935

2 Sitas WRIGHT Abt. 1870 - b: Abt. 1870

Connie Wallace Perdue

9400 Ashton Ridge

Austin, Texas 78750-3457
clperdue@swbell.net 02/21/05
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February 13, 1993

The following is transcribed from microfilm of The Mount Ver-
non Record, as copied in September, 1992, Mount Vernon, Iowa.

OBITUARY

Joseph G. Wheat

News has been received of the death of Dr. Joseph G.
Wheat at Minneapolis, Minn., on January 20, 1916, where he,
together with Mrs. Wheat had been for some time visiting
with their son, Dr. Fred C. Wheat and their daughter Mrs.
B. H. Foster.

Dr. and Mrs. Wheat, together with several members of
the family made their home in Mount Vernon, from the year
1896 until about two years ago, when the family home was
sold to Mrs. Miller.

Before coming to Mount Vernon, Dr. Wheat had been en-
gaged in the active practice of his profession as a physi-
cian and surgeon in other parts of the state for about
thirty-five years. For about eleven years prior to their
removal to Mount Vernon, the family lived at Inwood, Lyon
County, where Dr. Wheat not only practiced medicine, but
was the owner of a drug store as well. For in addition
to being a physician and surgeon, he was a pharmacist and
was interested in the drug business during the greater
part of his life.

Dr. Wheat was a veteran of the Civil War, and has a
very creditable war record. He enlisted first in the 4th
Ohio Cavalry, with which he served for six months. Being
taken ill and hope of his recovery despaired of, he was
discharged and sent home to die, but within a few months
recovered sufficiently to re-enlist, which he did in the
104th Illinois Infantry as a drummer boy. He selected
this service because he had not yet fully recovered his
health and his work as a musician would not subject him
to the exposures of guard duty. He .soon rose to the posi-
tion of chief musician of the regiment, which position he
continued to hold until the close of the war. In spite,
however, of the fact that his duties did not require him to
see active service in battle, whenever occasion offered,
he secured a musket and took part in the active fighting,

and was engaded in several important battles and skirmishes,

including Shiloh, Chattanooga Mountain and Atlanta. He was
wounded while engaging in a skirmish at Fort Henry by a

gun shot wound through the leg which caused him to be sent
home on a three months furlough. He later rejoined his
regiment and along with his regiment was finally captured
and confined for six months in Libby Prison. from which
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he was finally released in an almost starved condition.

Dr. Wheat was always interested in every work that
looked toward the bettering of the moral and religious
character of the community in which he lived. He was not
only always found on the right side of every moral ques-
tion but was unfaltering in his devotion to duty and had
the courage of his convictions.

Joseph G. Wheat was born in Jay County, Indiana, Aug-
ust 29, 1840. He was married to Mary Eleanor McCoy August
3, 1865 at Tonica, LaSalle County, Ill. There were born
of this mariage [sic] nine children, three daughters and
six sons, all of whom, together with Mrs. Wheat survive
him. The names of the children are as follows: Eva M.
Foster, St. Paul, Minn,; Laura E. Foster, Mount Vernon,
Iowa; Dr. Fred C. Wheat, Minneapolis, Minn.; Benjamin P.
Wheat, Saratoga Springs, N. Y.; Albert J. Wheat, Humboldt,
Iowa; George Guy Wheat, Cambridge, Mass.; LeRoy H. Wheat,
Sioux City, Iowa; John R. Wheat, Berkley., Cal.; and Bessie
E. Shaw, Des Moines, Iowa.

Until the death of Dr. Wheat, the family record was
remarkable for continuity. On August 3, 1915, Dr. and Mrs.
Wheat celebrated their golden wedding in Minneapolis, sur-
rounded.by many of their children and other dJescendents.
In addition to raising a death [sic; some misprint herel,
there were four daughters-in-law, three sons-in~lawv, nine-
teen grandchildren, five great grandchildren, and the hus-
band of one grandchild and the wife of another, making a
family circle of forty-four without a death until the pas-
sing away of Dr. Wheat.

Mrs. W. H. Foster is the only member of the family
at present living in Mount Vernon, although four of the
Wheat boys in the family are alumni of Cornell College,
Fred C., and Benjamin P. Wheat graduating with the class
of 1904, Albert J. and G. G. with the class of 17?7 [un-
readablel}, in addition to ? [unreadablel. 7?7?72y H.,
John R., and Bessie Shaw were at one time students in the
college, where they will be well remembered.

Lorrie Foster Henderson
€722 Highland Hills Drive
Austin, Texas 78721
(512) 451-2212
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GENERATION NO. 3

19 FAMILY GROUP No.116.3 Husband's Full Name Kenody C. COOLEY

This Information Cbrained From: D920’ Oy Memn Yeur | City, Town or Place Lamy or Prosince, ate. State or Countey | Aot Inta o e
"Genealoqy of the Wheat . lsirth | ISteamship
Foster, McCoy and Connec+Cic’adl 'Steward

ted Families" by Laura  !Mar. BNj,ew 1857|Manchester. Adams County, Qhjo !
Emily Wheat Foster, 1941 iDesth ‘[INqV_1904lPueblo. Pueblg County. Colorado !
Letters of Joseph G. Whe-iguciall }

at, MD, friends and fam-itlaces of Rlesicence Ohig; Illinois; Iowa; Colorado

ily, 1858-1867, includ- :CccunationSteward Church Aftillation Military Rec.
ing his Civil War serviceidng mmid i S8 e
"Genealoqgy of the Patter &{is Father COOLEY Mother's Maiden Name

son, Wheat and Hearn Fam-|
ilies" by Rowena Emmeliné Wife's Full Maicen Name Laura Emmaline WHEAT

Hearn Randle, 1926, Rich{ou ' | 0u] mMemn Yerr [Cuy, Towmor Place County 49 Province, €. Stare or Country | aas. tate, on Wite
mond, Indiana. sicth 116 N 2y 1837 Steuben County, New YorkKWesleyan
: iChc nd Female Col-
Deach 18Nty 1887Marshalltown, Marshall County, IA|lege Dela-
Burial 11887 Iowa? Iware, Ohio

Compilac__Lofrle Foster Hendersonlpuces of Rbsidence New York; Ohio; Illinois; Iowa
Address 5722 Highland Hiils Orivaine cupacionFeacher ; Poethurch affiliationMe thodist Miticary Rec. N/A
City, State Austin, Texas 7873 @57 menteantlam S imac 7

