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SOME ' A U S T I N  VOTERS I N '  1855 t 

An i n t e r e s t i n g  list of names was found i n  t h e  Archives of t h e  
Texas S t a t e  Library r ecen t ly  by M r s .  J. B. Golden, who generously sub- 
m i t t e d  it f o r  publ ica t ion .  The f i l i n g  is endorsed "Corporation E l e c -  
t i o n  for  the  C i ty  of Aust in  Feby 3rd 1855 Returned Feby 6 t h  1855-- 
John B. Costa,  C.J.T.Co." From Lucie C l i f t  Price's ' r r av i s  County, Tex- 
a s ,  Marriaqe Records 1840-1882, w e  l e a r n  t h a t  Judge Costa was Chief 
J u s t i c e  of Travis  County and J u s t i c e  of t h e  Peace. H e  o f f i c i a t e d  a t  
marriages i n  Austin a s  e a r l y  a s  1841. 

T h e  f a c e  of t h e  paper is headed "Returns O f  An Elec t ion  f o r  Mayor 
Recorder And Alderman of t h e  C i ty  of Aus t in ,"  but no r e s u l t s  or even 
names of t h e  candidates  appear., Below t h i s  heading i n  a less educated 
script  a r e  two columns of names preceded by consecut ive numerals. I t  is 
surmised t h a t  t h i s  is a l i s t ' o f  v o t e r s  (probably only one of many), w r i t -  
t e n  down a s  they  presented themselves a t  t h e  p o l l i n g  place--what is now 
c a l l e d  a Voter Reg i s t r a t ion  L i s t .  

p o l l s  toge ther  because they were f r i e n d s  o r  r e l a t i v e s ,  w e  have r e t a ined  
t h e  numbers i n  t h e  alphabet ized l i s t  below. 

decipher,  and w e  w i l l  welcome co r rec t ions .  I n  t r y i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  these 
v o t e r s ,  t h e  e d i t o r  consul ted four  sources$  A .  'The Handbook of Texas, B. 
Aust in  C i ty  Direc tory  1872-73, a s  abs t r ac t ed  i n  AGS Quarter ly ,  Vol. X I V  
N o .  4, C. T rav i s  County, Texas, Marriaqe Records 1840-1882, and D.  the  
full-name indexes of AGS Q u a r t e r l y ,  Vols. X I 1  through X V I .  Indexes 
through 1970 (Vols. I - X I )  w e r e  by s u b j e c t s  o r  surnames only,  which would 
make t h a t  s ea rch  " m o r e  t r o u b l e  than its worth." 

An a s t e r i s k  by t h e  name of a man i n  the list t o  fo l low i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  something was found t h a t  may o r  may not  p e r t a i n  t o  h i m .  B e l o w  t h e  
l i s t ,  t h e s e  p o s s i b l e  c l u e s  a r e  noted bes ide  t he  number i n d i c a t i n g  the  
order  i n  which t h e  man was handed h i s  b a l l o t  by t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  o f f i c i a l  
whose v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  list (presumably) w e  have. 

Although t h i s  paper does no t  g ive  us  the  names of t h e  men who w e r e  
elected, t h e  list of names is considered s i g n i f i c a n t  because many of 
t h e  same men w e r e  v o t e r s  f i ve  o r  s i x  years  l a t e r  when t h e  ques t ion  of 
s eces s ion  from the  Union was a burning i s sue .  

S ince  the  consecut ive numbers suggest  t h a t  those  men came t o  t h e  

A s  i n  m o s t  lists of handwritten names, some a r e  very d i f f i c u l t  t o  

0 

14  
39* 
30* 
34* 
20* 
40 
51" 
29" 
15" 

7" 
1 3  

8" 
52" 

Bevridge Jo. 
B i r d ,  W 
Bishop, Jo- 
B o w e r s ,  M H 
Brown, Lea. 
Brown, T 
Brownrigg, R T 
Car t e r ,  B F 
Chalmers, A H 
Cleveland, J T 
Cook, I S or J S r ?  
Dignan, D W 
Eans, A 
F i l i p s ,  D W 

2* G e l l e t t ,  Jam 
28* Gray, G H 
41 Green, B 

21* Hampton, J W 
31 Harper, C A 
33* Henderson, W H 
17* Hopkins, C A 
42 Hopkins, J M 
50 Hunley, D M 

9 Jackson, J B 
49 J o l l e y ,  J G 
26 Keethley, S W 
24* Larrence,  J W 

1* Grumbels, Ben 

1 
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274 L i t t e n ,  J M 
464 Man, C L 
44 Mcneely, C W 
43 Megerson, J C 
36 Novel? L G 

5* 0 Connel, W 
454 Oldham, ld S 
35* Oliphant,  H 
474 Pat terson, ,  cd r 

34 Pecht,  -?- 
16 Poole, E B 
6* Pucket t ,  S A 

184 ROberSOn,, J H 

NOTES 

38 
4 

480 
100 
2 5 *  
19* 
370 
36 
1 2 4  
22* 
234 
32 

Roy, F L 
Smith, Bk 
Smith, B J I 

Sneed, To. 
Stone, W L 
S u b l e t t ,  H W 
Tebaut, J M 
Vowel? L G 
Walker, Jo, 
Warren, Jo.  
Wilcocks, 0 
Wood, W G 

These no te s  may or may not  apply t o  t h e  men i n  t h e  above list. 
They a r e  of fe red  a s  p o s s i b l e  c l u e s  only,  and a r e  i n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  o rde r ,  

SOURCE A s  The Handbook of Texas, V o l ,  I A-K; V o l .  I1 L-2, 
Bs Austin C i t y  Directory 1872-73, abs t r ac t ed  i n  AGS Q u a r t e r l y ,  

V o P ,  XIV N o .  4, including a key t o  street names t h a t  have 
been changed s i n c e  then. 

