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NOTES ON NAMES FROM DR. AMES 

A t  t h e  March meeting, AGS members enjoyed an hour of f a s c i n a t i n g  
d i s c o u r s e  on surnames g iven  by D r .  Karl A m e s ,  a professor a t  The Uni- 
v e r s i t y  of Texas a t  Austin.  I n  f ac t ,  t h e  program w a s  so e n t h u s i a s t i -  
c a l l y  received t h a t  D r .  A m e s  w a s  persuaded t o  r e t u r n  and t e l l  us  about  
place names the very next  month! 

I n  o r d e r  t o  s h a r e  t h i s  d e l i g h t f u l  exper ience  wi th  those  who could 
n o t  a t t e n d ,  and t o  provide a r e fe rence  fo r  those  who d i d ,  it w a s  sug- 
fested t h a t  t h e  e d i t o r  pub l i sh  her no te s  i n  t h e  q u a r t e r l y .  Noteworthy 
s t a t emen t s  came so t h i c k  and f a s t  t h a t  I may have f a i l e d  t o  t a k e  them 
a l l  down proper ly ;  i f  so, apologies  are of fered .  

cour se  "The American Experience," GHE 913) w i t h  a summary of t h e  l o c a l  
te lephone  d i r e c t o r y ,  po in t ing  o u t  the m o s t  f r equen t  names i n  o r d e r  
(Smith, Johnson, Williams, Brown,  Jones, Miller, Davis, Wilson, Ander- 
son ,  and Tay lo r ) ,  and s o m e  amusing ones. 

As an example of reasons behind t h e  assumption of names, t h e  pro- 
fessor cited H o w a r d  a s  a f a v o r i t e  among Negroes a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War be- 
cause  0, 0. H o w a r d  w a s  head of the  Freedmen's Bureau. Fink ( a  love ly  
songbi rd ,  the  f i n c h )  f e l l  i n t o  d i s r e p u t e  because it was t h e  name of a 

i n g  assumed, about 68% w e r e  derived from ( a )  the l o c a t i o n  of t h e  home 
and ( b )  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  f i r s t  name (patronymics) .  O t h e r  names w e r e  ac- 
qu i r ed  from (c)  a man's occupat ion or ( d )  a d e s c r i p t i v e  nickname. 

f r o m  priest@s cot / tage/ ;  Woolcot--cot of a woolworkera Kirk--near a 
church;  Backus--near bake housed Cross--near crossroads; Nelms--near 
elms; Nash--near ash tree; Redford--near reedy ford;  Swan--near a tav-  
e r n  w i t h  a swan on its s i g n ;  Dool i t t l e  s o m e t i m e s  evolved from a Franch- 

D r .  A m e s  opened h i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  condensed address  (based on h i s  

celebrated strike breaker ,  
During t h e  1 1 t h  through t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  when surnames were be- 

Examples of ( a ) $  Travis from traverse, a c r o s s i n g  place; P r e s c o t t  e 

n 

man who had lived n e a r  an inn--De l ' ho te l .  
( b ) ,  J u s t  as the  Scot t ish have Mac and the  I r i s h  M c  and 0' fo r  

"son of ,*@ the Welsh use  t h e  pref ix  *@ap.*@ Thus Pugh comes from apHugh. 
The  Engl ish use  "son" and 9ekinsee  f o r  t h e  d iminut ive  edi t ion--John h i s  
son became Johnson,, Tompkins, etc. 

Nicknames for  Henry ( H a l  and Harry) l e d  t o  Halkins--Hawkins and 
Harr i son;  David's son became Davidson, Davison, Davieson, etc. David 
w a s  cor rupted  t o  Daw i n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  and h is  son w a s  c a l l e d  Dawkins 
or Dawson, Adam was shortened t o  A t  and acqui red  t h e  s u f f i x  "k ins , "  

(c). Occupational surnames are f a i r l y  obvioust M i l l e r  ( b u t  t h i s  
could be  assumed from res idence  nea r  a m i l l  a l so) ,  B u t l e r  ( a  bott ler-  
i n  cha rge  of t h e  lord 's  wine cel lar)  , Harper (played t h e  harp) @ Chan- 
d l e r  (made or sold c a n d l e s ) ,  Wright (maker of th ings ,  such as  carts, 
wains, wheels, etc.). A Smith w a s  an a r t i s a n  of some kind of metal such 
gold o r  s i lver ;  a Coward  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  a cowherd; a Marshall  w a s  i n  
charge of horses (and later of other important departments of an over- 
lo rd ' s  household) while  Stoddard w a s  r e spons ib l e  for  t h e  s t u d  herd. 