Date Retyped Jan 2004 Her FateBenjamin P. WHEAT ( RevNother's Maicen NameLucy Hunt GILLIT

Sex ﬁ"l'f.:'l?::ﬁ:::;":m gl“.’.""""l Dey| Moath Yesr City, Town or Place Coumy or Provisce, etc. Sate or Country | Add {afo. on Chilire
1 Birth ec. 18571 Pleasant Valley, (?)County, Ohio [Wmwas bank-
Cora Alice Mar. “LA?“\ 18861 Pueblo, Pueblo County, Colorado ler, Middlie-
Fall Name & Spouces \‘Dea(h [town, NY.
WilligamLittle Grahamlgurial 14 children
2 Bicth 128Manh1856)/8 Spring Valley, Greene County, OHITeamster
Charles Calvin NMar. |6 June, 1880/Rockwell, Calhoun County, Iowa Methodist
Full Name o Spouse” \Dearh 2Sept 1904|Gilman, Marshall County, Iowa
Clara A. Gillian Burial ! 17 Children
3 Sirth ]298ep+. 18611Tonica, LaSalle County, I1linois |Francis, a
Qlive May Mar, |15 Jan 1882|Marshalltown, Marshall County, IAllumberman.
Ful Name of Spouee \dDea(h Methodist
Francis William HarrisBurial 1 Children
& Birth |\3 Dec, 1865/Tonica. LaSalle County, I1linois Editor; Po-
;ﬁdg-ar—welton DMac. 12pAhareh] 898 Marshaltown. Marshall Countvilowalet.
ull Name of Spouses .
\Death Baptist
Mand Rass |Burial 12 Cchildren
5 Bicth {|{April 1870/Dubuqu owa iMethodi
Lucy Edna Mar. |8 dune 1889
Full Nens o Spouses DEJ(h '™ 1906 ]
— 1 Charles M, Keefer \Burial ay 1906 |11 _son

CONTINUED FROM NEXT PAGE (20): 3oseph Gillit Wheat, MD retired from medical
practice at Inwood, Iowa in 1896 and moved with his family to Mount Vernon, Iowa
where some of his sons were alyready attending Cornell College. He enjoyed oil
painting with Professor Mills,| head of the art department, and a well known por-
trait painter. Joseph took h1m and another man down the M1551s51pp1 on his

boat to the St Louis World's Fhir. Joseph also went prospecting in South Dakota
(see pictures of cabin p. 33).| He joined the Union Army in Ohio during the Civil

War, but became ill and was discharged and "sent home to die." His father met
him "on the other side of the | ? river, took him home and nursed him back to
health." He then helped raise|a battalion of the 104th Illinois Volunteers, for

which his sisters made a US flag which was in the possession of Ruth Foster Da-
vis until her death. He becameg Drum Major and was wounded and captured, sent to

Libby prison; however, he was pn Sherman's "March to the Sea." Discharged in
1865, he and his fiance, Mary Ellen* McCoy were soon married. Farming at first,
he became a pharmacist, then a| licensed physician in Iowa. He went for care 1n

the Soldier's Home in Minneapolis. smary Eleanor, often called Ellen or Nellie,

pestégbllshed a Rooming and Boarding ryhezt House' from 1900 to 1912. See pictures
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GENERATION NO. & 3 .

20 R . ,

FAMILY GROUP No._ 5g  Husband's Full Name Joseph Gillit WHEAT

Tnis Information Obtained From: 592"y Osy Memn vesr |Cuv, Town ar Place sy ar Pravince, QG State oc Countey | Aot e 9n Mugon
"Geneaolgy of the Wheat, !giun 129 Aug 1940 Portland, Jay County Indianalst enlis-
Foster, McCoy and Connec-Cac’ad} ment., Ohio

ted Families" by Laura  iMac. '3 Auq 1865!Tonica ., LaSalle County. 1111n01s ‘Aug '61-
1941 joesth 120 32019161588 " Minnea MNApPril '62.

McAllen, Texas, with in- isuciall 1916 kRN A BRP61iS, Hennepin CoMN Army )

formation added by her & 'Sucss of ResiderceIN; OH; IL; MO; IA; MN

Edward Joseph Wheat, of <Cccupation Physician Church atiiliationMethodist Military RecCivil War

Boerne, TX: deceased. Le 0t mric muier wme. N/A

tters fromKay Reiste Wh-iis FatheBen jamin Patterson WHRAT's \laiden NameLucy Hunt GILLIT

eat, widow of Joseph Gil-i . “Nell" "Nellie""Ellen"

lit Wheat, . Medical & '_ Wife's Full Maiden Name Mary Eleanor McCoy

Surqical Directory of ID-‘-:‘ l Osy Moma  Year Clty, Town ar Place County 8¢ Province, et State oF Countey | Aod Lo, on Wue
the United States, Polk, iSich 124Ja «184201d Family farm, Brown County, OH (1843 Wood-
1886 confirmed 1886 IA Cic'nd i ford Co IL
state licensure as med- [Death N6 Ma,L1924 Monroe, Jasper County, IAMother d.
ical doctor. Gurial 11924 Minneapolis, Hennepin CoMN when ste 6.

Comoiler _LOIMe Foster Hendersenlp luces of Residence Ohio; I11jinois; Missouri; Towa; Minnesota
Address 722 Highland Hils OrvBoccupatidfheat House Church affiliacioMethodist Military Rec N/A
City, Stace __Ausiin, Texas TB73TRg semmnilaop =~ N/A

