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NEWSWORTHY MEN IN AUSTIN IN 1839

We are indebted to a charter member of Austin Genealog%cal So-
ciety, Mrs. H. R. Gentry, for abstracting these interesting items from
seven issues of Austin City Gazette, the first newspaper of ?exas's
capital city, On microfilm at Texas State Library (some of it unread-
able because of poor photography), the issues abstracted from run from
Vol. 1 No. 1 (30 Oct 1839) through Vol. 1 No. 7 (25 Dec 1839).

The library has a complete run, through 2 Mch 1842, 1In January
1840 George K. Teulon became editor while Samuel Whiting remained the
owner and publisher.

When the Austin City Gazette first appeared, Whiting had just
moved up to Austin from Houston, where he had produced the National In-
telligencer in 1838-39, while printing the laws and journals of the
Third Congress of the Republic of Texas. Later, between 27 Nov 1841 and
18 Jan 1842, Whiting also published the Daily Bulletin which covered the
proceedings in the House of Representatives of the young nation.

This was quite a significant period in the history of Texas. Tra-
vis County had not yet been cut out of Bastrop, and the City of Austin
was being built specifically to be the seat of government, It was
erected on a site selected by Mirabeau B. Lamar (President of the Repub-
lic of Texas 10 Dec 1838 - 13 Dec 1841) when he was on a hunting trip
in 1837 or '38. He had found only a few tents or cabins in the settle-
ment first called Waterloo, occupied by the Harrells, Hornsbys, and
other families,

When Lamar became President he was eager to move the capital of
the Republic away from the city named for his arch rival, Sam Houston,
and immediately started the wheels turning towards building a city in
the interior of Texas, to be named for Stephen F. Austin, the first em-
presario to bring Anglo-Americans to the province (with official sanction).

President Lamar appointed Edwin Waller, one of the commission who
officially chose the site, to lay out the "city," sell lots, and erect
government buildings. All this was accomplished in six months in order
that the Fourth Congress might convene on the first Monday in November--
.quite a feat, considering that the nearest lumber mill was at Bastrop,
and most of the labor, equipment, and even food supplies had to be .
hauled by ox or mule team from Houston.

Incidentally, it was probably due to Lamar's influence that no
street was named for Sam Houston in downtown Austinji in fact, the pres-
ent Houston Street (north of all the old state eleemosynary institu-
tions) runs only ten blocks, connecting miles-long Lamar Boulevard and
Burnet Road!

John Henry Brown, in his History of Texas from 1685 to 1892
(Vol. II p. 167), wrotes

The heads of departments and archives arrived during Oc-
tober, and by the end of that month, Austin had probably
fifteen hundred inhabitants, many of whom lived in tents or
under temporary sheds. It 1s safe to say that no town, con-
taining the same number of souls, on the American conti-
nent, ever had more talent among its founders,

For a slightly different assessment, note Noah Smithwick's opin-
ion in The Evolution of a State (p. 261):

63



AGS Quarterly Vol, XVIII No, 3 Austin TX

. » o people began to gather about it Z?usthf' by far
the larger portion outside of official circles being law-
yers and gamblers,

An indication of the reliability of John Henry Brown's recollec-
tions is the fact that he listed himself "(the only youth among them)"
with ten other printers then in Austin--he had access to the facts,

The Fourth Congress of Texas duly assembled in the new capital on
4th November 1839, It is only natural that many prominent men came to
participate in or to keep an eye on the fledgling government, and that
they continued to play major roles in the history of Texas. A number
of names that are well known to all students of Texas appear on these
few newspaper pages, men who were later honored by having towns and
counties named for them (or their close relatives), such as Bee, Borden,
Burleson, Burnet, Collingsworth, Grayson, Hamilton, Houston, Hunt, Jones,
Robertson, and Waller,