A Walker had a s p e c i a l i z e d  t rader  he wore heavy boots and tramped 
on c lo th  t o  s o f t e n  it, A Chapman was a trader or peddler,  and from 
t h i s  comes t h e  condescending t e r m  "old chap,@@ 

Some men took t h e i r  surnames from t h e  roles t hey  played i n  t h e  
p a r i s h  mora l i t y  playsr  Death, Bishop, Angel, King, etc. O t h e r  names 
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w e r e  assigned t o  men who had emigrated f r o m  f a r  away8 Walsh (Welsh), 
Scott, Fleming, French, ~bviously, a man l i v i n g  i n  Wales would n o t  be 
s ing led  out a s  Welshman, such a name i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  family 
l e f t  their homeland early, before  a surname had been permanently set, 

tiv& nicknames w e  find Calvin = baldheadedg Scarbrough = clef t  pa la te8  
CrUikShankS = crooked Begsg Ballard = baldheadedg Jay  = a k2llkeTp from 
t h e  c h a t t e r i n g  jaybirds  Bigod swore f r q u e n t l y g  C u r t i s  was courteous8 
Kennedy and Malatesta had swollen heads; Campbell = crooked mouth8 Cam- 
eron = crooked nose, 
Loveless Backed f r i e n d s ,  and w a s  sometimes changed t o  Lovelace t o  d i s -  
g u i s e  t h a t  sad l a b e l ,  Lovell means l i t t l e  w o l f  (Lupin0 i n  I t a l i a n ) ,  

D r ,  A m e s  commented t h a t  an Irish c u s t o m  o f f i c i a l  asked for t h e  
meaning of an immigrantas ( t o  h i m )  unpronounceable name, Zajck. Learn- 
ing  t h a t  it was r a b b i t ,  he unceremoniously r ech r i s t ened  t h e  man O'Hare! 

I n  "An Approach t o  American Place  Names, O 0  D r ,  A m e s  offer& so many 
i n t r i g u i n g  explanat ions t h a t  1 didnPt have t i m e  t o  w r i t e  t h e m  a l l  down, 

(d), I n  t h e  amusing (though s o m e t i m e s  c r u e l )  realm of descr ip-  

Snow and Frost  may i n d i c a t e  brematurely gray h a i r ,  

H e  recommended two books by George Stewarts N a m e s  on the  Land and N a m e s  
on t h e  Globe, t h e  f i r s t  of which was reviewed at a meeting of our So- 
c i e t y  some yea r s  ago, 

One amusing note8 The e a r l y  English settlers feared  t h a t  Indian 
p l ace  names might con ta in  an ' i nvoca t ion  t o  t h e  d e v i l ,  so at first they 
refused t o  use  them, The Pilgrims renamed geographical f e a t u r e s  for  
their  former homes or for  places  i n  t he  B i b l e .  Hence,, a p lace  on the  
map named N e w  Salem an teda te s ,  s ay ,  Mat tapoise t t ,  

26  s t a t e s ,  18 l a r g e  cities, and coun t l e s s  lakes, ,  rivers, and s t reams,  

"Little Egypt" g r a i n  a rea  of I l l i n o i s  (and t h e  s a m e  r e f e rence  t o  Joseph's 
fu rn i sh ing  corn  t o  h i s  b ro the r s  is t r a d i t i o n a l l y  appl ied  t o  Egypt, Texas), 
Some promoters gave grandiose names such a s  P a r i s ,  London, and Berlin t o  
their  proposed cit ies i n  t h e  hope of s e l l i n g  more tom lots, 

ties i n  t he  United S t a t e s  named for  Washington, and 46 postal s t a t i o n s ,  
A f t e r  t h e  Revolutionary Warp many g r a t e f u l  ve t e rans  named their communi- 
t ies for  La faye t t e  ( 2 1  l i s t i n g s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  Directory of Pos t  O f f i c e s  
i n  1965) and his  e s t a t e  La Grange (16); f o r  Pulaski  of Poland were named 
11 plus  Plaska,  Texas, The S w a m p  Fox, Francis  Marion, has  ( p o s s i b l y )  30 
namesakes--and so it goes, B r o w s e  through the  p o s t a l  gu ide- i t ' s  fun! 

o b j e c t ,  such a s  Sugar Loaf H i l l  (sugar w a s  sold i n  two-poiand loaves i n  
t h e  1 7 t h  Century) ,  Matrimony Creek is said t o  be  so c a l l e d  because it is 
so s w i f t  t h a t  itos hard t o  ge t  o u t  of, D r .  A m e s  said, but t h a t  sounds l i k e  
some wagOs post-facto cont r ived  w i t t i c i s m ;  it s e e m s  more l i k e l y  t h a t  it 
was the  scene of a notable  wedding or weddings, 

Among "Places Named fo r  an Bncident,," t h e  speaker cited Frognot i n  
Co l l in  C~unty, ,  Texass t he  name was changed f r o m  Dixon School when the  sur- 
plus  of f r o g s  had been k i l l e d ,  Q f t e n  the founding f a t h e r s  had t r o u b l e  
f ind ing  a name t h a t  was not a l ready  a post office in that s t a t e ,  Nebraska 
t r a d i t i o n  has it t h a t  in despera t ion  one such settler asked "Why n o t  c a l l  
it bdynot?" Sometimes they submitted t h e  name of t h e  manufacturer of the  
i r o n  s t o v e  around which they s a t ,  or the  brand of matches (Searchlight,  
Nevada) on t h e  grocery she lves  around them, P i c t u r e  a group:of w h i t t l e r s  

However,, t h e  effect of many Indian c u l t u r e s  is f e l t  in the names of 

The old World i n f luence  is obvious i n  such p laces  as Cairo i n  the  

A g r e a t  many place names a r e  commemorative8 @ , g o , ,  there a r e  31 coun- 

Some landmarks w e r e  named fo r  t h e i r  fancied resemblance t o  a f a m i l i a r  

'\ 
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and tobacco chewers s i t t i n g  i n  t he  sun watching t w o  beetles s t r u g g l e  
fo r  one s m a l l  ' 'buffalo chip,"  and you can see the  reason fo r  the  name 
Bug Tuss l e  ( b u t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  make the grade fo r  the  p o s t a l  g u i d e ) ,  The 
temporary housing of t he  post off ice  i n  the Odd Fel lows '  Hal l  l e d  t o  
t h e  naming of Odd, Vi rg in ia  (no t  a post office now). 