Date Re—typed Jan 2004 Her FatherAlexander McCOY Mother's Aaicen Namdane Eleanor HERRON
Sex 3:&:1’1:::::::“‘:“ i é::l.l:rm-.‘ Osay Moma  Yeur |Cllv. Town or Place County or Province, etc. Stace orCaumwl Add, tafon on Chiliren
1 ' Birth |2 | Miay 18661 Kinmundy, Marion County, Illinoisl
nglamlxl?p&vw Mar. 123 Sept 1885 lnear Jewell (Junction) Hamilton Cb., Iowa
A \Dea(h_llbocc 1940 v%mﬁ‘éattLg. King County, WA | '
Bartley Hardy Foster\Sra-l Oogse 1040 I8 2 TapscamSeattle, King County, WA 4 Children
2 Gicth |4 June 1868|near Dresden, Pettis Co., Missouri See No.
Laura Emily far. |27 Dec 1893 Inwood, Lyon County, Iowa 28.
Fulk Name ot spouset \}Dearh 25Noy 194615°0mE% * Hunt . Kerr County. Texas
*illiam Henry Fosteisemlsconion 1046 buw towsan Antonio, Bexar, Texas 3 Children
3 " jpimh 1I2Gept 1869Mmear Dresden, Pettis County Iowa |Both Corn-
MMar. +Sevt 1900 Tda Grove County, Iowa ell of IA
F7*157*‘-7“95‘375—"’;"‘5"1‘mﬂujdngam U7hugq 1941182 hew Utopia, Uvalde County TX graduates.
Willian Moorehead Woodwawth #3%?. 1941 [Fa%e™Minneapolis, Hennepin Co MNIFred, MD
4 eicth |24 Sext 1871 Inear Dresden, Pettis Co,Missouri Both Corn-
B jamin P erson Mar. |16 Juns1898Mount Vernon, Linn County, Iowa 11 of IA
. FuliName of Soouser Deach 119 duly 1933 Mountains near Denver, ? Co., CO raduates.
_ ) Maye Emmeline Baker MBucial Julu 1933]|Saratoga Springs,-Saratoga Co,NY 13 Daughters
5 Birth lBSQFE' 1873{Farley, Dubuque County, Iowa 1903 Corn-—
Albert Joseph_ Mar. |1 SApr;11919Monona, Clayton County, Iowa 21l of IA,
Full e of Spouser \FDE““ 1Rgri! 1944Humboldt, Humboldt County, Iowa Mt Vernon.
_Haze; Grace Cunningh Crem-  * 1944 3 Children
"Guy" Girch 1\] Auq 1875] Farley, Dubuque County, Iowa 11907 Corn-
George Guy Mar. [20 Jan 19131 Forest City, Winnebego County, TAell of TA;
Fuil Namyet Spouses \ Death 125 Fep 1951 lhome, Brooklyn, Kings County, NY {Ida, 1909.
Ida_Field \y Grem 1951 New York? MA Columbia
7 ‘an 20 Gek 18781 Callanan, Hamilton County, Iowa |Cornell Ac-
Leroy Haven MarBlHJdan 19191 Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan lademy 1889;
A AT CT BEER Chelli—s\gcaﬂ* | 1Aen) 1936|Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan [IA St @Ames
__[BElizabeth Veronica Lalving April 1936 10Children
3 Biceh 120 Dec 1881 Mewell (Junction) Hamilton Co.,IA3yrs Corn-
John Robert var. 123 Novl916llorette, Manitoba Province Canadale11, [A. Di—
FIOYeSEThe "\ Deawn |17 Noy 1940ITurlock, Stanislaus Co.,Californi alvorceda
| Alphonse Phaneuf “J$%r2  Nov 1940 PiensnntamSeattle. King County WalOCt '39
] Birth 130 Suly1883iJewell (Junction) Hamilton Co. IAWidowed '32
Bessie Eleanor Mar®i2 b Jumel 907 Emmetsburg, Palo Alto County, IA [3 yrs Corn-
@ B4 Py FlfSvorth sha geath '3] Pusel965iTurlock. Stanislaus County, Califlell, TA.
(R Maurire Goding x nrial | ch’;t‘lgﬁ%i 3 Children
*Brothers. Mary Eleanor taught school during the Civil War, prior

to Joseph returning & their marriage. The family owns
many letters he wrote to her.
SEE CONTINUATION ON PREVIOUS PAGE (19).
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Ancestors at War -- Peter Flagg Maxson

I graduated from Trinity College in Connecticut in the tempestuous year 1969. Like many of my
generation, I was dubious about war in| Vietnam, and participated in two sedate anti-war
demonstrations. Yet, with a Dallas draft board and no deferment in sight, joining the military was
inevitable. I felt as if I were breaking a|long family tradition by going into the Army -- for various
reasons my father, grandfathers and great-grandfathers had not served in the military, and I would
have been glad to follow suit. But it was not to be, and three weeks after graduation I was inducted
into the Army and was packed off to Fort Bliss, near El Paso, for Basic Training.!

Over the years, however, I’ve learned of a rich family tradition of military service. The founder of
the Flagg family in America, Thomas Flegg (1615-1698), survived three sons who died in conflicts
with Native Americans -- the eldest, my ancestor Greshom (1641-1690), killed with Capt. Wiswell at
Lee, N.H. in the expedition against Port Royal; Bartholomew (1644-1675), killed in the Great
William (1648-1675), killed a few months earlier in the same
conflict. Great-great uncle Emest Flagg notes of his 17th c. ancestors, “Excluding clergyman,
governors, magistrates and a few exempt because of age, more than 30% of the first four
generations of this ancestry were officers, several occupying the highest rank.” A noted Colonial
fighter was Capt. Thomas Bull (1606-1684), defender of Connecticut and foe of Gov. Andros.

Swamp fight in King Philip’s War; and

Two Flagg brothers served in the Revolutionary War, Surgeon Henry Collins Flagg (1742-1801)
(who held a rank equivalent to Major and served as Deputy Apothecary General in the Southern
Dept. of the Army), and Major Ebenezer Flagg, Jr. (1747-1781) of the 1st R.I. Regiment. Both
served earlier in the British army, and one (which is not known) was chastised by his forceful
Puritan mother, Mary Ward Flagg, daughter of colonial Gov. Richard Ward and great-grandchild

of Roger Williams, for his loose living|in the military:

Dear Child,

Newport July 20th 1766

I must advise you to think serigusly of what you are about to do. Sincerely and Devoutly
Intreat the Almighty to Direct you and Incline your heart to fear him and keep all his
Commandments. I can’t Learn from Capt. Wightman that you have any Regard for the Sabbath.
Command of the Supreme Almighty Lawgiver for fear of
being laught at by a few fellow worms|who with you may be afraid to lift up your heads in the
great and Terrible day of the Lord when he will Render to every man according to his work. Let
me advise. Instead of concealing your Sentiments Publickly confess and Plead for God’s truth and
seek him who will give you all necessary assistance. Dear child, you have made me twice a
widow. You know my Son there is nothing in this world can made Life Tolerable but the Prospect
of Rendering my Children more comfortable here and hereafter than they might be without me. In
Short, my Son, your absence is too hard for me to bear long without Divine assistance. I must sink
under my burden. My prayers are incessant for your Eternal happiness. I can say no more but that

Are you ashamed to observe a positive

I am your affectionate mother till Death.