Space does not permit me to list here all the subsequent achieve-
ments of some of these men who were newsworthy in 1839, but I have tried
to add a little data from sources at hand (since I am temporarily unable
to drive, I have consulted only my facsimiles of Classic Texana) to help
identify each one., These scraps of information are intended to motivate
you to read the full sketch in the Handbook or other source, for we are
unable to include all the interesting data that can be found. Three es-
pecially rich sources that I did not have time to tap are Frank Brown’s
Annals of Travis County and the City of Austin (MS. in Barker Archives,
copy in Texas State Library, etc.), the Southwestern Historical Quar-
terly, and the Austin-Travis County Collection at the Central Library
of t%e Austin Public Library system,

So . . . below each newspaper item will be inserted whatever has
been found that seems (not guaranteed}) to pertain to the subject, with
the number of the source in parentheses, according to this selective
bibliography:

1., The Handbook of Texas, Vols, I and 1II, Walter Prescott Webb,
Editor-in-Chief; Austins Texas State Historical Association, 1952,

2, Travis County, Texas, Marriage Records 1840-1882, Lucie C11ft
Price; prlvately published, 1973,

3. History of Texas from 1685 to 1892, Vol. II, John Henry Brown;
Austins Jenkins PuhllShquCOoy 1970 (original 1892),

4, The Evolution of a State, Noah Smithwick; Austin: The Steck
Co. (n.d.), (original Gammel Book Co., 1900),

5. Early Settlers and Indian Fighters of Southwest Texas, Vols,
I and II, A, J. Sowell; New York: Argosy-Antlquarian Ltd., 1964 (origi-
nal Ben C. Jones & Co,, 1900),

6. Texas: Her Resources and Her Publlc Men, J. De Cordova; Wacos
Texian Press, 1969 (original Philadelphias Ernest Crozet, 1858),

7. 'The Texas Almanac 1857-1873, compiled by James M, Day; Wacos
Texian Press, 1967,

8. The 1840 Census of the Republic of Texas, edited by Glfford
White; Austin: Pemberton Press, 1966, {Cons1sts of tax assessors’ lists
for 26 counties, Poll tax assessed on white male county residents over
21. T = "Land in acres owned under a completed title (patent) from the
General Land Office.”" S = "Land in acres under survey based on a grant,
but without a final title confirmed by the G.L.0." The first four work
horses and 25 cattle were tax exempt, so the number shown is less than
the number ownedzi
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9, Members of the Texas Legislature 1846-1962, edited by Will L.
Smith; Austins: 57th Legislature, 1962-63,

10. Aesculapius on the Colorado, Dr. James M. Coleman; Austin:
Encino Press, 1971. '

11. Chronicles of Fayette, Julia Lee Sinks; La Grange:/2/ 1975,

12, AGS Quarterly

a, Republic of Texas, ‘Pravis Co. Deed Book A (XIII: 2-11),

b. Proofs of Heirship (XIV: 1-4, 21-25, 44-59).

c., Travis Co. Tax Delinquents, June 1841 (XV: 101-03).

d. Masonic Lodge Formed at Austin 1839-40 (XV: 89, 92).

e. Miscellaneous, (NUTE: The surname-only indexes were not
searched, so there may be still other references in our quarterlies,)

13. Bounty and Donation Land Grants of Texas, 1835-1888, Thomas
Lloyd Miller; Austin: University of Texas Press, 1967. ( * = Warrants
for Bounty Land Grants; ** = Certificates for Donation Land Grants,
There are two alphabetical sequences in the book./

14. Index to Spanish and Mexican Land Grants in Texas (Reprint
from The Spanish Archives of the General Land Office of Texas), Vir-
ginia " H, Taylor; Austin: Lone Star Press, copyright 1955, 1974, Per-
mission to quote graciously granted by the author.

Following the grantee's name is the date of title, the amount of
land, the colony to which the grantee belonged (the empresario) or the
special commissioner who gave him possession of the land, and finally
the present name of the county in which the land is located. Abbrevia-
tions: lea=league (*,428.4 acres); lab=labor (177.1 acres).

It must be borne in mind that colonists often bought land from
others who had already received their grants from the government; there-
fore, when they received their own grants they may have sold the land
and not lived on it. For boundaries of the various empresarial grants,
see Mrs, Taylor's original book (above) and "Genl, Austin's Map of
Texas, 1840" in Francis Moore's Map and Description of Texas (reprinted
1965 by Texian Press of Waco; original 1840); and similar sources,

15. The Handbook of Texas, A Supplement, Vol, III, Eldon Branda,
Editor; Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1976 Jaétually 1977/,
Additions, corrections, and index to the first two volumes.