I n  t h e  category of Folk Etymology, Professor A m e s  pointed o u t  the  
tendency of t h e  pioneers  t o  change names t h a t  w e r e  fo re ign  t o  them i n t o  

fl \ something more e a s i l y  understood or pronounced. For example, the word 
contredanse ( i n  which l i n e s  of dancers face each o t h e r )  became "Country 
dance," even if it had o r i g i n a t e d  i n  the ballrooms of Paris. 

4 I t  is your ed i tor ' s  s t r o n g  convic t ion  t h a t  w e  should n o t  feel aPo1- 
ogetic about any un le t t e r ed  ances to r s  w e  may have had; i f  they had a l -  
lowed awe of more h igh ly  educated contemporaries t o  smother their  in-  
n a t e  boldness and ambition f o r  the lands of the  West, w e  might a l l  s t i l l  
be l i v i n g  e a s t  of the  Miss i ss ippi .  

these names8 Olean, N e w  Y o r k ,  " f r o m  a squaw named Oily Ann"; SchenectadY 
N e w  York--"skinned neck today"; Drink Water Road--no cider t o  be had. 

r i v e r  was f irst  recorded on S t .  Anthony's Day. Port land,  Oregon, won 
o u t  by t h e  toss of a c o i n  by emigrants f rom Port land,  Maine, over those 
from Boston. Onovil le  emerged from the 'protests ( " O h ,  no: " )  of some 
of its c i t i z e n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  proposed "Jugvi l le .  " 

is N o m e ,  Alaska. Someone wrote "Name?" beside its dot on a map, and 
the  o f f i c i a l  car tographer  misread it a s  N o m e .  D r .  Ames'also cited Poo- 
tupag which became Port  Tobaccop Maryland. 

Y o r k ,  w h i c h  is a combination of Pennsylvania and Yankee. Texarkana of 
cour se  is a composite of the  t w o  s t a t e s  i n  which it lies. Texas towns 
which a r e  words s p e l l e d  backwards include Tesnus, Rolyat ,  Sacu lp  and 
Tenrag. Lake I t a s c a  ( source  of t h e  Miss i s s ipp i  River) was derived 
f r o m  a L a t i n  phrase,  v e r i t a s  caput  ( t h e  t r u e  head).  

of stubbornness.  The s t a t e  of Washington might have borne the more 
e c o l o g i c a l l y  appropr i a t e  name "Sequoia" had n o t  the averson t o  Indian 
names persisted, r e in fo rced  by an a r d e n t  p a t r i o t ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  w e  
should have a s t a t e  named for  the  f a t h e r  of o u r  country.  

c o r r u p t  L'eau F r o i d e  ( co ld  water)  phonet ica l ly  t o  Low F re igh t ;  Chemin 
Couvert (covered br idge)  t o  Smackover; Aux A r c s  ( a t  t h e  B o w s )  t o  
Ozarks; L e  Mont V e r t  ( t h e  green mount) t o  Lemon Fair ,  etc. The m o s t  
d e l i g h t f u l  evolu t ion  was the  Spanish E l  R i o  de  l a s  Animas Perdidas  en 
Purga tor io  ( t h e  river of s o u l s  l o s t  i n  purgatory)  t o  the  French Pur-  
ga to i r e  t o  the  American Picketwire .  (You have t o  hear t h a t  pronounced 

t o  a p p r e c i a t e  the  humorous logic.)  

names. A f t e r  the  American Revolution, English, commemoratives w e r e  de- 
c i d e d l y  o u t  of s t y l e ,  and m o s t  w e r e  changed t o  honor American heroes. 
During World War I (and t o  a lesser e x t e n t ,  World War 11), many German 
names w e r e  changed, o f t e n  t o  t h e  English t r a n s l a t i o n .  A f t e r  H i t l e r  
adopted the  anc ien t  symbol. the people of Swastika,  Arizona, renamed 
t h e i r  town B r i l l i a n t ,  

O t h e r  examples of f o l d  etymology a r e  t he  d e r i v a t i o n s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  

Some places w e r e  named by chance8 San Antonio, Texas, because its 

The m o s t  amusing example of a town name t h a t  a r o s e  from a mistake 

Then there w a s  Invention--"made up" names, such a s  Penn Yan, N e w  

D r .  A m e s  observed t h a t  o u r  p l ace  naming sometimes r evea l s  a s t r e a k  

