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NEWSWORTHY MEN I N  A U S T I N  I N  1839 

W e  a r e  indebted t o  a c h a r t e r  member of Aus t in  Genealogical  So- 
c i e t y ,  M r s .  H, R. Gentry,  fo r  a b s t r a c t i n g  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i t e m s  f r o m  
seven i s s u e s  of Aus t in  C i t y  Gaze t te ,  t h e  f i r s t  newspaper of Texas's 
c a p i t a l  c i t y .  O x c r o f i l m  a t  Texas S t a t e  L ib ra ry  (some of it unread- 
a b l e  because of poor photography) ,  the  i s s u e s  a b s t r a c t e d  from run f r o m  
V o l .  1 N o .  1 (30 O c t  1839) through Vol. 1 N o .  7 ( 2 5  D e c  1839) .  

The l i b r a r y  has a complete run,  through 2 Mch 1842. I n  January 
1840 George K .  Teulon became ed i tor  w h i l e  Samuel Whiting remained t h e  
owner and pub l i she r  

When t h e  Aus t in  C i t y  Gaze t t e  f i r s t  appeared, Whiting had j u s t  
moved up t o  A u s t i n  from Houston,, where he had produced t h e  Nat iona l  In-  
t e l l i q e n c e r  i n  1838-39, w h i l e  p r i n t i n g  t h e  laws and j o u r n a l s  of t h e  
Th i rd  Conaress of t h e  Republ ic  of rexas .  Later ,  between 27 Nov 1841 and 
18 J a n  1822, Whiting a l s b  publ ished t h e  D a i l y  B u l l e t i p  which covered t h e  
proceedings i n  t h e  House of Represen ta t ives  of t h e  young na t ion .  

T h i s  was q u i t e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  per iod  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Texas. Tra-  
v i s  County had not y e t  been c u t  o u t  of Bastrop,  and t h e  C i t y  of Aus t in  
was being b u i l t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  be t h e  s e a t  of government. I t  w a s  
erected on a s i t e  selected by Mirabeau B. Lamar ( P r e s i d e n t  of t he  Repub- 
l i c  of Texas 10 D e c  1838 - 1 3  D e c  1841) when he was on a hunt ing t r i p  
i n  1837 or ' 3 8 .  H e  had found only a f e w  t e n t s  or cab ins  i n  the  set t le-  
ment f i r s t  c a l l e d  Waterloo, occupied by t h e  Harrells ,  Hornsbys, and 
other f a m i l i e s .  

When Lamar became P r e s i d e n t  he  was eager  t o  move t h e  c a p i t a l  of 
t h e  Republ ic  away from t h e  c i t y  named f o r  h i s  a r c h  r i v a l ,  Sam Houston, 
and immediately s t a r t e d  the  wheels t u rn ing  towards bu i ld ing  a c i t y  i n  
t h e  i n t e r i o r  of Texas, t o  be named for  Stephen F. Aust in ,  t h e  f i r s t  e m -  
p r e s a r i o  t o  b r ing  Anglo-Americans t o  t h e  province  ( w i t h  o f f i c i a l  s a n c t i o n ) .  

P r e s i d e n t  Lamar appointed Edwin Waller,  one of t h e  commission who 
o f f i c i a l l y  chose t h e  s i t e ,  t o  l a y  o u t  t h e  r r c i t y 9 r r  se l l  l o t s ,  and erect 
government bu i ld ings .  A l l  t h i s  was accomplished i n  s i x  months i n  order 
t h a t  t h e  Fourth Congress might convene on t h e  f i r s t  Monday i n  November-- 
q u i t e  a f e a t ,  cons ide r ing  t h a t  t h e  n e a r e s t  lumber m i l l  was a t  Bastrop,  
and m o s t  of the  l a b o r ,  equipment, and even food s u p p l i e s  had t o  be 5 

hauled by ox or mule team from Houston. 
I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  it was probably d u e  t o  Lamar's i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  no 

street  w a s  named f o r  Sam Houston i n  downtown Austin8 i n  f a c t ,  the  pres-  
e n t  Houston Street ( n o r t h  of a l l  t h e  o l d  s t a t e  eleemosynary i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s )  runs  only t e n  b locks ,  connect ing miles-long Lamar Boulevard and 
Burnet Road: 

John Henry B r o w n ,  i n  h i s  H i s to ry  of Texas from 1685 t o  1892 
(Vol. I1 p. 1671, wroter 