C l i f t  Price). Pages 191-204 conta in  an a lphabe t i ca l  l ist 
of o f f i c i a n t s  with i d e n t i f y i n g  da ta .  

Ds A u s t i n  Genealoaical Socie ty  Q u a r t e r l y ,  Vols. X I 1  through 
X V I ,  (Ed i to r  did not  have t i m e  t o  sea rch  t h e  f i r s t  e leven 
volumes, f o r  they have been indexed by surname only . )  

C s  T rav i s  County, Texas, Marriaqe Records 1840-1882 (by Lucie  

N o ,  Source N o t e s  

39 A 
- 

W i l l i a m  Bxrd was p r a c t i c i n g  law i n  Austin i n  1855. 
C b d i l l i a m  Byrd married Jenn ie  Rivers  i n  1859, 

30 B M r s .  Lucy H. Bishop res ided  on Hickory between Red River 
and Neches. 

C J o s i a h  Bishop m, Lucy H, Sherman 1853, 
D I n  June 1840 J o s i a h  Bishop so ld  t o  T. W .  Ward p a r t  of L o t  

5 Block 59, on Congress Avenue "where my (BishopOsT t e n t  
now s t ands"  (XIIIsg). I n  1872 Wm. P. Kramer, t eache r ,  
rented a room from M r s .  Bishop (XIVs74, 90) .  

34 B Mrs, M. H ,  B o w e r s  res s o e o  cor Cherry & W e s t  avo  
D Marmion H. B o w e r s p  n a t i v e  of Indiana,  had been i n  Trav i s  

Coo one year  (or more) i n  1867, per White V o t e r  L i s t  ( X I I I S  
25) ,  M, H. Bowers was Master of Aust in  Masonic Lodge i n  
186% (XVS94). 

20 B Leander Brown res Brazos b Water av & Live Oak. 
C Leander Brown m, Louisa B o w l e s  1880, H e  was a J u s t i c e  of 

D A n a t i v e  of South Carol ina,  he had been i n  Texas 20 yea r s  
t h e  Peace and one-time Mayor of Austin. 

2 
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NO. Source - 

51 C 

29 C 
D 

15  A 

I C 

7 D 

8 
0 

52 

2 

C 

D 

A 

D 

28 B 
C 

D 

Notes 
and Travis  Co. 1 2  months ( o r  more) when 1867 White Voter 
L i s t  was compiled ( X I 1 1  s14) . 
Richard Thomas Brownrigg m. Mary Octavia Calhoun 1856. 
(Your e d i t o r  would l i k e  t o  s h a r e  da t a  on Brownriggs.) 

Benjamin F. Car ter  m. Louisa Oakley R u s t  1856. 
18-month-old son of B. F. Ca r t e r  was buried i n  Oakwood Cem- 
e t e r y  i n  1861, and a four-year-old i n  1862 (XII:6, 8 ) .  Ben- 
jamin F. Car te r  was Master of Austin Masonic Lodge #12 i n  
1856 (XVt94). 

Possibly son of John G. and Mary Wade (Henderson) Chal- 
m e r s ,  a s  John G .  was p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  i n  Aust in  1845-47. 
Alexander H. Chzlmers m. Marcia P. Beale 1854. 

James Trav i s  Cleveland m, i n  1846 Rachel H. Coe (b.  1822; 
widow of James Crab t r ee )  (XV838). 

John B. Costa,, a s  Chief J u s t i c e  of T rav i s  County and a Jus-  
t ice of t h e  Peace, was i n  Austin a s  e a r l y  a s  1841. 
H e  was sti l l  o f f i c i a t i n g  a t  marriages 1851-53; was a law- 
ye r ;  r e s i d e d  corner  of T r i n i t y  & Hickory and had o f f i c e s  
a t  northwest corner  of Pine & Congress (XII865-67; X I I I I  
40; XIVg78). 

John F. Dignan, p r i n t e r ,  res with M r s ,  H. Dignan on Bois 
d ' A r c  b Red River & Sabine (son and widow of D. W.?) 
Domenick Thomas W. Dignan m. H a r r i e t t  Horne 1851. 
The Dienan marriage was performed by F i n i s  E. Foster, min- 
ister of t h e  Cumberland Presbyter ian  Church ( X I 1  :65) e 

A l e x . ,  Eanes, sexton,  C i ty  Cemetery, res S . W .  cor  Linden 
and Sabine,  
Major Alexander Eanes (1806-88) resigned h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  
c i t y  sexton i n  1874. '  H e  had kept records &opeful ly  more 
accu ra t e  than  h i s  s p e l l i n g g  of interment s i n c e  t h e  t i m e  
of h i s  appointment by D r .  S .  Go Haynie, then  mayor. Eanes 
and w i f e  Mary A. w e r e  buried i n  southwest s e c t i o n  of old 
Oakwood Cemetery ( X I I t l ) .  