. 
B l i s s f u l  ignorance of fo re ign  languages l ed  our  f o r e f a t h e r s  t o  

v 

The changing of f a sh ion  has had i t s  effect on our geographical  

23 



AGS Q u a r t e r l y  V o l ,  mII No, 2 Austin TX 

0 Some ea r thy  Anglo-Saxon vo~dls lost their r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  as t i m e  
passed, and as a r e s u l t  a c e r t a i n  s t ream i n  North Carol ina began t o  
appear in deeds and grants by t h e  more f r i g i d  s p e l l i n g  of Hoar Creek,  
A narrow passage of water was r e f e r r e d  t o  as a strait i n s t ead  of a gut, 
Victor ian  n i c e t y  changed Maidenhead (a h e r a l d i c  t e r m  r e f e r r i n g  t o  a 
charge r ep resen t ing  t h e  head of the Virgin Mary) t o  Lawrenceville. 

But t h e  p@Opl@,of Fink, Texas, r e f u s e  to C a p i t u l a t e  t o  t h e  de- 
town name rogatory connotat ion t h a t  thkir is c u r r e n t l y  burdened with, E 

bless Oem! 

~ a ~ # # # 9 # # # # # X X X ~ # ~ ~ ~ # ~ ~ ~ # # #  b 

PROFESSIONAL AD6 IN 1850s 

Miss Plattie Claiborne,  a c t i v e  AGS member f r o m  Bastrop, has k ind ly  
s e n t  in a copy of a scrap of newspaper showing the  "businkss ca rds"  of 
lawyers and doctors i n  and around Austin,  Each "ad0' c a r r i e d  a d a t e  
which seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  it appeared, These d a t e s  range 
from 1 March 1853 t o  5 August 1854, 

L i s t e d  a s  "Attorney and CounselPor at Law" are John hl, Chandler 
(La Grange); A ,  J, Hamilton (Austin) ; A, H, Chalmers (Austin--"Will 
p r a c t i c e  in a l l  t he  Courts of t h e  Second J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t " ) ;  and F, L o  
Denison (Wa~o--'~Will p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  Counties of Milam, B e l l ,  William- 
son,, McLelaan /The t y p e s e t t e r  t w i c e  spel led McLennan thuso / ,  Falls, 
Limestone, Freestone, Navarro, and Hill. Will act  as Land Agent and 
a t t e n d  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  Land T i t l e s ,  ' '1 

torn* at Law & General Land Agents" of Austin,  
l y  t o  l o c a t i n g  and pa ten t ing  land,  buying and s e l l i n g  and paying t axes ,  
redeeming land sold for  t h e  same, c o l l e c t i n g  and prosecut ing claims 
a g a i n s t  t h e  Republic or S t a t e  of Texas, and t o  business  general ly--  
can g i v e  any refgerence required,"  

Three Bastrop d O C t Q r S @  ca rds  are found on t h i s  s c r a p  of papera 
Dr, So pf, Rawls "Respectfully tenders  h i s  p ro fes s iona l  services t o  the  
c i t i z e n s  of Bastrop and v i c i n i t y ,  Office--In t h e  store house of Gam- 
b l e  6, C o o "  

0 
More specific is the card  of "Lawrence, Nelson & Brownrigg, A t -  

''Will a t t e n d  prompt- 

D r ,  Charles H, Bloger, "Office--Three doors above the  Court House." t 
D r ,  J ,  H, Lane " O f f e r s  his pro fes s iona l  services t o  the c i t i z e n s  

of BaStmp and v i c i n i t y ,  Office--On Main Street, up stairs, i n  the  
room formerly occupied by Messrs, Rutherford & Wall, where he may be a 

found at all hours unless prof---/fessionally c a l l e d  away?/, 
S ince  t h e r e  is some talk of sanc t ion ing  acf@ertising by profes-  

s i o n a l  men /@r--@erSonS--yUk!/, these century-old @Xampl@S -Wgr be o€ 
i n t e r e s t  aside from the  names involved, 

Historical Socie ty  Museum, where she has  been b u s i l y  compiling biograph- 
i c a l  data for t h e  forthcoming pub l i ca t ion ,  Bastroe, County. The County 
Historicall  Comiss ion  is Pevisingl and en larg ing  an e a r l i e r  book, 
which w e  hope t o  review i n  t h e s e  pages whew it is published, 

"Miss Matti@" found this Scrap of paper in t h e  Bastrop Comty 

0 
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CLIPS AND QUIPS 

"Histor ians  e i t h e r  f a l l  s h o r t  of t h e  duty  of t h e i r  p rofess ion  by 
showing undue deference,  or while  eager ly  seeking o u t  the  t r u t h  of a 
ma t t e r ,  they  must needs endure ha t r ed ,  of which t r u t h  itself is t h e  . 
mother . '' 

--William of Tyre, 1184 * 

I n  The Jun io r  H i s to r i an ,  V o l .  X N o .  1 p. 2 1 ,  w e  found t h i s  quo- 
t a t i o n  t h a t  seems equal ly  appropr i a t e  t o  genea log i s t s  w h o  uncover a 
"shady c h a r a c t e r "  i n  the- family- background Should w e  ( a s  so many of 
our  predecessors have done) h ide  or g l o s s  over the facts and thus  in- 
c u r  the scorn  of o b j e c t i v e  r e sea rche r sp  o r  revea l  t h e m  a t  t he  cost  of 
others '  anger and poss ib ly  pain? Comments inv i t ed .  