Mary Flagg

The errant son noted on the letter merﬂy “Received at Pine Tree Hill, Monday 22 Sept. 1766.2”

Surgeon Flagg related the story of the

ntimely death of his brother Ebenezer fifteen years later

near present-day Yorktown Heights, Westchester County, New York:

The quarters Major Flagg has taken were two or three miles from the bridge where the daily
guard was mounted, but at not great distance from the [Croton] river, which at that time was
supposed not to be fordable. This however, was a mistake and proved fatal to the party. Col. de
Lancy, who stooped so far from the Dignity of a Gentleman as to command a regiment of free-

! Several months later the first Draft lotlery was held. My number was 343, insuring I would nor bave been called.
2 Mary Ward Flagg to Henry C. or Ebenezer Flagg, Jr., author’s collection.
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booters, who subsisted on plunder and sword without pay, marched a strong party on horse and
foot into the vicinity of the pass undiscovered. :

Getting information on the quarters occupied by Colonel [Christopher] Green [Flagg’s
cousin], Major Flagg and several other officers, .... As our officers had no idea of their passing
the river except at the bridge, they had taken no precautions to prevent a surprise. In addition to
that the quarter guard sentinel was all asleep, by this means the house was surrounded by the
enemy and all possibility of escape was cut off before the danger was discovered. The officers
were all asleep in one room. On being wakened by the firing without they sprang from their beds
and seized their arms. Near that on which Major Flagg lay was a window. He received a musket
shot through this (if I mistake not), before he had time to reach for his pistols which were at the
foot of his bed. The ball passing through his head he fell prone and there continued. The enemy
breaking into the room found him in that situation and thinking him to be sullen gave him several
sword cuts on the back with their broad swords, but he was out of reach of their unmanly rage,
having expired the instant he received the ball. His remains were attended to the Church yard in the
Green Pond by the officers of the regiment and by a respectable number of inhabitants and decently
interred with the inhumanly mangled corpse of his Colonel.?

Two other accounts of his death survive, one from a New York Tory newspaper gloating of killing
the rascally rebels, and another related by the Marquis de Lafayette himself. Another great-uncle,
Maj. Gen. David Wooster (1711-1777), died of injuries received at the Battle of Ridgefield (Conn.)
My maternal ancestor James deGolier (1725-1822) served with the French army in the War of
Austrian Succession and in Canada. Moving to Mass. in 1752, he became a Revolutionary War
soldier.

The Civil War affected my ancestors as it did most Americans of the day. My great-great
grandfather New York-born Daniel W. Maxson (1836-1920), for instance, served in the Kansas
militia as a steward in the Ft. Smith Ark. hospital, and that inspired his decision to become a
physician. Two brothers of his daughter-in-law Isadora Rich Maxson (1857-1910), Zimli Rich (d.
1864) and Anderson Rich (d. 1865), both served in the Illinois forces and died as a result of Civil’
War related-illnesses, Zimli’s contracted at Shiloh. A ghastly family occurrence in the War was
related by my great-grandmother Emma Virginia Hatton Goodrich (1857-1942) of the death of her
father in Missouri at the hands of brutal Bushwhackers, possibly including the psychopathic James
brothers:

My father, Jonah B. Hatton was born August 16, 1809 in Hampshire County, Virginia
[now West Virginia]. [His parents] came to Missouri shortly before or immediately after marrying
and settled in Callaway County, near Portland. My father helped lay out the city of Mexico,
Missouri, and owned the first dry goods store in that place. He was a teacher and held public
offices of trust. He was a quiet, cultured man much given to reading.

There were ten children born to my Father and Mother, five boys and five girls. My father
was too old for service in the Civil War. He was a man of peaceful habits. His sympathies were
with the South in that struggle between the states. And because of this he together with four other
farmers too old for service were brutally shot to death by a band of militia. He and my two sisters
were on their way to town [High Hill, Missouri] to buy groceries [on October 15, 1864]. Those
bloodthirsty militiamen took them down a ravine and while the men knelt and begged for mercy
shot them. Some had as many as 20 bullet holes in them. My father had a bullet right through his
mouth from the side. There were four of these old farmers murdered this way - Mr. Tatum [or
Logan?], John Anderson, Marlow and my father. There was no stock law then and horses, cows
& hogs ran at large. The women of the neighborhood begged to have the privilege of removing
these bodies to their homes - for fear of scavengers. But those demons would not permit it.

So after those brutes left, the women tore down rail fences & built pens around the dead
bodies. My father fell in the middle of the road and as I often passed the road as a child, it was

3 Flagg, Emest, Genealogical Notes on the Founding of New England: My Ancestors Part in that Undertaking
(Hartford: Case, Lockwood & Brainard, 1926), p. 101. The graveyard is at Yorktown, Westchester Co., N.Y.
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kept fresh in my memories.*
Another poignant family document I have found relating to the Civil War was of Abraham
Lincoln’s assassination from Great-great grandmother Louisa Hart Flagg (1826-1867) in

Connecticut:
Sunday, April 16th [1865]

My dear sister,

What a revolution of feeling we have gone through within the past two days. 1t is almost
more than my nature can stand. I have seldom passed a sadder day than this. The shock of
yesterday has made me faint & sick at heart. What is to come next? Who will direct our public
offices with the same wisdom & prudence that Lincoln has done? He was just, conciliatory &
discreet. At this most critical juncture in our country’s history it seems as if we could not have
matters settled satisfactorily with any other man at the helm. Had he died a natural death it would
have seemed so much more bearable for then it would have been, or seemed more a dispensation
of Providence. Why this rash act was allowed is a real mystery. But I will not write about it,
though I can think of nothing else. I am paralyzed as every one seems to be. The stores were all
closed yesterday for who had the heart to do anything?

Mr. Flagg [her husband, Rev. Jared Bradley Flagg] left on the early morning train before
the sad news came. He will be a most sincere mourner. I feel sorry for him and Mr. Smith. I know
he feels the blow most keenly. Does it not bring us upon our kuges, for who does not want to be in
God'’s holy keeping now? I fear it is only the beginning of sorrow. I have tried to be glad today &
rejoice at the Savior’s resurrection. I hope I do. But death was so much more in mind than life, that
I could see the black drapery more clearly than the flowers. There has been some attempt at
rejoicing among the Copperheads Shere, but it has been so far as I can learn most presumptuously
checked. Many of them are very much softened. Perhaps this calamity may check the bitterness &
bring about a reconciliation. I only wonder Lincoln’s life has been spared so long surrounded has
he has been by the most bitter enemies. It is undoubtedly the result of a pre-concluded plan. I shall
be thankful if every member of the Cabinet does not suffer a similar fate. I hope poor Seward may
survive but I suspect his chances are small. If the villains escape, they will be emboldened to
venture other murderous deeds. We live in strange times. Surely the ... prophecy is being fulfilled.