'The heads of departments  and a r c h i v e s  arrived dur ing  oc- 
tober,  and by the end of t h a t  month,, Aus t in  had probably 
f i f t e e n  hundred i n h a b i t a n t s ,  many of whom lived i n  t e n t s  o r  
under temporary sheds ,  I t  is s a f e  t o  say  t h a t  no town,, con- 
t a i n i n g  t h e  same number of s o u l s p  on t h e  American c o n t i -  
nent, ,  ever had more t a l e n t  among its founders .  
For a s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  assessment ,  n o t e  Noah Smithwick's opin- 

i o n  i n  The Evolut ion of a S t a t e > ( p .  261)s 

w 

a 
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, , people began t o  ga ther  about it f l u s t i d ;  by f a r  
t h e  l a r g e r  por t ion  ou t s ide  of o f f i c i a l  circles being law- 
ye r s  and gamblers. 
An ind ica t ion  of the r e l i a b i l i t y  of John Henry Brownos recollec- 

t i o n s  is the  f a c t  t h a t  he l i s t e d  himself " ( the  only youth among them)" 
with t e n  o ther  p r i n t e r s  then i n  Austin--he had access  t o  t h e  f a c t s .  

4 t h  November 1839, I t  is only n a t u r a l  t h a t  many prominent men came t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  or t o  keep an eye on the f l e d g l i n g  government, and t h a t  
they continued t o  play major r o l e s  i n  the h i s t o r y  of Texas, A number 
of names t h a t  a r e  w e l l  known t o  a l l  s tuden t s  of Texas appear on these 
f e w  newspaper pages, men who w e r e  l a t e r  honored by having towns and 
count ies  named for them (or their  close r e l a t i v e s ) ,  such as B e e 9  Bordeng 
Burleson, Burnet, Collingsworth, Grayson, Hamilton, Houston, Hunt9 Jones9 
Robertson, and kdaller, 

ments  of s o m e  of these men who w e r e  newsworthy i n  1839, bu t  I have tried 
t o  add a l i t t l e  da ta  from sources  a t  hand ( s i n c e  I am temporar i ly  unable 
t o  d r i v e ,  I have consulted only my f a c s i m i l e s  of C l a s s i c  Texana) t o  he lp  
i d e n t i f y  each one, These sc raps  of information a r e  intended t o  motivate 
you t o  read t h e  f u l l  sketch i n  t he  Handbook? or o the r  source,, for  w e  a r e  
unable t o  inc lude  a l l  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  da ta  t h a t  can be found, Three es- 
p e c i a l l y  rich sources  t h a t  I d i d  no t  have t i m e  t o  t a p  a r e  Frank Brownos 
Annals of T rav i s  County and the C i t y  of Aust in  (MS,  i n  Barker Archives, 
copy i n  Texas S t a t e  Library ,  etc, ) the Southwestern H i s t o r i c a l  Quar- 
t e r l  and the Austin-Travis County Co l l ec t ion  a t  the Cent ra l  L ib ra ry  
of t e Aust in  Publ ic  Library  system, 

So , , , below each newspaper i t e m  w i l l  be i n s e r t e d  whatever has 
been found t h a t  seems ( n o t  guaranteed!) t o  p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  w i t h  
t h e  number of t h e  source i n  parentheses ,  according t o  t h i s  selective 
bibliography8 

The Fourth Congress of Texas duly assembled i n  the new c a p i t a l  on 

Space does not  permit m e  t o  l i s t  here a l l  t he  subsequent achieve- 

-% 

1, The Handbook of Texas, V o l s ,  I and 11, Walter Prescott Webb, 
Edi tor- in-Chief ;  Austins Texas S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Associat ion.  1952, 

2 ,  
P r i ce ;  p r i v a t e l y  published, 1973, 

3. History of Texas from 1685 t o  1892, V o l ,  11, John Henry Brown; 
A u s t i n s  Jenkins  Publishbfi C o o  , 1970 ( o r i g i n a l  1892) , 

4 0  The Evolution of a S t a t e ,  Noah S m i t h w i c k ;  Austins The Steck 
Coo ( n , d . ) , e ( o r i g i n a l  Game1 Book Co., 1900) ,  

5 ,  Early Settlers and Indian F igh te r s  of Southwest Texas, V o l s .  
I and 11, A, J,  Sowell; N e w  Yorks Argosy-Antiquarian Ltd. ,  1964 ( o r i g i -  
n a l  Ben C.  Jones & Coo, 1900). 

6. Texass H e r  Resources and H e r  Publ ic  Men, J,  D e  Cordova; Wacos 
Texian Press, 1969 ( o r i g i n a l  Phi ladelphias  Ernes t  Crozet,  1858).  