NOTE: At the end of the first interpolated entry concerning a
man who 1s mentioned in later issues of the pazette, the dates of those
issues will be shown in parentheses, thuss(v. 6 Nov, 25 Dec). (In case
your Latin is rusty, v. is the abbreviation of vide, imperative singu-
lar of the verb videre, to see./

Austin City Gazette, vol, 1, #l1 -~ Wednesday, Oct. 30, 1839
published by S. Whiting -~ terms $5., payable in advance

Samuel WHITING was born at Hartford CT; came to Texas 1825; was ac-
tive in the cause of Texas independence., In 1838-39 he published the
National Intelligencer plus the laws and journals of the Third Congress
in Houston, then moved to Austin to produce the Gazette well into 1842,
"Supported Sam Houston until the time of the Archive War /1842-43/, when
he turned to the opposition."” Whiting left Austin in December 1842,
went East in 1843, then came back through l'exas on his way to join the
Gold Rush to California in 1849, He died in New York state in 1862, (1)
sos.5am Whiting had 13% town lots in Houston, according to 1840 tax
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roll of Harris Co, while in Travis Co he had one town lot in Austin, 5
slaves; and one carriage; as rendered by his agent George K., Teulon.
(No poll shown in either county). (8) ....Major Samuel Whiting was ap-
pointed chairman of the Committee of Vigilance by Mayor Asa Brigham on
5 Mch 1842, (12e, IX:4, pp 16-17) ....Samuel Whiting received a Bounty
Warrant for service 19 Sep - 19 Dec 1835, (13*) ,.,.."Whiting, Samuel -
Aug. 18, 1835 = 1 lea - Taylor - Chambers (?)" (14). Interpretations
On 18 Aug 1835 he received title to one league of land from Charles S,
Taylor, land commissioner of the municipality of San Augustine, and the
land is thought to be in present-day Chambers Co but is not indicated
on the official county maps at the General Land Office, probably be-
cause it was never located or occupied. (v, 13 Nov, 20 Nov, 25 Dec),

pP. 1, col. 1 - Tomorrow, November 1lst; second sale
of lots in this city ... announced by Edwin Waller, agent

"Tomorrow, November.lst'"..is obviously an error--the next day was
October 31st, a Thursday, according to a perpetual calendar,

Edwin WALLER was born 4 Nov 1800, Spotsylvania Co, VA; came to Tex-
as and received title to a league of land in Brazoria Co in 18313 in
1839 was appointed to a commission to select a site for the capital of
Texas, then to survey, sell lots, and erect public buildings in Austin,
President Lamar appointed Waller Postmaster General in December 1839,
but he resigned immediately after being barely confirmed by a vote of 7
to 6, He married Juliet M, deShields; 7 children, An active Mason, he
died in Austin 3 Jan 1881; first buried beside wife in Waller Co, then
re-interred in State Cemetery. Waller Co named for him. (1) ....Dr.
Coleman recounts that Waller was assigned the tasks of surveying the
.capital site, selling lots to pay for the construction of government
buildings, and moving men and equipment (which last alone took 30 days).
He got the buildings constructed between May and October 1839, (10, p 13)
os0oEdwin Waller first suggested that the north-south streets of Austin
be named for the rivers of Texas in their topographical order, and that
cross streets be numbered, but he was overruled and the latter bore the
names of trees until the late 1880s, (12e, XIV:71) ....It was in the
home of Edwin Waller that 13 other Master Masons met 11 Oct 1839 to pe-
tition for a Masonic Lodge for Austin. (12d) ....In 1840 Waller was
elected mayor of Austin. (12e, VIII:104) ....0On 1840 tax roll for Bra-
zoria Co Edwin Waller was assessed for 1 poll, T 1841, S 11,768, 6 town
lots in Velasco and 2 in Brazoria, 32 slaves, 16 horses, 136 cattle, 1
saddle horse, 1 gold watch, 1 four-=wheel carriage., In Travis Co he was
assessed for his head tax and a town lot in Austin., (8) ....,"Edward"
Waller was on the list of Travis Co tax delingquents in June 1841, (12c,
p. 102) ...."Waller, Edwin - 20 Jly 1831 - 1 lea - Austin 3 - Bra-
zoria," (14) gﬁustin°s 3rd Colony was Stephen F, Austin‘'s Coast Colony%Z
eooo(Ve 25 Dec),