I don’t believe Mr. Flagg will stay away three days. He will want to be no where as much
as at home after this sad affair. I hope he will come, for I have had no one to give me any comfort.
I hope [President Andrew] Johnson will prove to be master of himself at least.

With love to all, I remain your fond sister.
Louise®

Like my father later, my grandfathers were both married with families at the outbreak of World
War I and both made contributions in other ways to the War effort. My Oklahoman great-uncle
Homer Louis DeGolyer (1892-1963), however, enlisted and travelled to France as a sergeant with
the 463rd Aero Squadron. This was the most exciting event of his life. Later he faithfully attended
reunions. Great-uncle Lt. Montague Flagg I USN (1883-1924) commanded a Dodge family yacht.

The family’s major loss in World War II was my father’s 1st cousin Willis (Bill) Maxson I (1920-
1943). His parents lived in Austin and his mother was a member of the Eilers family.” Billy gradu-
ated from Culver Military Academy in Indiana and was Regimental Commander and president of
his class at Annapolis. His marriage to Mary (Chuchu) Waltmon of Austin in the Annapolis chapel?
merited national publicity, as the couple was the first to be wed after a three year waiting period for
marriages by Annapolis graduates was lifted. He was assigned to a submarine, the USS Skate and
died of injuries at Wake Island in the Pacific. I found the Skate’s log on the internet:

6 October 1943 - Made a quick dive. After getting below it was discovered that Lieutenant (JG)

4 Maxson, Peter Flagg (ed.), The Goodrich Scrapbook(Austin: Peripatetic Press, 1992), p. 14.

5 The Copperheads were Southern sympathizers in the North during the Civil War.

¢ Louisa Hart Flagg to Lucinda Hart Smith, author’s collection.

7 See Maxson, Peter Flagg, “Eilers Family of Bastrop & Austin,” A.G.S. Quarterly, v. XXXIV, no.2 (June 1993).
8 The Beaux-Arts style Annapolis chapel was designed by my architect great-great uncle, Ernest Flagg (1857-1947).
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William [sic] Edward Maxson I1I, U.S. Navy, junior officer of the deck, had been hit by a bullet
in the right side of his back between the hip and shoulder. The bullet did not come out and was
apparently lodged in his stomach. Administered Morphine Syrette. Cleaned the wound, applied
powdered sulfanilamide to the wound and dressed it. There was a small loss of blood. 1t is difficult
1o see how he was hit unless by a ricochet as he was standing on the port side below the periscope
shears at the time.

8 October 1943 0350: Was called to see Lt. Maxson who had vomited and convulsed. The
Pharmacist’s Mate gave him a shot of adrenalin in the arm as his heart was fading. We worked to
stimulate the flow of blood, but at 0800: Lieutenant (jg) William Edward Maxson 111, U.S. Navy,
died. He was the most promising young officer I have ever known, and he had a brilliant future in
store. Although in great pain at times, he bore his suffering bravely and in silence. His repeated
request was that the show go on and that we carry out our mission without regard for him. He was
a true Naval hero and it is fitting and proper that the Navy should perpetuate the name of this brave
submarine officer. I have the empty consolation of knowing that I left no stone unturned in an
effort to save his life. As efforts to reach a doctor were in vain, headed back to area to search for
lost aviators. '

9 October 1943 1845: Held services below and administered final rites on deck and committed
to the deep the body of the late Lt (jg) Willis Edward Maxson IlI, U.S. Navy.®

Bill was aged 23. Survivors included his pregnant widow!0, parents and grandfather; I sent a copy
of the account to his widow 60 years later, and she said that was so much more than she was ever
told, because of secrecy issues. Most recently, [ forwarded web photos of Bill on the Skate.

Sisters of both my parents married generals -- Aunt Dorothy DeGolyer to West Point graduate
Brig. Gen. Milton Wylie Arnold, USAF (1908-2004) and Aunt Betsy Maxson to Maj. Gen. Edwin
Bliss Wheeler, USMC (1917-1985), who was in the initial landing of the Guadalcanal campaign and
later an aide to Secretary of the Navy John Connally.

My own military career will add little luster to family annals. After Basic Training, I studied
Spanish for six months at the Defense Language Institute in Monterey, California. Soon I was
stationed in the foreign languages library of a Military Intelligence unit outside Washington, D.C.,
serving 30 months altogether. An interest in family history led to my joining The Society of the
Cincinnati. Founded in 1783 to promote esprit de corps among Revolutionary War officers (and
seek pensions), the Society’s first President-General was Gen. Washington, who Surgeon Flagg
hosted at Brookgreen, his S.C. plantation, in 1792.1' The Society was named for the Roman
citizen soldier Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus, and the city of Cincinnati was named by an early
member. One does not actually join, but claims a hereditary membership, with only one
representative in each generation. At Society meetings, there is a certain camaraderie our forbears
would approve of, especially knowing their descendants have met regularly for 223 years,
acknowledging ancestral contributions and sacrifices. The S.AR. is in many ways similar.

One young cousin (and Princeton Univ. graduate), Marine Capt. John Burton Rogers Jr., recently
returned from Iraq. Another, Marine Capt. Richard Carl Christy, Jr. of Dallas, graduated in 1999
from the U.S. Naval Academy and also was married in the Chapel there. Perhaps he will fulfill the
destiny in the military denied our cousin Billy Maxson half a century ago.

© 2005 PETER FLAGG MAXSON 4212 AVE.F  AUSTIN TX 78751

? “Excerpts from USS Skate War Patrol Off Wake Island” See (www.subvets.com/subleague/articles/skate.html)

12 Three weeks later she gave birth to a daughter, Diane (later Mrs. Walter H. Ligon III), and in 1946 married rancher
{Damon) Philip Smith, Jr. of Llano.

' T represent the slain Maj. Ebenezer Flagg Jr. in the Society of the Cincinnati in succession to Charleston, S.C.
lawyer Charles Edward Belin Flagg, killed in the Civil War; Brig. Gen. Cornelius Vanderbilt III of New York and
Newport; and Comelius Vanderbilt IV. Ebenezer was a bachelor, and Cincinnalti representation may be collateral.