James S o  G i l l e t t  was a d j u t a n t  general  1851-56. H i s  son 
James B. was born i n  Austin i n  1856. 
On 2 1  Sep 1864 Major James S. G i l l e t t  was paid "$25 i n  ad- 
vance For H i r e  of Boy h l a v g 7  Adam" f o r  two months by 
Alexander Eanesp C i t y  Sexton firesumably f o r  work i n  oak- 
wood C e m e t e r y 7  ( ~ 1 1 8 2 2 ) .  

Judge George H. Gray res Congress b North & Walnut. 
Chief J u s t i c e  Trav i s  County; brother'in-law of GOV. An-  
drew J, Hamilton, 
On 18 Mch 1866, Judge George H. Gray's four-year-old son 
J i m y  died of measles ( X I I t l 8 ,  20) .  On t h e  1867 Trav i s  

3 



AGS Q u a r t e r l y  Vol. X V I I  No, 1 Austin T X ,  

N o ,  Source Notes 
0 - 

C o o  Voter Reg i s t r a t ion  L i s t  he was l i s t e d  a s  n a t i v e  of 
Vi rg in ia ,  18 yea r s  i n  Texas, 1 2  months ( o r  more) i n  t h e  
county (XII Is23) ,  

1 A H e  may have been a son of John J, Grumbles who l ived i n  
Austin " a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  1852," 

C Benjamin G r u m u s  m. I s a b e l l a  OOConner i n  1851. 
D Benjamin GrumbAs, n a t i v e  of Delaware, had been i n  Texas 

20 yea r s  i n  1867, per 'rravis Co. V o t e r  L i s t  (XI11120). 

2 1  

33 

17 

24 

27 

46 

5 

45 

' 35 

D Joseph W ,  Hampton i n  1853 w a s  a witness  f o r  Adolph Smith 
who was applying f o r  c i t i z e n s h i p  papers (XIIr61) .  In  
1852 he was Sec re t a ry  of Masonic Lodge #12 (XVs94). 

C A William Henderson was a min i s t e r  of t h e  gospel i n  Tra- 
v i s  County between 1840 and 1882, 

C C,  A. Hopkins m. Laura S o  Bromr igg  1856. 

B J. hl. Lawrence of Lawrence & Clark,  lawyers and r e a l  es- 
t a t e  agents ,  Avenue H o t e l  bu i ld ing ,  corner  of Hickory 
and Congress , 

English Academy i n  1876 (XVIz19). 

Bois dQArc. 

D J, W. LawrenceOs son John, 14, a t tended Texas German and 

B J. M, L i t t e n ,  physician,  o f c  & res n e e .  cor  Colorado and 

C D r ,  J. M. L i t t e n  m. Mary L. Walker 1861, 

A Charles  Lo Mann w a s  a c i t y  mag i s t r a t e  i n  Aust in  i n  1850s. 
C C h a s ,  L o  Mann, J.P. & Mayor,, A d j .  Gen, of Texas 1847. Sec- 

re tary-Treasurer  of t h e  Episcopal Church i n  Austin 1851. 
Clerk a t  t h e  Land Off ice ,  Born 1825 i n  Miss i s s ipp i ,  

D William 0 Connell i n  1855 was a witness  f o r  Henry Sinnig-  
s o h  who was applying for c i t i z e n s h i p  papers (XIIs61),  . 

A bdilliamson Simpson Oldham was s t a t e  p r i n t e r  and co-edi tor  

D On 1 3  Aug 1921 C e c i l  C, Oldham claimed a Confederate Mor- 

of t h e  S t a t e  Gazet te  i n  1855, f i B e 8  Not t o  be confused with 
'OMajorO' William Oldham who died i n  Aust in  i n  1 8 6 8 3  ( b e  T N )  

t ua ry  Warrant f o r  pensioner W. S. Oldham (XIIr30) .  This  was 
probably bd, S o  Oldham Jr. 

* 

B w, o l i p h a n t ,  watchmaker 5, engraver,  Pecan b Congress & Brazos. 
C William J, o l iphan t  m. E l izabe th  J. Walker 1869. 
D I n  March 1861 "Wrn Olgphants Negro Rayford" was buried i n  Oak- 

w o o d  Cemetery; i n  March 1864 'Wm Olipan" l o s t  a 14-year-old 
Negro g i r l  ( X I I s 5 ,  111, I n  November 1855 Wm. and Jane E l i za  
Olgphant were witnesses  for  George Hauk who w a s  applying f o r  
c i t i z e n s h i p  papers  XII IS^^), W, J. Oliphant was Sec re t a ry  
of Aust in  Masonic Lodge i n  1869 and Master i n  1873 (XV894). 
(There a r e  o the r  re ferences  f o r  kdm. J, and Wm. L . )  

- 

a 
4 
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No. Source Notes 
B William Pa t t e r son  res s o w .  cor Cedar & Nueces. 
D William T. Pa t te rson ,  n a t i v e  of Tennessee, had been i n  'Ikx- 

a s  27 yea r s  when t h e  1867 Regis t ry  of Voters was com- 
p i l ed  ( X I I I r l 3 ) .  