7 ,  'l'he Texas Almanac 1857-1873, compiled by James M, Day; Wacos 
Texian Press ,  196'70 

Travis  County, Texas, Marriage Records 1840-1882, L u c i e  C l i f t  

8 

8,  The 1840 Census of t h e  RepubAic of Texas, ed i t ed  by Gif ford  
Inlhite; Aust>ns Pemberton Press, 1966, LConsists of - tax a s s e s s o r s g  lists 
f o r  2 6  count ies ,  P o l l  t a x  assessed on w h i t e  male county r e s i d e n t s  over 
21.  T = "Land i n  a c r e s  owned under a completed t i t l e  ( p a t e n t )  from t h e  
General Land O f f i c e , "  S = "Land i n  ac re s  under survey based on a g r a n t ,  
but w i t h o u t  a f i n a l  t i t l e  confirmed by the  GOLOO." The first f o u r  work 
horses and 25 c a t t l e  w e r e  t a x  exempt, so the number shown is less than 
the  number ownedog 

' 64 
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9. Members of t h e  Texas L e q i s l a t u r e  1846-1962, e d i t e d  by W i l l  L. 
Smith;  Aust in:  57 th  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  1962-63. 

10. Aesculapius  on t h e  Colorado, D r .  James M. Coleman; Aus t in :  

11. Chronic les  of Fayet te ,  J u l i a  L e e  S i n k s ;  La Grange:R] 1975, 
1 2 .  AGS Q u a r t e r 1  

Encino Press, 1971. 

a .  Republic zf Texas,  ' i ' ravis  C o .  Deed Book A ( X I I I :  2 - 1 1 ) .  
b. Proofs  of i i e i r s h i p  ( X I V :  1-4, 21-25, 44-59). 
c. T r a v i s  Co. Tax Del inquents ,  June  1841 (XVr 101-03). 
d. Masonic Lodge Formed a t  Aus t in  1839-40 (XV: 89,  92 ) .  
e. Miscellaneous.  (NO'I'E: The surname-only indexes w e r e  n o t  

searched ,  so  t h e r e  may be s t i l l  o t h e r  references i n  our  q u a r t e r l i e s . )  
13.  Bounty and Donation Land Grants  of 'L'exas, 1835-1888, Thomas 

Lloyd M i l l e r ;  Aus t in :  Un ive r s i ty  of Texas P r e s s ,  1967. [ *  = Warrants 
f o r  Bounty Land Gran t s ;  **  = C e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  Donation Land Grants ,  
There  a r e  t w o  a l p h a b e t i c a l  sequences i n  t h e  book.2 

from The Spanish  A r c h i v e s  of t h e  General Land Off ice of TexaA) V i r -  
ginia'H, Tay lo r ;  Aust in:  Lone S t a r  Press,, copyr igh t  1955, 1974, 
mission t o  quo te  g r a c i o u s l y  gran ted  by t h e  au thor .  

Following t h e  g r a n t e e ' s  name is t h e  d a t e  of t i t l e ,  t h e  amount of 
l and ,  t h e  colony t o  which t h e  g r a n t e e  belonged ( t h e  empresar io)  t h e  
s p e c i a l  commissioner who gave him possess ion  of t h e  l a n d ,  and f i n a l l y  
t h e  p r e s e n t  name of t h e  county i n  which t h e  land  is loca ted .  Abbrevia- 
t i o n s :  l e a = l e a g u e  ($,428.4 a c r e s ) ;  lab=Jabor  (177.1 acres).  

o t h e r s  who had a l r e a d y  rece ived  t h e i r  g r a n t s  from t h e  government; t h e r e -  
forep when they received t h e i r  own g r a n t s  they may have so ld  t h e  land 
and n o t  l i v e d  on it. For boundaries  of t h e  v a r i o u s  empresar ia l  g r a n t s ,  
see M r s ,  T a y l o r ' s  o r i g i n a l  book (above) and "Genl.  A u s t i n ' s  Map of 
Texas,  1840" i n  F ranc i s  Moore's Map and D e s c r i p t i o n  of Texas ( r e p r i n t e d  
1965 by Texian P res s  of Waco; o r l g i n a l  1840),and s i m i l a r  sources .  