65



Austin Genealogical Society Quarterly Volume 46, Number 2 June 2005

Family of Andrew john Sponberg

Great Grandfather of Kay Dunlap Boyd, Austin Genealogical society

Anders Johan SPONBERG was born 18 Apr 1854 in Spanard, Smaland, Sweden. In Sweden he
was a butcher. He came to America with his brother August SPONBERG in 1871. Here he took
the name Andrew John SPONBERG. He was a farmer in the Decker community where all of his
children were born and educated. His family land is now covered by Decker Lake. In later years
he lived in the town of Manor. He declared his intent for American citizenship on 16 Oct 1886.
He died 21 Jan 1926 in Manor, Travis Co., Texas, and with snow on the ground was buried 23
Jan 1926 in the Manor Cemetery. In 1934 his remains were moved to Oakwood Cemetery
Annex. Andrew’s parents were Gustaf Swensson RYD and Catharina Larsdotter.
+Matilda Charlotte Andersdotter SIOBERG, b: 18 Dec 1859 in Niss)o, Jonkoping, Sméaland,
Sweden. She came to America with her parents and brother and sisters in 1869. She married 4
Dec 1878 in Travis Co., TX, and died at the home of her daughter 5 Feb 1934 in Austin,
Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, Father: Anders Johan Jonsson SJOBERG,
Mother: Britta Helena “Lena” Petersdotter Peterson.

1. Nannie Katherine Waldine SPONBERG, b: 24 Oct 1879 in Travis Co., TX, d: 20 Apr 1969
in Austin, Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, three children
+Gustav Emil ANDERSON, b: 17 Sep 1875 in Decker, Travis Co., TX, m: 1 Mar 1907 in
Decker, Travis Co., TX, d: 11 Nov 1970 in Austin, Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood
Cemetery, Parents: Carolina and August Anderson Skylt.

2 Delia Helen SPONBERG, b: 17 Nov 1881 in Travis Co., TX, d: 1 Mar 1976 in Houston, TX,
Burial: Brady Cemetery, five children
+Carl (Felix) LUNDGREN, b: 1875 in Decker, Travis Co., TX, m: 19 Dec 1906 in Travis Co.,
TX, d: 28 Jan 1955 in Brady, McCullough Co., TX, Parents Christina and Carl L. Lundgren.

3. Margaret “Maggie” Anna Sophia SPONBERG, b: 12 Dec 1883 1n Travis Co., TX, d: 10 Oct
1963 in Austin, Travis Co., TX, Burial: Manor City Cemetery, four children
+Swantie August SELLSTROM, b: 16 Sep 1883 in Gregg, Travis Co., TX, m: 13 May 1908
in New Sweden Lutheran Church, Travis Co., TX, d: 21 Dec 1936 in Manor, Travis Co., TX,
Burial: Manor City Cemetery, Father: Anders Johan Sellstrom, Mother: Mathilda Sophia
Peterson.

4. Ester Mary Ann SPONBERG, b: 14 Apr 1886 in Travis Co., TX, d: 22 Oct 1966 in
Mendoza, Caldwell Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, nine children
+Hjalmar Pharr STROMBERG, b: 21 Aug 1882 in Austin, Travis Co., TX, m: 25 May 1905
in Caldwell Co., TX, d: 4 Aug 1969 in Austin, Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery
Annex, Father: Richard E. Stromberg, Mother: Adelina Nelson Gok.

5. Maude Maybell SPONBERG, b: 13 Oct 1888 in Travis Co., TX, d: 17 Jan 1982 in Austin,
Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, four children
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+Oscar Emil SWENSON, b: 1 Nov 1885 in Jonkoping, Sweden, m: 18 May 1910 in Decker,
Travis Co., TX, d: 10 Feb 1927 in Manor, Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex,
Parents: Betty and Sven Gustafson.
6. Stella Ida SPONBERG, b: 25 Nov 1890 in Decker Travis Co., TX, d: 25 Nov 1972 in
Austin, Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, no ch1ldren
+Henry Walter JOHNSON, b: 2 Nov 1888 in Brushy, Williamson Co., TX, m: 30 Nov 1911 in
Decker, Travis Co., TX, d: 5 Jul 1939 in Austin, Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery
Annex, Father: John Adolph Johnson, Mother: Clara Justina Peterson.

7. David Andrew SPONBERG, b: 23 Dec 1892 in Travis Co., TX, d: 7 Sep 1969 in Temple,
Bell Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, no children
+0Oma Morrow LOVELESS, b: 31 Jul 1896 in TX, m: 19 Mar 1933 in Austin, Travis Co., TX,
d: 18 Feb 1989 in Travis Co., TX, Burial: Manor City Cemetery.

8. Bertha Amelia “Birdie” SPONBERG, b: 27 May 1895 in Travis Co., TX, d: 11 Mar 1979 in
Austin, Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, two children
+Robert Allen LUNDELL, b: 1 Mar 1887 in Travis Co., TX, m: 24 Jun 1926 in Austin, Travis
Co., TX, d: 16 Aug 1965 in Austin, Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex,
Father: John Lundell, Mother: Sophia Polson.

9. LeeRoy August SPONBERG, b: 3 Jul 1897 in Travis Co., TX, d: 20 Mar 1932 in Austin,
Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, three children
+Stella Lee BEARD, b: 6 Aug 1898, m: Jun 1921 in Travis Co., TX, d: Oct 15, 1983 in
Austin, Travis Co., TX, Burial: Austin Memorial Park Cemetery.

10. Clarence Bruno SPONBERG, b: 3 Feb 1900 in Travis Co., TX, d: 8 Aug 1942 in Austin,
Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, no children

11. Chester Oscar SPONBERG, b: 30 Apr 1902 in Travis Co., TX, d: 11 Sep 1976 in Bell Co.,
TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, one daughter
+Lillian Hardie COLE, b: 6 May 1909, m: Mar 1929 in Manor, Travis Co., TX, d: 1 Dec
1988 in Travis Co., TX, Burial: Oliver Cemetery.

12. Alton George SPONBERG, b: 6 Jun 1905 in Travis Co., TX, d: 19 Jul 1973 in Austin,
Travis Co., TX, Bunal: Live Oak Cemetery, no children
+Mary (Muriel) MEYER, b: 29 Nov 1911, m: 18 Jul 1942 in Austin, Travis Co., TX, d: 18
Feb 1992 in Travis Co., TX, Burial: Live Oak Cemetery.