3 B Charles Pecht operated a machine shop and brass  foundry 

D Charles  Pecht from Pruss ia  had been i n  T rav i s  County 1 2  
on Red River between Hickory and Ash. 

yea r s  when t h e  1867 Regis t ry  of Voters was compiled, and 
was na tu ra l i zed  i n  a c o u r t  i n  Austin same year  ( X 1 1 1 : 2 1 ) .  
I n  Oliver Cemetery, a double s t o n e  f o r  William and Mary 
El izabe th  Schnoutz, who d i e d  1910 & 1912, was "erected by 
B. F. Pecht" (XIII156) .  In  1876 Charles  Pecht was t h e  
guardian of Charles Lamar, an eight-year-old scho la r  a t  
Texas German and Engl ish Academy (XVI:19), and f a t h e r  of 
13-year-old Ida Pecht (XVI:23). 

6 B W e  W. Pucket t ,  g rocer ,  Wilson's bldg, cor  Colorado and 
Cedar, may have been a r e l a t i v e .  

D The e l e c t i o n  c l e r k  may have thought Cyrus was s p e l l e d  with 
S--see h i s  "F i l ip s . "  Cyrus Puckett  of Indiana had been i n  
Travis  Co. 29 years  when 1867 Regis t ry  of Voters was c o m -  
p i l ed  (XIIIo23).  Also i n  1867 Cyrus m. Marinda Moore and 
was one of t h e  a t t o r n e y s  appointed t o  d i v i d e  t h e  property 
of h i s  pa ren t s ,  Thomas and Nancy Puckett .  (This  is p a r t  of 
near ly , two pages of choice genealogical  d a t a  re Pucket ts  
on t h e  f i r s t  two pages of Volume X I V .  ) 

0 
18 B 

C 
D 

48 B 

C 

D 

10 A 
B 

D 

John H, Robhson S r .  res n.w. co r  B o i s  d * A r c  & Rio Grande. 
John H. Jr., book keeper with J. Bremondp Pecan between 
Congress & Brazos. 
J. H. Robinson of Jobe & Robinson, p r o p r i e t o r s  of Raymond 
House 
John H. Robinson Jr. m. Madelaine Bremond 1868. 
"J H Roberson" paid f o r  t h e  b u r i a l  of two Negro c h i l d r e n  
i n  Oakwood Cemetery during Apr i l  1865 (X11:14)e There a r e  
t o o  many re ferences  for  J. o r  John €1. Robinson t o  quote  
them a l l  here .  

Prof.  B. J. Smith, p r inc ipa1 ,o f  Aust in  C o l l e g i a t e  Female 
I n s t i t u t e ,  new. cor  Pecan & Guadalupe. 
Buford Jackson Smith, Presbyter ian  min i s t e r ;  organized 
Austin C o l l e g i a t e  Female I n s t i t u t e ,  
On 8 Nov 1852, B. J. Smith, min is te r  of t h e  gospe l ,  mar- 
r i e d  Mary E, Dickey t o  E,  ' S t e r l i n g  c. Robertson (XII:67). 
Beauford J. Smith,, n a t i v e  of Kentucky, had been i n  Texas 1 5  
yea r s  when 1867 Regis te r  of Voters compiled ( X 1 1 1 : 1 2 ) *  

Thomas Eskridge Sneed was e l ec t ed  mayor of Austin i n  1856. 
Thomas E,  Sneed of Sheeks & Sneed, .lawyers, res Live oak 
between Guadalupe and San Antonio. 
I n  1900 Thos, E. Sneed had 13-year-old Walter G. Sneed 



Vol. X V I I  NO. 1 Austin TX AGS Q u a r t e r l y  

No e - 

2 5  

19 

37 

1 2  

22  

23 

Source Notes 

A 

A 

C 
D 

B 
C 

B 

B 

B 
C 
D 

* * * * *  

On 23 

enro l led  i n  Texas German and English Adademy ( X V I  827) 

Possibly son of Samuel C. Stone w h o  r e s ided  i n  Austin 

Henry Williams S u b l e t t  represented Trav i s  Co. i n  t he  Sen- 
a t e  of t he  5th L e g i s l a t u r e  (Nov 1853--Feb 1854).  
Henry W ,  S u b l e t t  m. J ane  B e l l  Anderson 1847. 
Records of Oakwood Cemetery show "1859 Austin O c t  3th 
Died Henry W. S u b l e t t  of Apoplexy age Years 42, 4 m and 
6 day" ( X I I ; l ) o  

1851-57. 

J. M, ' r ibaut ,  c a r p e n t e r o  now. cor  Mesquite & San J a c i n t o .  
John M. Tibaut  m. E l izabe th  A.M, Hamilton i n  1854. 