A Card = The undersigned respectfully offers his services
to the Citizens of Austin and the public, as City Auctioneer.
He can be found at store of Messrs, Burke & Co., on Congress
Ave,, where he made arrangement for the reception of all kinds
of Goods & merchandise, on storage, The sale of horses, mules
and town property will also receive attention., Having had ex-

66



AGS Quarterly vVol, XVIII No, 3 Austin TX

perience in the above business, he flatters himself he will
be able to render satisfaction to such as may favor him with
their patronage.

Wm. H, Murrah

James BURKE, '"the Sunday School Man," was born in South Carolina
but spent his childhood in Tennessee, then lived in Mississippi. In 1837
he went to San Augustine TX to organize a Cumberland Presbyterian Church,
Later he aided in organizing the church in Austin and became a ruling el-
der. While he was assistant clerk in the House of Representatives, Sec-
ond Congress of Texas, he reported its proceedings in a small daily he
edited. In 1841 he went on the I'exan Santa Fe Expedition. He conducted
sporadic businesses in Austin, Galveston and Houston while constantly
doing religious work. Burke‘s second marriage was to Mrs, Catharine B.
Dart in Brazoria in 1843, He died 5 Aug 1880 in Houston., (1) ....James
Burke was one of the Master Masons who petitioned for a Masonic Lodge at
Austin in 1839, (12d) ....A James E. Burke received a Bounty Warrant for
service 22 Feb 1837 - 20 June 1838 (13*), but it seems unlikely that
this James Burke, whose main interests were in religious work, would
choose to idle away [l monkhs in the peace-time army. ....(v. 13 Nov,
20 Nov, 4 Dec),.

William H. MURRAH was one of the merchants whom John Henry Brown
remembered among the earliest residents of Austin. (3, p 167) ....He
was one of the Master Masons who signed the petition for a Masonic Lodge
at Austin in 1839, (12d) ....0nly the poll tax was assessed against Wm,
H., Murrah in Travis Co in 1840, (8) ....(v. 25 Dec).

Lafayette - The Town of Lafayette is situated on the east
bank of the Colorado river, about 30 or 40 miles above the
city of Austin (the seat of government) & opposite to the
mouth of the San Saba, Land (1/3 of a league) is the head-’
right of the undersigned ... owner of 3 leagues adjoining
the same. The Great Na,..... Road from Red River to Nueces,
will probably cross at this ,.. and run up the San Saba Riv-
er ... titles indisputable .,. John Jarmon, proprietor.

Town of Burleson - The town of Burleson 1s situated on
the east bank of the Colorado River on a beautiful prairie
bluff 150 miles above the mouth of the river ... The town
is about 25 miles above LaGrange and 12 or 15 miles to Bastrop,
The blocks are 8 chains 2 feet square ...
Burleson & Jarmon, proprietors
The "mouth of the SAN SABA", where it joins the Colorado River, is
eight miles northeast of the present town of San Saba (settled in 1854).
This LAFAYETTE no longer exists, but there is a LaFayette in Upshur Co,
- founded in the late 1870s., If the illegible word is National, we offer
-this from the Handbook entries NATIONAL ROAD, CENTRAL NATIONAL ROAD, and
LA BAHIA ROAD, although it does not seem to agree with Mr, Jarmon's
prediction very wells ,,,0n 14 Dec 1839 the Texas Congress passed a law
providing for a "National Road’ to run from Washington-on-the-Brazos to
Logan’s Fort on the Sabine, It generally followed the LaBahia Road, an
east-west Indian trail starting in southwestern Louisiana and eventually
extending to Washington~on-the-~Brazos and Goliad, The Colorado River is
thought to have been crossed near the site of present LaGrange in Fay-
ette County, (1)
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Jarmon apparently envisioned that it would someday link up with
the Central National Road of the Republic of Tlexas. In 1844 this was
planned by Congress to run from Trinity River in Dallas Co to the south
bank of Red River in the northwest corner of Red River Co. At its
south end it connected with a road opened in 1840 between Austin and
Preston Bend on Red River. (1, Vol, I:324; 1132, 260).