13. Noma Henrietta SPONBERG, b: 11 Apr 1909 in Travis Co., TX, d: 26 Apr 1935 in Tarrant
Co., TX, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery Annex, no children
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A “Daughter” of Charliotte Terrell Huling
By Alana “Suzy” Moehring Mallard, Stephen F. Austin Chapter, Austin, Texas

On Feb. 24, 2004, I received certificate number 024622 from the Daughters of the Republic of
Texas, naming me a member of the organization by my lineal, or bloodline, descent from
Charlotte Terrell, who lived in Travis County during the Republic of Texas and served in the
capacity of Loyal Citizen.

And here’s how the proofs go — all backed up by birth certificates, death certificates,
marriage licenses, Civil War widow’s pension applications, divorce papers, land grant records,
census records and tombstone photos.

My parents are Robert Howell Moehring, born Sept. 1923, in Georgetown, Williamson
County, Texas, died Oct. 7, 2001, in Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas, and his wife Jonnie
Yukon Ross, still living. _

Robert and Jonnie were married March 14, 1943, in Round Rock, Williamson County,
Texas. :

Robert Howell Moehring is the child of Reinhold Robert Moehring, born Oct. 27, 1893,

in Coupland, Williamson County, Texas, died April 13, 1986, in Georgetown, Williamson County,
Texas, and his wife Fannie Ann Mason, born July 14, 1902, in Georgetown, Williamson County,
Texas, died Jan. 3, 1986 in Georgetown, Williamson County, Texas.

Reinhold and Fannie were married Oct. 12, 1922, in Georgetown, Williamson County,
Texas.

Fannie Ann Mason is the child of William Brockman Mason, born April 18, 1866, in North
Carolina, died Oct. 21, 1927, in Williamson County, Texas, and his wife Florence Olive “Ollie”
Stirling, born Oct. 8, 1873, in Williamson County, Texas, died Nov. 13, 1950, in Georgetown,
Williamson County, Texas.

Will and Ollie married on Nov. 29, 1894, in Williamson County, Texas

Ollie Stirling is the child of Joseph Sterling, born April 23, 1843, in Missouri, died Jan. 2,
1910 in Williamson County, Texas, and his wife Melissa C. Huling, born Jan. 1 1851, in Travis
County, Texas, and died Feb. 10, 1929, in Austin, Travis County, Texas.

Joseph and Melissa married on Aug. 2, 1866, in Travis County, Texas.

Melissa is the child of Marcus Huling, born about 1800 in Virginia, died about 1870 in
Travis County, Texas, and Charlotte Terrell, born Jan, 27, 1816, in Massachusetts, and died June
1, 1895 in Austin, Travis County, Texas. '

Charlotte Terrell Huling served the Republic of Texas in the capacity of Loyal Citizen and
her place of residence during the Republic of Texas was Travis County, Texas. Charlotte married
Marcus Huling in Mississippi in 1832. They arrived in Texas in 1837, where Marcus filed fora
land grant in Bastrop County on Aug. 10, 1838. Charlotte and Marcus appear in the 1850 census

with children born in Texas in the early 1840s.

Other children of Charlotte and Marcus are Orlena Huling, born about 1840, who married
Jackson Scroggins; Amanda Huling, born about 1843, who married Charles C. Foster; John Huling,
born about 1845, who died young; Marcella Huling, born about 1848, who married John S. Bowles;
and Annie Huling, born about 1853, who married first William Fletcher, then James Warmoth; and
Alicia Huling, Melissa’s twin, born in 1851, who died after 1860.

Charlotte and Marcus were divorced in 1859, neither remarrying. 1 just thought Marcus was
a land-hungry scalawag, and decided to go in on Charlotte. I like him a little better now. She is
buried in Austin’s Oakwood Cemetery, and his burial location remains a mystery to me.
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Descendants of Marcus and Charlotte Terrell Huling
1. Charlotte Terrell, b: Jan 27, 1816 in Massachusetts, d: Jun 1, 1895 in Austin, Texas, Burial:
Oakwood Cemetery, Austin Texas
.. +Marcus Huling, b: Mar 25, 1800 in Rockingham Co., Virginia, m: Feb 18, 1831 in Adams
County, Mississippi, d: ca 1880 in Travis Co., Texas, Burial: Webberville, Texas?

2. Orlena Huling,b: ca 1840 in Texas, d: Aft. 1870
...... +Jackson Scroggins, b: ca 1825, m: Bef. 1859, d: Aft. 1860
....... 3. Laura Scroggins, b: ca 1857
....... 3. Lewellen Scroggins, b: ca 1864
....... 3. Linal Scroggins, b: ca 1866
....... 3. Effie Scroggins, b: ca 1866
....... 3. Mary Scroggins, b: ca 1866
2. Amanda R. Huling, b: 1843 in Texas, d: Aft. 1860

+Charles C. Fowler, b: 1832 in Kentucky, m: 1860 in Travis County, Texas, d: Aft. 1860

2. John Huling, b: ca 1845 in Texas, d: Aft. 1860
2. Marcella E. Huling, b: ca 1848 in Texas, d: Aug 5, 1925 in Austin, Texas, Burial: Oakwood
Cemetery, Austin, Texas
...... +John S. Bowles, m: 1868 in Travis County, Texas, d: Dec 3, 1911 in Austin, Texas, Burial:
Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Texas
....... 3. John A. Bowles, b: ca 1870, d: Aft. 1890

2. Annie Celestia Huling, b: Jan 1, 1851 in Texas, d: Dec 20, 1927, Oakwood Cemetery, Austin
...... +William Fletcher, b: ca 1849 in Vermont, m: 1868 in Travis County, Texas, d: Aft. 1875
....... 3. Bird L. Fletcher, b: May 1871, d: Aft. 1880
...... +James H. Warmoth, b: May 3, 1834, m: 1880 in probably Travis County,d: Jan 9, 1910 in
Austin, Texas, Burial: Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Texas
....... 3. Kate Warmoth, b: Dec 1880
....... 3. Lottie Warmoth, b: Dec 1882
....... 3. James H. Warmoth, b: Mar 1885
....... 3. Roy A. Warmoth, b: Dec 1888