Jo,  Walker, p r i n t e r ,  res new, cor Pine & Guadalupe, 

J, Lo Warren, p rop r i e to r  Railroad House, Pine between 
Neches & R e d  River, 

0, Inbilcox, ca rpen te r ,  res Pecan b Lavaca & Guadalupe, 
Ozwin Willcox m, Fe l lyc in i a  &el ic iana?T Bothmir 1848. 
I n  1878 newspaper list of "Survivors ofl t he  Texas Revo- 
l u t i o n  of 1836, now c i t i z e n s  of T rav i s  Coo" is included 
0. Wilcox (XIIIg72).  In  1885 newspaper l i s t  of '*old 
Texas ve te rans  who have d i e d  i n  Travis County within t h e  
l a s t  t e n  years"  was Oswin Wilcox (X111897). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MAJOR WILLIAM OLDHAM 

June 1868 the  ed i tor  of t he  Daily Austin Sepublican p r in t ed  
(on page 2 ,  column 3 )  t h e  fol lowing i t e m  under the  heading "Local and 
Personal I* 8 

t e rday  w i l l  cause a pang of r e g r e t  among h i s  f r i e n d s .  We had known him 
in t ima te ly  fo r  t h i r t y  years., H e  was among t h e  f i r s t  who c a s t  t h e i r  f o r -  
tunes  with Texas, By a r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Mexican guard a t  S a l t i l l o  
while t h e  Mier p r i sone r s  were on t h e i r  way t o  t h e  c i t y  of Mexico, t h e  
p r i sone r s  w e r e  r e l eased ,  Major Oldham with s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  reached h is  
home on t h e  Brazos a f t e r  having t r a v e l l e d  on foot s e v e r a l  months among 
t h e  mountainous regions of Mexico, s u f f e r i n g  for  food and waterp and en- 
during o the r  hardships ,  which would have caused t he  t o r t u r i n g  dea th  i n  
those d i s t a n t  w i l d s  of one of a less i r o n  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  H e  was g e t t i n g  
o ld ,  and when w e  m e t  him on Saturday morning l a s t ,  w e  thought he looked 
as though the  frosts of many winters  w e r e  t e l l i n g  upon h i s  phys ica l  
frame, H e  s a i d  however t h a t  he  f e l t  t h e  effects of age but  very l i t t l e .  
On Saturday n igh t  while walking towards t h e  r iverp a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  
Avenue, h e  stepped i n t o  a d i t c h ,  and was found next  morning badly h u r t ,  
from the effects of which he d i ed  on Sunday. H e  was buried by the  m a -  
s o n i c  order on yes te rday ,  of which f r a t e r n i t y  he had long been an a c t i v e  

Major Wm. Oldham,--'The dea th  of t he  old rexian w h i c h  w e  not iced yes- * 

a 
6 
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and use fu l  member, Thus, one by one a r e  these old pioneers--the men 
who breasted t h e  storms of Texas, i n  t he  days t h a t  "tried men's s o u l s "  
--leaving us ,  Truly w e  know not  when o r  i n  what manner w e  s h a l l  hear 
t h e  summons, 

0 

I n  1845 General Thomas J, Green. one of t h e  l eade r s .  published h i s  
Journa l  of t h e  Texian Expedition a q a i n s t  Mier, i n  which,-on "A L i s t  of 
Texians who Fouqht i n  t he  B a t t l e  of Mier on t h e  25th and 26th December, 
1842," William Oldham (no rank)  is shown a s  a n a t i v e  of V i rg in i a ,  with 
res idence  i n  Milam Coo, Texas. H e  is a l s o  shown a s  one of t h e  fou r  who 
"effected t h e i r  Escape from t h e  Mountains a f t e r  t h e  Victory of Salado 
fiat S a l t i l l o y  and a r r ived  s a f e l y  i n  Texas." Again he is l i s t e d  w i t h -  
o u t  rank; when he became a major is a quest ion.  If ne had been a com- 
missioned officer i n  t h e  Mexican o r  t h e  C i v i l  War, it seems l i k e l y  
t h a t  E d i t o r  Longley would have mentioned it. 

To 1892, .he  had learned nothing about W i l l i a m  Oldham t o  add t o  Green's 
account,  al though he must have done some research  on t h e  event ,  because 
he changed t h e  t i t l e  of Oldham's companion from L t .  t o  R e v .  Thomas W. 
Cox. Nei ther  h i s t o r i a n  i d e n t i f i e s  a Thomas Oldam/Oldham of Captain 
Pearson/PiersonPs Company, bu t  t h e  presence of George W. Bonnell i n  t he  
company suggests  t h a t  it was formed a t  A u s t i n .  

There is a n a t u r a l  tendency t o  confuse "Major" William Oldham w i t h  

By 1892, when John Henry Brown wrote h i s  History of Texas From 1685 

Williamson Simpson Oldham, e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  The Handbook of Texas g ives  
t h e  l a t t e r ' s  dea th  d a t e  a s  1868 a l s o  (May 8 t h ) .  But t h e  p l ace  is re- 
f e r r e d  t o  a s  Houston; and s u r e l y ,  i n  an Austin paper,  '*the Avenue" 
could only mean Congress Avenue fo r  t h e  major's nemesis. 