This T r a i l  G r e w  C lea re r  . 

AGS Co-President B i l l  Kaiser is j u b i l a n t  over a stroke of luck  
he  had recent ly , ,  Through the  column "Trails Grown D i m "  i n  O l d  West 
Maqazine, he made c o n t a c t  with a d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e  he had never known 
who shared information with him on h is  mother's f a t h e r ' s  family,  t h e  
Brandon and Taylor l i n e s  f r o m  Tgnnessee and North Czrolina.  
through t h i s  d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e  B i l l  learned t h a t  he had another  con- 
nec t ion  r i g h t  here i n  Austin--Mary B. Haynes. She was on our' Board 
of D.irectors a f e w  yea r s  ago8 and w e  w e r e  so glad t h e  Kaisers brought 

Following the  Golden R u l e ,  B i l l  c a l l e d  your  editor and offered 
he lp  on a query I had placed i n  t h e  column years  ago. When he  saw t h e  
name Baker Blount Hoskins, he r eca l l ed  t h a t  he had known a Jack  

And 

her t o  meeting as a guest .  W e  hope she w i l l  remain i n  the fold.  

Blount Hoskins i n  West Texas! 

W e  a r e  indebted t o  The Virq in ia  Gaze t te  for  t h i s  sobering 
thought8 " B e t t e r  w e  r e a l i z e  w e ' r e  a l l  i n  the same boat  than t o  
about which boa t  o u r  ances tors  came here in ."  

and a 

- -  

worry 

- -  
There w e r e  t w o  re fe rences  t o  genealogy i n  a r ecen t  i s s u e  of 

Guide8 (1) ABC is aiming toward an early 1977 gremiere of t h e  multi-  
p a r t  adap ta t ion  of Roots, That is A l e x  Haley's as y e t  unpublished book 
about h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  and success fu l  s ea rch  for h i s  Afr ican ances tors .  

( 2 )  A c t o r  (F l a sh  Gordon, Captain G a l l a n t  of t h e  F9reibn Legion, etc. 
Larry "Bus te r "  Crabbe has  taken an i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  g e v l o g y  fo r  some 
years ,  and laughingly a t t r i b u t e s  h i s  vine-swinging rhythm i n  t h e  Tarzan 
movies t o  h i s  one-eighth Hawaiian ancestry, ,  Tune i n  t o  ABC's World 
Series of Tr iv i a"  on Monday,, June 7 th ,  and see i f  he recounts  any of 
h i s  e x p l o i t s  i n  ( f ami ly )  tree searching a s  w e l l  as tree swinging, 
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"QLD PQNTOQN" 
A, R ,  R i c e  was a p r i v a t e  and a l i t t e r  bearer in C o o  B, Hood's Texas 

Brigade, during the C i v i l  War, One n i g h t  i n  1863 during an engagement 
w i t h  t h e  enemy i n  Tennessee, the call t o  retreat came and R i c e  was among 
the  f i r s t  t o  t a k e  o u t  down the h i l l ,  Being older than h i s  comrades, a 
huge, heavy man, s i x  feet t a l l  w i t h  big feet (size 121, he f e l l  down 
the rocky slope into a d i t c h  and got  STUCK FAST, 

Xn the  dark h is  fellow soldiers,  mistaking h i m  fo r  a log, qu ick ly  
scrambled over h i m  i n  their h a s t e  t o  g e t  o u t  of there, From t ha t  n i g h t  
on, t he  old man was affaxtionately kmom as "'Old P ~ n t o o n ~ ' ~  

Recently William R ,  Young discovered t h i s  amusing s tory  concerning 
h i s  great-grandfather  in COP, Harold B, Simpson's book, Hood's Texas 
Briqades L e e 0 s  Grenadier Guard; i n  the  Austin-Travis County Co l l ec t ion  
a t  the Cen t ra l  Librarv i n  Austin,  * 

" ~ e e p  searching! * O  

Dyer Confederate Pension Applicat ion 
Mrs, H, R, Ggntry abs t r ac t ed  t h i s  C o n f d e r a t e  Pesnion Applicat ion 

f o r  us in the  State Archives, and we are grateful fo r  her f r equen t  con- 
t r i b u t i o n s  to the q u a r t e r l y ,  As there are 33 Dyers i n  t h e  phone book 
for Austin,  some OP B, P o O s  descendants may be here st i l l ,  

a22845 - B, Po Dyer - 95 Rainey Street - Austin, Travis C o o p  Texas. 
F i l e d 8  Aug, 30, 19138 approved8 Sept,  1, 1913; pension allowed from 
~ e c ,  I, 1913, o o o  I surrendered 2 5  ~ p r ,  1865 ,,, x am age 76, born i n  
Tenn, o o o  have resided i n  Texas s i n c e  1884; at presen t  address 25 yea r s ,  
Occupations farmer ,,, X served from Sept, lo 186% to April 25, 1865 in 
Coo C,  5 W q t ,  Tenn, Info, later changed t o  C o o  CI, 35 Tenn, Infantry 
I was never commissioned but did serve as a 3rd L t ,  j u s t  before the  
~ u r p h e y ~ b u r g  @urfreesboro_j- P i g h t ,  