BURLESUN also is a ghost town--if it ever was more than squares
drawn on paper--but there_is a town of that name in Johnson Co. (1)

John Jarman /JARMON/, a Master Mason, affixed his signature to
the 1839 petition for a Masonic Lodge at Austin., (12d) ....John Jar-
man was assessed for 1 poll and S 4444 on the 1840 Travis Co tax roll,
(8) ....Jno., Jarman appeared on the Travis Co tax delinquents list in
June 1841, (12c, p 102) ....Jarmon‘'s partner probably was Col. Edward
Burleson Sr.; L., W. Kemp stated that he "laid out the town of Waterloo
in 1838" (1, Vol. 1:249), so in all likelihood he had a touch of the
endemic land speculation fever,

Edward BURLESON was born 1798, Buncombe Co, NC, and sojourned in
TN, AL, MO, and TN again before coming to I'X in 1830. One of the few
of his day with a genuine right to his military title, Burleson was a
colonel in MO, TN, and TX, where he was successively colonel of the
First Regiment of Texas Volunteers at San Jacinto in 1836, a briga-
dier general of militia in 1837, and colonel of the First Regiment of
Infantry, Regular Army, in 1838. 1In 1839 Edward Burleson was a mem-
ber of the Senate in the Third Congress of Texas, and commanded the
regulars in the "Cherokee War" in July of that year,

While residing in Alabama in 1816 Burleson had married Sarah G,
Owen; six children survived infancy. When he died 26 Dec 1851, the
colonel was buried with Masonic honors in what is now the State Ceme-
tery. Burleson Co was named for him, (1, 15) ....Edward Burleson
represented District 15 (Bastrop and Travis counties) as senator in
the First (State) Legislature 16 Feb - 13 Mch 1846, as he did in the
Second. In the Third, his district (16) included Bastrop, Caldwell,
Fayette, Hays , and Travis during 1849-50, 1In 1851-52 he was senator
for District 21 (the above five counties plus Gillespie), and died in
office. (9, pp 3, 6, 9, 13) ....Col., Edward Burleson donated 640 acres
in Fayette Co to Rutersville College 1839-40., (12e, XVII$1l9) ..... Ed-
ward Burleson of Bastrop paid Samuel Highsmith $1,000 in gold and sil-
ver for 2/3 of a tract on the Colorado River, adjoining Jacob Harrell's
labor, in 1840, (12a, p 6) ....Burleson was among the Master Masons
who petitioned for a Lodge at Austin in 1839 and was its Worshipful
Master in 1842, (12d) ....See his biography in (6). ....0On 1840 tax
roll of Bastrop Co, Edward Burleson (and all this data must pertain to
the colonel, for Edward Jr. was only 14 in 1840) had 1 poll, T 1107,

S 1827, 5 town lots in Bastrop, 2 slaves, 2 saddle horses, 1 clock,
20 cattle. (8) ....His Bounty Warrant was for service 12 Oct 1835 -
12 Qct 1836, his Donation Certificate for being in the Battle of San
Jacinto, (13%, **) ,.,.Burleson, Edward - 4 Apr 1831 - 1 lea - Austin
2 - Bastrop. (14) c...(v. 13 Nov),

Edward Burleson is mentioned in virtually every book or article
dealing with Indian-fighting in Texas. As John Henry Brown expresses
its "He at once became a leader of the people in defense against the
savages" (3, pp 364-65), and swiftly responded to every call, The
Handbook (I1:249) asserts that Burleson arrived too lae to participate
in the Plum Creek Fight (12 Aug 1840), but that is contradicted in
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