Furthermore, W. S. Oldham d i d  not  come t o  Texas u n t i l  1849--he 
was speaker of the Arkansas House of Representat ives  when t h e  Mier Ex- 
ped i t ion  se t  out.  Lawyer and E d i t o r  Williamson Simpson Oldham (1813-68) 
had f i v e  ch i ld ren  when he a r r ived  i n  Aust in;  presumably the  Confederate 
ve t e ran  W e  S. Oldham (p.  4 )  was h i s  son and namesake, 

n 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

A KASE OF UNREKWITED KOURTESY 
Not long agop an out -of -s ta te  person wrote t o  M r .  Se th  Breeding, 

our ka re fu l  keeper of antikwated kwar t e r l i e s ,  and rekwested a c e r t a i n  
i s s u e  of AGS Kwarterly. T o  k u r t a i l  her wai t ing t i m e ,  he immediately 
klapped it i n t o  a kontainer  and wrote an akkompanying letter inform- 
ing  her  t h a t  t h e  p r i c e  was $1.50, which she kould send t o  our t r easu -  
rer a t  the k o r r e c t  address ,  

Then kind-hearted M r .  Breeding, who kan ' t  kanter  a s  kwickly a s  
he kould, made a t r i p  t o  the  post  o f f i c e  and konsidered the  t ransak-  
t i o n  klosed a s  f a r  a s  he was koncerned. 

But t o  h i s  kons te rna t ion  t h e  kwarterly kame back w i t h  no kom- 
pensat ion,  but  t h e  k u r t  komment t h a t  it d i d  not  kontain any i n f o r -  
mation kmcern ing  t h e  kinsman t h e  korrespondent was kwesting. 

K o s t  t o  the Society!  k r a f t  envelope, postage,  dep rec i a t ion  of t h e  
kwar te r ly ' s  va lue  from new t o  sekond-hand, and t h e  energy konsumed by 
M r .  Breeding and h i s  kar .  

Kommentr Some kooky k a r a c t e r s  must  konsider us a free c i rku-  
l a t i n g  l i b r a r y ,  b u t  t h a t  konklusion is no t  k w i t e  korrect. 

7 
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1868 CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

Called by General Winfield Scott Hancock, commander of t he  F i f t h  
M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  (Texas and Louis iana)  under Congressional Reconstruc- 
t i o n ,  t h i s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convention assembled a t  Aust in  1 June 1868, 
I t  broke up " in  confusion" on 8 Feb 1869; i n  s e s s i o n  about 150 days,  
t h e  convention spen t  over $200,000 and d i d  no t  even complete t h e  con- . 
s t i t u t i o n .  

B u t  w e  must remember h o w  d is turbed  those  t i m e s  w e r e ,  h o w  b i t t e r  
t h e  antagonisms, The South had lo s t  t h e  C i v i l  War, so t h e  major i ty  of 
her c i t i z e n s  w e r e  d i s f r anch i sed ,  For t he  f irst  t i m e ,  the  Republican 
Par ty  had more power than  the  Democratic--a power they w e r e  deter- 
mined t o  r e t a i n ,  

For  t h a t  reasonp the  de lega te s  wasted nine- tenths  of t h e  t i m e  
t r y i n g  t o  l a y  t h e  ground w o r k  f o r  continued Republican supremacy when 
readmission of Texas t o  t h e  Union was achieved, They discussed a g r e a t  
many mat te rs  over which they had no r i g h t f u l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  (see T h e  
Handbook of Texas 18402). 

voted only t h e  l a s t  t e n  of 150 days t o  a c t u a l l y  wr i t i ng  t h e  c o n s t i -  
t u t i o n ,  with t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  it was no t  f i n i shed  when t h e  convention 
d isso lved ,  Only 45 of t h e  90 de lega te s  signed t h e  p a r t i a l l y  assembled 
document be fo re  t h e  convention adjourned. 

On 23 June 1868, A ,  H. Longley, editor of the  Daily Aust in  Repub- 
l i c a n ,  published a f i e r y  e d i t o r i a l  i n  r e b u t t a l  t o  the d isparaging  re- 
marks made about convention de lega te s  by "our Rebel f r i e n d s . "  Longley 
wrote t h a t  de l ega te s  had been labe led  "Carpet-baggers , '' "Black and 

ran,"  "Mongrels, I' etc. , but he contended t h a t  they w e r e  "some of t he  
a b l e s t  men i n  t h e  S t a t e  , , some of the b r i g h t e s t  i n t e l l e c t s  of which 
the  South can boast, '! T o  prove h i s  po in t  he p r in t ed  the  c h a r t  repro- 
duced h e r e i n a f t e r ,  which he recommended t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  adve r sa r i e s  
i n  t h e s e  words8 

"Read it, you howling, l y ing ,  miserable  scamps who e d i t  R e b e l  
newspapers, and you w i l l  see yourselves  convicted of falsehood and 
s l ande r  i n  every paper you have issued within t h e  l a s t  fou r  months. 
Read it, Conservatives of Texas,, and then determine how much c r e d i t  
can be a t tached  t o  t h e  s ta tements  of Conservative editors,--Read it, 
Loyal men of t h e  country,  and f i n d  t h e  names of those  i n  Texas w h o  
dared t o  do r i g h t  when temptat ions t o  wrong surrounded them on a l l  
sides,--men whom n e i t h e r  t h e  misd i rec t ing  a rdor  of t h e i r  f e l l o w -  
c i t i z e n s ,  nor the i n s o l e n t  t h r e a t s  of imperious t y r a n t s  could induce 
t o  become t r a i t o r s ,  , 

s e r v a t i v e s ,  an equal number of Black Republicans, and seventy- three 
White Republicans , '' 

I t  is reported t h a t  t h e  Cons t i t u t iona l  Convention of 1868-69 de- 

"Among t h e  n ine ty  names given below t h e r e  a r e  e i g h t  or n ine  Con- 

(on t h e  c h a r t s  on t h e  f ac ing  and fol lowing pages, i d e n t i f i c a -  
tions--some merely ten ta t ive-are  f r o m  t h e  f irst  two volumes of 
The Handbook of Texas, wherein may be found t h e  suggested names.) 