A f f i d a v i t s  of witnesses  s J , K ,  Arbuckle and Tom Anderson, 2 Sept,  
19138 Arbuckle served i n  the same company ,,, he e n l i s t e d  a t  Murpheysa 
burg and f ~ ~ l ~ l d  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  (BOPo Dyer) then a member of said com- 
pany, 

land C o o ,  Okla,s P,Q,  Noble, Qkla, ,  R , F , D ,  # lo ...hav@ kplom Dyer for 
over 50 years; i n  fac t ,  all h i s  l i f e  ,,, in Tenn, & in Texas ,,, he en- 
listed in Coo C, 5 Tenn, I n f a n t r y  in C o l ,  B,J, H i l l ' s  RegiQ)\BPltD Sept, 
6 ,  1861, at M c ~ i n n v i l l e ,  Tenn, H e  served in var ious  states and all 
through the  C i v i l  War o o o  was eomissioned by P res iden t  of the Confed- 
erate S t a t e s  as a 3rd L t ,  during the  last 3 yea r s  of the  War; c o m -  
manded a company in absence of o the r  officers, He was at t i m e s  de- 
tailed fo r  special s e r v i c e ~ i n  t h e  field and a t  such t i m e s  would have 
charge of cities and towns under martial law ,,, he was honorably d i s -  
charged at Chapel H i l l ,  North Carolina, 

( s igned)  BOB, Dyer, 2 Sept, 1913 

They surrend6pxd at the same time, 
EX parte degost%ion ofx MOT, Grissom, age 68s residences C l e v e -  

'\ 

b 

Have you not iced the  stamp on the l3$ long envelope? The Liber ty  
T r e e  on it is shapad like a well-researched family tree, making the en- 
velope e s p s i a l h y  appropr i a t e  fo r  goodl genea log i s t s  who always enc lose  
one when reques t ing  a rep ly ,  
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THREE-RING WORKSHOP SLATED AUGUST 28TH 
Lib ra ry  Or i en ta t ion ,  Group Therapy on Problems, and 

S i l e n t  Book Auction 

On Saturday 28 August f r o m  8 0 3 0  t o  4, Austin Genealogical So- 
c i e t y  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a workshop a t  Town Hal l  i n  Hancock Center ,  1000 
E a s t  41s t  and North I n t e r r e g i o n a l  Highway. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  many ever- 
popular  f e a t u r e s  (see N e w s l e t t e r ) ,  three special  events  w i l l  be of- 

. fered t h i s  years  
1, LIBRARY ORIENTATION--Mrs,  Charles C r o f t  (Caro lyn) ,  who is i n  

charge  of t h e  new LDS Library  i n  Aust in ,  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  its hold ings  
and t h e  procedure fo r  using t h i s  f i n e  f a c i l i t y .  A l s o ,  M r s .  Murray 
Moffatt (Loudie) w i l l  p r e s e n t  a d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of f i n d i n g  a ids  
i n  t h e  Genealogy Department of Texas S ta t e  L ib ra ry  which Mrs. V i r g i l  
S n e l l  (Mary Kay) s p e c i a l l y  prepared. Even those  who use  t h e  l i b r a r y  
f r e q u e n t l y  a re  n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  some of the indexes,  r e f e r e n c e  books, 
m i c r o f i l m ,  etc. t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  so t h i s  w i l l  be a g r e a t  oppor- 
t u n i t y  fo r  a l l  of u s  t o  improve our  l i b r a r y  s k i l l s .  

t h e  room, Each book w i l l  have a sheet of paper showing minimum bid ac- 
c e p t a b l e ,  bids  o f f e r e d ,  and b i d d e r s @  names. If your b id  is topped 
(minimum ra i se=50@)  you may go back any number of t i m e s  and r a i s e  it 
again.  A t  2800 t h e  winners w i l l  be announced so they can go pay for  
and p ick  up t h e i r  books. 

I t  is hoped t h a t  every AGS member w i l l  donate  a t  l e a s t  one genea- 
l o g i c a l  book or volume of a q u a r t e r l y  fo r  t h i s  project. 
been d isappoin ted  i n  a book or q u a r t e r l y ?  Turn your loss i n t o  t h e  So- 
c i e t y ’ s  p r o f i t  . @ , Dig o u t  t h o s e  duds (which may be someone else’s de- 
l i g h t )  and b r ing  t h e m  t o  Town H a l l  Fr iday August 27th between 5 and 7. 
O r ,  i f  it is impossible  fo r  you t o  d e l i v e r  them there, c a l l  t he  Book 
Auction Chairman SOON ( M r s ,  Gerard Goudreau, Barbara, 345-6034) and make 
other arrangements, Please br ing  t o  t h e  June  and/or J u l y  meetings a 
piece of paper l i s t i n g  name, au tho r ,  and price of each book you w i l l  
c o n t r i b u t e ,  and the name, s t  a te ,  and volume number of each q u a r t e r l y ,  
p lus  ’annual subsc r ip t ion .  