2. Melissa C. Huling, b: Jan 1, 1851 in Travis County, Texas, d: Feb 10, 1929 in Confederate
Women’s Home, Austin, Texas, Burial: Presbyterian Cemetery, Georgetown, Texas
...... +Joseph Stirling, b: Apr 23, 1843 in Warrensburg, Missouri, m: Aug 2, 1866 in Travis
County, Texas, d: Jan 2, 1910, Burial: Presbyterian Cemetery, Georgetown, Texas
....... 3. Henry Stirling, b: Mar 1879
........... +Renetta?, b: Nov 1882, m: 1899
....... 3. Terrell T. Stirling
........... +Ollie B. Justice, m: Dec 24, 1893 in Williamson Co., Texas
....... 3. William Edward Orgain Stirling, b: Jun 18, 1868 in Jonah, Texas, d: Apr 8, 1949,
Burnal: IOOF Cemetery, Georgetown, Texas
........... +Jessie Maud Hall, b: Oct 14, 1875 in Lockhart, Texas, m: Sep 12, 1896 in Williamson Co.,
Texas, d: Mar 28, 1946, Burial: IOOF Cemetery, Georgetown, Texas
....... 3. John Stirling, b: ca 1869
....... 3. Florence Olive (Ollie) Stirling, b: Oct 8, 1873, d: Nov 13, 1950 in Georgetown, Texas,
Burial: Presbyterian Cemetery, Georgetown, Texas
........... +William Brockman Mason, b: Apr 18, 1866, m: Nov 29, 1894 in Williamson Co., Texas,
d: Oct 21, 1927 in Georgetown, Texas, Burial: Presbyterian Cemetery, Georgetown, Texas
.. 2. Allicia Huling, b: ca 1853 in Texas, d: Aft. 1860
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My Hero, Ellery Paul Bayles

By Barbara (Bobbie) Singleton Hudnall, granddaughter

My grandfather was the kind of grandfather that everyone should have.

Mother told me that when I was a baby, granddad use to buy her an ice cream cone at the
store at one end of the bridge, run across the bridge to our house before it melted, so he would
have an excuse to come to see me!! Later, when I was in elementary school, I would walk to the
First National Bank building to meet him, and we would catch the bus home together every day.
We moved to a house a block away from my grandparents when I was not quite five. We lived
there the rest of the time I lived in West Virginia.

I wasn’t the only grandchild, I was just lucky to be the one who lived the closest.

He was a very easy-going man who never seemed to get upset about anything or let
anything bother him. I visited my grandparents almost every day, and no matter what he was
doing he would stop to talk to me or at least let me “help” him with his chores. I am sure that
after I left he went out and straightened out the comn rows that I plowed or cleaned up whatever
mess I made, but he never stopped me or told me I couldn’t do something.

He could grow just about anything. He had a garden that was a city block long and a third
of a block wide. He grew almost everything that they ate. By the time I came along they no
longer had cows for milking and pigs for slaughtering but there was always a chicken coop and I
got to help pick out new chicks each spring. Little did I know that the chickens we were eating
were from that same chicken coop.

He had several grape vines of different types and the ones that I didn’t eat, he made into
wine. He also grew currants for wine and jelly. And he made dandelion wine. He had three large
55-galloon wooden barrels in the cellar for his wine. During WWII my parents would exchange
some of our sugar ration stamps for some of their meat ration stamps. Grandmother would not
allow him to smoke or drink inside the house, so granddad and his friends would sit on the cellar
steps and smoke and drink wine. '

Granddad was just an “old country boy” and never did change. He was the happiest when
he was working the soil, but they had six children so he had to work someplace other than at
home to support his family. He worked at the Jones Window Glass Factory from 1905 when they
married until 1917 when he went to work as a janitor for West Virginia University. He worked
there until 1921 when he went to work as the day custodian for First National Bank of
Morgantown. He worked there until he retired in 1954.

Some people might think that he could have done something better, but he managed to
put all six of his children through West Virginia University, working as a janitor. Four of the six
went on to higher degrees. Two got their Masters Degrees and two went on be become Ph.Ds.
My mother did not go past her B.S. degree, but she went on to become the principal of an
elementary school, first through eighth grades. I would say that all of them were a pretty good
tribute to him and the principles that he instilled in his family.

That is why he is my hero. I can’t think of anyone who is a better example of what you should be

and how you should live your life.
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The Trip to Mt Enterprise

By Richard S. Robertson, Austin Genealogical Society

Mt Enterprise, Texas has a population of 525 and is located about half way between Nacodoches
and Henderson in East Texas.. Is has no large employer; it has no state park or tourist attraction.
But we eagerly went there on our 51* wedding anniversary. We went there to see my roots and
have some understanding of the place where they settled over 160 years ago.

We learned about the Primitive Acres

Guest Ranch located about 5 miles south B%
of the town on 500 acres of beautiful 1
East Texas wooded areas from the
internet and decided that was the place
where we would like to stay. It was a
good decision. We arrived in Mt
Enterprise at dark and followed
primitive directions to Primitive Acres.
There was a hand drawn map at the
office that told us where our cabin was
located and we found it and unloaded
our luggage and went back to town to
get some food. When we returned to the
ranch, lights were on at the office and
we found Margie Jackson the owner,
operator, and delightful person eating her supper. She invited us in and wanted us to tell her all
about the mission of our trip. We visited till well after 10 o’clock and agreed to get together the
next morning at 9 o’clock for coffee and she would give us possible contacts that could help us
learn more about my ancestors.

S N AR TS A

Our Cottage at Primitive Acres

Our first stop in town was the local drugstore where we met John Langston. John’s family had
been around the area for many many years. Knowing the name of the two cemeteries where
ancestors were buried we asked him for directions. He said to just follow him in his pickup truck
and he would lead us to both. He showed us the Gatlin-Matlock cemetery and then led us north
of town to the Old Town cemetery where great grandfather John Sory was buried. He got out
and pointed out the nearby location of the old original Mt Enterprise. Old Mt Enterprise came
into existence sometime between 1832 and 1840. For a generation or two it was the most
important trading center in Rusk County. In the early 1900's it was moved south to its present
location.

John Sory received 640 acres of land from the Republic of Texas on December 5, 1839 and
settled at Mt Enterprise. The 1850 Census says that he was a farmer and later information says
that he ran a flour mill. In 1872 he and my grandfather, William Harris Sory, went to move
Jacksonville, Texas to the railroad. Grandfather William stayed in Jacksonville the rest of his
life and great grandfather John went back to Mt. Enterprise. He died October 19, 1875 and we
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