. 

8 



NAME AGE NATIVITY OCCUPA'i'ION HOW LONG 
I N  TEXAS I" L' 8 

38 Flor ida Lawyer M r .  PRESIDENI' 

ADAMS 
ARMSTRONG of Jasper  

ARMSTRONG of Lamar 62 Tennessee Farmer 
BELL 48 Florida Merchant 
BELLINGER 66 S .  Carolina Surveyor 6, Stockra iser  
BLEDSOE 69 Kentucky Farmer 

BOARD 64 v i  rg  i n i a  P l a n t e r  
BOYD 35 N. Carolina Lawyer 
BROWN 52  Virginia  Carpenter & Jo iner  
BRYANL' of Grayson 50 Kentucky Farmer 

BRYAN? of Harris 38 Kentucky Minis ter  
BUFFINGPON 62 S. Carolina M i n i s t e r  of t h e  Gospel 

BUTLER 25 N e w  York Farmer 

BURNETT 25  Geprgia Lawyer \ 

CALDWELL 45 Tennessee Lawyer 
CARrER 45 Massachusetts Manufacturer 6 Merchant 
COLE 48 Kentucky Farmer 
COLFNAN 25 N e w  Jer 8 ey Carpenter 
CONS'rANI' 34 I l l i n o i s  L'eacher 
cuw1.s 60 Virginia  Car pent er 
DEGENER 59 Germany Merchant 

DOWNING 56 Virginia  Farmer 
EVANS of McLennan 31 Tennessee 
EVANS of I ' i tus  51 Tennessee Lawyer 

FAYLE 50 England Judge 
FLANIGAN 62 Virginia  Lawyer 

FLANIGANTWebster 35 Kentucky Revenue Of f i ce r  

FLEMING 
FOSTER 40 New York Carr iage Maker 

Edmund J. D a v i s  

James Armstrong 

A, Bledsoe of Dallas 

Anthony M o 8  father of David E , ?  

u3 .Anderson? Buffington 

C. Me? B u t l e r  

Edward Degener 

Lemuel D a l e  Evans 

James Winwright Ffanggan 

Webster Flanagan, son of above, was a collector of i n t e r n a l  revenueo 

20 y e a r s  
/3Q?/ 
30 

19  
1 4  
30 
23  

2 5  
13  
11 
1 5  

11 
33 

3 

5 
10 
16 
31 

3 
9 
8 

18 

I 

I 0 

24 

17 
25 

2 5  
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MONROE 50 
NEMCOMB 30 
probably James Pearson Newcomb 

OAKS 38 
BA'lW3M 43 
PEDIGO 47 

PHILLIPS of San Augustine 52 
PHILLIPS of Wharton 42 
POSEY 27 
ROGERS 61 
RUBY 37 

SCHUTZE 33 

probably from Tyler Co, 

G. T. RUW 

Virginia 
Nova Scoeia 

Tennessee 
New York 
Virginia 

Tennessee 
Virginia 
Indiana 
nmnessee 
Maine 

Germany 
probably Julius Schuetze 
SCOTT 36 Virginia 
SLAUGHPER 
S M I T H  of Galveston 
S M I T H  of Marion 

P SORREL 
STOCKBRIDGE 
SUMNER 
TALBOT 
THOMAS 
VARNELL 
VAUGHAN 
HAT ROUS 

WHITMORE 

WILLIAMS 
WILSON of Brazoria 
WILSON of Milam 

P 

perhaps brother of 

probably George W, 

WRIGHT 
YARBOROUGH 

23 Alabama 
50 Pennsylvania 
25 Alabama 
41 
35 Pennsylvania 
34 Vermont 
53 New York 
42 Missouri 
56 Tennessee 
37 fennessee 
57 Tennessee 

41 Tennessee 

44 Virginia 
24 *l.'exas 
62 Scotland 

66 N, Carolina 

John Charles Watrous (62) 

Whitmore (44) 

Farmer 
Printer 

Farmer 
Miller & Merchant 
Lawyer 

Merchant & Farmer 
Merchant 
Merchant 
Physician 
Teacher 

'reacher 

Farmer 
Law Student 
Physician 
Lawyer 

Mail Contractor 
Watchmaker & Horticulturist 
Farmer 
Editor 
Farmer 
Farmer 
Wheelwright 

Lawyer 

Law Student 
Farmer 

Farming & Horticulture 

30 years 
28 

25 
9 
20 

32 
31 
3 
30 
2 

17 

29 
22 

5 
5 

32 
10 
17 
22 
29 
14. 
12 

20 

12 
24 
17 

22 
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HAPPY H U W r I N G  GROUND 

Send que r i e s  t o  Mrs, H, H,  Rugeley, 2202 W. 10, Austin T X  78703. 
Please include a t  l e a s t  one da te  and p lace  with each one, U s e  names 
or abbreviat ions of months; proofread copy, Quer i e s  a r e  free., 