2. SILENT BOOK AUCTION w i l l  go on most of the  day a t  t a b l e s  about  

Haven’t w e  a l l  

Minimum b i d s  w i l l  be based on o r i g i n a l  cost. 

3, GROUP THERAPY ON PROBLEMS w i l l  enable  people who have a spe- 
c i f ic  problem t o  e n l i s t  t h e  a i d  of the e n t i r e  assemblage, 
should send a copy of a c o n c i s e  s ta tement  of t h e  problem ( inc lud ing  list 
of sou rces  t h a t  have been consu l t ed )  with t h e  $2 fee t o  2202 W. 10, 
Aus t in  TX 78703. Problems w i l l  be taken up i n  the o rde r  of t h e i r  receipt, 
a s  t i m e  permits a t  the  workshop, o r  money refunded. Those received be- 
fore  AGS meeting on J u l y  27th w i l l  have t h e  advantage of advance consid-  
e r a t i o n  by experienced genea log i s t s .  AGS members a r e  requested t o  BRING 
HELPFUL REFERENCE BOOKS for  on-the-spot consu l t a t ion .  

recognized one a t  a t i m e ,  so t h a t  their  advice may be heard by a l l  and 
be  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  many. We a l l  want t o  help o t h e r  genea log i s t s ,  and it 
is hoped t h a t  t h i s  format w i l l  enable  us  t o  do so, 

T e l l  on Eartht  

Those people 

A f t e r  a problem is presented,  t hose  o f f e r i n g  sugges t ions  w i l l  be  

So--Step t h i s  way! G e t  your tickets for  the Greatest Show-and- 
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0 HAPPY HUNTING GROUND 

Send q u e r i e s  t o  Mrs. H,H, Rugeley, 2202 W, 10, A u s t i n  TX 78703. 
Include at l e a s t  one da te ,  p l ace  6, f i rs t  name with each one, 
or abbrevia t ions  of monthsg proofread your copy, Quer i e s  are free, 

U s e  names 

DAVIS-EARLY-PITTS. Seeking c o n t a c t  with Mr, Hartman Early about 

Newton Blackburn Davis (b, 1827; d o  1912 Bangs TX)  m, Mary Jane P i t t s ,  
possibly in NC, ' W i l l  refund postage,--Mrs, W i l l i a m  R. Young, 2702 L i t t l e  

Davis-Pi t ts  genealogy, 

John Lane, Aus t in  TX 78704 * 

Last known address  w a s  S t ephenv i l l e  TX in 1947, .<\ 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

SMITH, would l i k e  t o  make c o n t a c t  with descendants of Pleasant 
Smith and h i s  wi fe  Marandla who were living in Robertson CO, TX in 1880, 
- - M r s .  Wallace M. Smith, ?612 Alden Avep Dal las  TX 75211 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

a, B L A K ~ E Y / B L A K E E Y / B ~ ~ ~ Y - O V E R S ~ E ~ ~  M e e d  parents of James Id. 
Qverstreet b, 15 Feb 1807 SC; d, 18 Mch 1883 in Frees tone  C o ,  TX; m o  
Francisi@lakCBy 1 2  Apr 1829 MS. James is bel ieved t o  be bro ther  of 
Daniel Overstreet (b, 1813 G A ) ,  as both s e t t l e d  i n  Newton Co, PIS ca  1838, 
James W, b Francis  B, Overstreet had 1% c h i l d r e n  born in PIS$ John (1830- 
311, Daniel (1833),  W i l l i a m  ( l 835) ,  E l izabe th  (18371, Rebecca (1839),  

John (18501, and Nancy M, (1851). 

,most of t h e  c h i l d r e n  t h e r e  in late l 8 5 O s 0  

Co, ax) daughter of John Blakely (b, 1786 SC) and El izabe th  --- (bo 
1796 SC)? Blakelys s e t t l e d  i n  PIS and possibly had four sonsx John (b ,  
1812 SC), J a m e s  (b, 1815 SC), William (b, 1823 PIS), R u s s e l l  (1825 MS), 

(b, 2 6  D e c  l847/8, G r i f f i n  CO, GAB d o  2 Sep 1935 Houston T X )  Who m, 

James (1840)D Thomas (1841)D Franc is  (female 1843)D Jackson (1849)D 

Did W i l l i a m  Overstreet (b, 1835 Jaspe r  Coo M S ;  m, Nancy --- $ 0  

1841 AL) d i e  i n  Freestone CO, TX i n  l a t e  1860~? Parents had brought 

Was Franc i s  Blakely (b, 7 May 1812 SCs d o  20 D e c  1873, Freestone 

b, CMK-HA6dK%NS0 Seeking any information on Richard Go Hawkins 

Molly Clark ( d a t a  n e d e d )  and s e t t l e d  i n  Texas, During Civil War he  
servedl in GA and FL, I w i l l  correspond 6, s h a r e  information with o t h e r s  
on t h e s e  lines,--Mrs, Wanda 0, Mickey, 3306 GreenPam Pkwy, Austin 78757 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

A Reluc tan t  Apoloqy 

O ~ V ~ O U S P Y ,  apologies  s t u c k  in the craw as much two hundred yea r s  
ago as they  do today, O n  26 A p r  1776 The Virqinia Gazette published 
t h i s  example of one manos a t tempt  t o  avoid eating h i s  words8 

"1 am charged with c a l l i n g  m r ,  Pelham sen ,  ,&eniory a d a m a d  
v i l l a i n ,  or darned r a s c a l ,  
from me; bu t ,  if they did, I donot know /a,@. , cannot prove2 t h a t  
m r ,  Pelham deserved them, and t h e r e f o r e  B ask pardon, 

I do n o t  recoslect that such words came 

--Geo, Lyneo0 

(Continu@d on p, 29) 

28 



AGS Q u a r t e r l y  V o l .  XVII  N o .  2 Aus t in  TX 

EXCHANGE ADVERTISING. 

DEEP SOUTH GENEALOGICAL QUARTERLY--Featuring c o l o n i a l ,  t e r r ikor ia l ,  
and 'statehood per iods of t h e  Gulf C o a s t  S t a t e s ,  with emphasis on A l a -  
bama. Membership inc ludes  q u a r t e r l y  published Feb, May, Aug, and N o v .  
Annual dues $6. Free q u e r i e s ;  over 50 pages per  i s sue .  Mobile Genea- 

1 0  l o g i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  I n c o p  Box 6224, Mobil A L  36606. M r s .  John H. Mallon, 
G.R.S., Edi tor ,  

* TRI-CITY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY, Route 1, B o x  191, Richland WA 
99352. 1850 Federal  Census of I l l i n o i s ,  t ranscr ibed  6 indexed: GALLATIN, 
SALINE, & JOHNSON, each county $5 ppd. Henry & Hancock coun t i e s  i n  
prepara t ion .  1880 Federal  Census of msh ing ton  T e r r i t o r y ,  indexed; YAK- 
IMA CO. $3; WHITMAN COO $5, Memberships $3 per year ,  which inc ludes  t h e  - - 

q u a r t e r l y  B u l l e t i n ,  

ST. ' L O U I S  GENEALOGICAL, SOCIETY--dues $5 per  year.  For salerSUGS 
Index of S t ,  Louis Marriaqes, V o l .  I 1804-59; V o l e  I1 1860-76, $10 
each. Index of 1850 S t ,  Louis  Census, $lO,,,AnQUESTors, A gu ide  f o r  
Tracinq Family Trees (a  ten-course textbook) $2.50.,. Search of any 1850 
MO County Census, $2..,StLGS Charts  & Forms f o r  recording r e sea rch  
f i n d s  i n  d e t a i l ,  5$ each, 25$'/dozen, $1.50/100, Address8 R o o m  261, 
1617 S o  Brentwood Blvd, S t .  Louis MO 63144. 

QUERIES That Were Delayed by Being Sen t  with Other Correspondence t o  
AGS Post  O f f i c e  B o x  Ins tead  of Di rec t ly  t o  t h e  Edi tor ;  or,, How To Save 

a Stamp and Lose Five Months! 

0 

DIER/DYER-MADDOX. Seeking information on Susannah G o ,  w i f e  of James 
Webster Maddox. H e r  maiden name was Dyer/Dier, etc., and s h e  was born 
c a  1834 i n  Marion Cop AL; d ied  ca  1897 i n  Aust in  TX; bur ied i n  Masonic 
Cemetery on Old San Antonio Highway near Austin,--Mrs. I rene  Dyer W e s t ,  
Box 331, P e t t u s  TX 78146, 

Ed. N o t e s  The Masonic Cemetery r e f e r r e d  t o  was p a r t i a l l y  inventor ied  
by M r s .  Ludie J. Camp and h e r  l i s t i n g s  w e r e  p r in t ed  i n  1967 i n  AGS & l y  
V o l e  V I I I  pp. 50-51. I t  is a l so  c a l l e d  Onion Creekp 220 AF&AM, and Bog- 
gy Creek Cemetery, Unfortunatelyo no Maddox or Dyer b u r i a l s  w e r e  pub- 
l i s h e d ,  b u t  a few m i l e s  t o  t h e  southwest,, i n  Oak H i l l  C e m e t e r y ,  seven 
Maddoxes w e r e  bur ied,  inc luding  Webster G. (1869-1948) and I s a a c  N o  
(1830-1928), as seen on pages 5 and 8 of No. 2 of V o l ,  IX. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

WHITE, Would l i k e  t o  know t h e  name of Gideon White's wife. H e  w a s  
scalped by Indians i n  1842 b u t  s h e  remained i n  A u s t i n  for many years ,  
W i l l  exchange,--Mrs. N O T .  Gisclair ,  2020 Palmer A v ,  New Orleans LA 70118 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

BENSON-WELLS, I wou ld* l ike  t o  contact descendants of t h r e e  bro- 
t h e r s  who came t o  TX 1850s-60si Joseph S o p  Samuel Lumkin, & Walker T, 
B, Wells. A l s o  seeking d a t a  on the James Benson family t h a t  came t o  Tra-  
v i s  Co i n  1849,--Mrs, P.J. Brown,  6525 Callahan c t ,  F t  Worth TX 76112 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1 

J 

0 

29 




