6dErHERSBY. Need parents  of (1) J,J. Liqon b, 20 Aug 1825 SC; d o  27 
June  1865 Alvarado TX;  m, Evaline G r i f f i n  b, 1830 AL; d o  27 Mch 1884, 
Alvarado, ( 2 )  Wm & d o  Brotherton b, 8 D e c  18183 d o  14  Feb 1884 TX;  
m, 8 Jan 1852 t o  P r i s c i l l a  Jane Wethersby b, 14 Mch 1831 GA; d o  8 Jan  
1889 TX, ( 3 )  Wm Henry Liqon Sr. b, V A B  m, 10 May 1854 Fayet te  C o  TX 
t o  M ,  E l izabe th  Jones, ( 4 )  Augustus Samuel Kennedy b, 11 May 1818 
T N ;  d o  28 Apr 1889 Fayet te  C o  TX; m. 15  Sep 1842 Fayet te  C o  t o  Mary J. 
Earthman b. 22  O c t  1819 MO; d o  31 Aug 1890 Fayet te  C o  TX,  (5) Robert 
Wm - R i c e  b, 1851 TPJ; m, Lucy Mary Rowland b, 1858 TX, ( 6 )  John Row- - land b, 1812 KY; m, Nancy --- b. 1822 KY, W i l l  exchange information. 
--Mrs, Barbara June Ligon Tumey, 811 E. 31, Austin TX 78705 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

terly Journal  /And I thought w e  had a long t i t le! /  would l i k e  t o  ex- 
change information on t h i s  family,  The journal  c a r r i e s  f r e e  quer ies  
f o r  members; annual dues a re  $5.--Forrest E,  P u r c e l l ,  3929 Southview 
Avenue, Dayton OH 45432, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

who was married on 19  Aug 1839 i n  Randolph Co, MO t o  Charles Chastain 
McKinney (b, 28 Mch 1816/17, Lincoln C o g  KY--see AGS Quarter ly  Xi78109 
and XV1846). Charles C, was son of Abraham 5, Eleanor (P ra the r )  M c -  
Kinney, ( 2 )  Tarresa El izabeth Honea McKinney b. 2 1  J l y  1885; m. 
W i l l i a m  A t w e l l  Rambo, H e r  f a t h e r  w a s  Robert Honea McKinney,--Mrs, 
Lucy Ann Rambo Bates, Box 695, Trona CA 93562. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

PAYNE R o B E ~ r S _ S H A R P _ S ~ E A T P N - T U M E Y _ k d A B E _ I ,  Would l i k e  t o  ex- 
change da ta  on these  people and t h e i r  parents8 (1) George Tumey m, 
18 Sep 1818 Mercer Co,  KY t o  Nel ly  House, 
8 May 1821 KY; d o  18 Feb 1870 Aust in  TX;  m, E l iza  Jane  Evans b, 7 Mch 
1830 KY; d o  5 D e c  1908, Aus t in ,  ( 2 )  Wm Braden b, MD; d o  p re  1850; 
m, Nancy Payne b. 9 Apr 1810 Su l l ivan  C o ,  T N g  d o  1 Sep 1846. ( 3 )  
Nathan Roberts b, 1774 VA; m, Abigail  Bishop, ( 4 )  Sarah Sharp b: 
1822 Mo; d o  TX;  m, Jeremiah Roberts b, 9 Jan 1801 T N ;  d .  5 Feb 1866 
Caldwell Co, TIC, ( 5 )  Thompson Wilburn m, P r i s c i l l a  B a r t l e t t ;  Solo- 
mon B a r t l e t t  m. I sabe l l a  Marshall,, ( 6 )  Reuben Payne b. ca 1750 VA; 
d o  1845 Monroe Cop KY; m, Elizabeth Sweatman, ( 7 )  Daniel T. Payne 
b,  9 J ly  1780 VA; d.  15  June 1858 Monroe Co, KYI m. Martha Sarah 
Fraz ie r  b, 7 Nov 1783 TNg d ,  1849 Monroe C o g  KY, Also Elihu F raz i e r ,  
< 8 ) t e l l o n  Made m. Judy Chancellor born Chancersvi l le  /Chancellors- 
v i l l e ? /  VA,--Robert C a r l  Tumey Sr., 811 E,  31, Aus t in  TX 78705, Write 
him or c a l l  1-512-478-7987 about t h e  2nd Annual ‘I‘UMEY FAMILY REUNION 
a t  Z i lker  Park Rock Gardens a l l  day Sunday 11 Ju ly  1976. Bring k in fo lks ,  
covered d i sh ,  beverages f o r  your par ty ,  and your FAMILY TREE, 

B R O ~ H E W r O N ~ E A W r H M A N ~ G R I F F I N _ J O ” N E S ~ K E N N E D Y ~ L I G O N ~ R I C E ~ R O W ~ N D ~  

PURCELL, Edi tor  of Pu rce l l  Family Geneafoqical Associat ion Quar- 

DAVIS-McKENNEY-RAMO. Seeking da ta  on (1) Mary Ann Green D a v i s  

BARTL ETT-B IS HOP-BRADEN-CHANCELLOR-EVANS-FFtAZ I ER-HOUS E-MARSHALL- 

Son Thomas House Tumey b. 


