15. The Handbook of Texas,  A Supplement, V o l .  111, Eldon Branda, 
E d i t o r ;  Husctin: '?exas S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Assoc ia t ion ,  1976 ficktually 19777. 
Add i t ions ,  c o r r e c t i o n s ,  and index t o  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  volumes., 

14. Index t o  Spanish  and Mexican Land Grants  i n  Texas (Repr in t  

Pe r -  

I t  must be borne i n  mind t h a t  c o l o n i s t s  o f t e n  bought land from 

NOTE8 A t  t h e  end of t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r p o l a t e d  e n t r y  concerning a 
man who is mentioned i n  l a t e r  i s s u e s  of t h e  Gaze t te ,  t h e  d a t e s  o f - t h o s e  
i s s u e s  w i l l  be shown i n  parentheses ,  t h u s r ( v .  6 NOV, 25 D e c ) .  A n  c a s e  
your L a t i n  i s  r u s t y p  vo is t h e  a b b r e v i a t i o n  of vide,, impera t ive  s ingu-  
l a r  of t h e  verb videre,  t o  see.2 

Aust in  C i t y  Gaze t te ,  vol. 1, #1 - Wednesday, O c t .  30, 1839 
publ ished by S.  Whiting - terms $5., payable  i n  advance 
Samuel WHITING w a s  born a t  Har t ford  CT; came t o  Texas 1825; was ac-  

t i v e  i n  t h e  cause  of Texas independence. I n  1838-39 h e  publ ished t h e  
Nat iona l  I n t e l l i q e n c e r  p l u s  t h e  laws and j o u r n a l s  of t h e  Thi rd  Congress 
i n  Houston, t hen  moved t o  Aus t in  t o  produce t h e  G a z e t t e  w e l l  i n t o  1842. 
"Supported Sam Houston u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Archive War A842-432, when 
h e  turned  t o  t h e  oppos i t i on . "  Whiting l e f t  Aus t in  i n  December 1842, 
went Eas t  i n  1843, then  came back through l'exas on h i s  way t o  j o i n  t h e  
Gold Rush t o  C a l i f o r n i a  i n  1849. H e  d ied  i n  N e w  York s t a t e  i n  1862. (1) .... S a m  Whiting had 13l/,,town l o t s  i n  Houston, accord ing  t o  1840 t a x  

0 
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r o l l  of Harr i s  Co, while i n  T r a v i s  C o  he had one town l o t  i n  Aust in ,  5 
s l a v e s p  and one c a r r i a g e ,  a s  rendered by h i s  agent  George K, Teulon, 
( N o  p o l l  shown i n  e i t h e r  county) ,  ( 8 )  ,.,, Major Samuel Whiting was ap- 
pointed chairman of t h e  Committee of Vigi lance by Mayor A s a  Brigham on 
5 Mch 1842, (lze,  1x84, pp 16-17) ..,. Samuel Whiting received a Bounty 
Warrant for  service 19  Sep - 19 D e c  1835, (13*) , , , , "Whit ing,  Samuel - 
Aug. 18, 1835 - 1 l e a  - Taylor - Chambers ( ? ) "  (14 ) ,  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
O n  18 Aug 1835 he received t i t l e  t o  one league of land f r o m  Charles  S. 
' raylor ,  land commissioner of t h e  munic ipa l i ty  of San Augustine, and the 
land is thought t o  be i n  present-day Chambers Co but  is no t  i nd ica t ed  
on t h e  o f f i c i a l  county maps a t  t h e  General Land O f f i c e ,  probably be- 
cause it was never loca t ed  or occupied, (v,  1 3  NoV, 20 Nov, 2 5  D e c ) .  

p, 1, col,  1 - Tomorrow, November 1st; second s a l e  
of l o t s  i n  t h i s  c i t y  announced by Edwin Waller,  agent  
'oTomorroup November, 1st". is obviously an error-- the next  day was 

Edwin hdWLLER was born 4 Nov 1800, Spotsylvania  Cop VA; came t o  Tex- 

October 31s t ,  a Thursday, according t o  a perpe tua l  ca lendar ,  

a s  and received t i t l e  t o  a league  of land i n  Brazoria  C o  i n  1831; i n  
1839 was appointed t o  a commission t o  select a s i t e  for  the  c a p i t a l  of 
Texas, then  t o  survey, se l l  lots, and erect pub l i c  bu i ld ings  i n  Aust in ,  
P res iden t  Lamar appointed Waller Postmaster General i n  December 1839, 
bu t  he resigned immediately a f t e r  being ba re ly  confirmed by a vote of 7 
t o  6. H e  married J u l i e t  M ,  deShields;  7 c h i l d r e n ,  An act ive Mason, he  
d i e d  i n  Austin 3 Jan  1881; f i r s t  buried beside w i f e  i n  Waller Cog then  
r e - in t e r r ed  i n  S t a t e  Cemetery, ldaller C o  named f o r  him. (1) .... D r ,  
Coleman recounts  t h a t  bdaller was assigned t h e  t a s k s  of surveying t h e  
c a p i t a l  s i t e ,  s e l l i n g  l o t s  t o  pay for  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of government 
bui ld ings ,  and moving men and equipment (which l a s t  a lone  took 30 days ) .  
H e  g o t  t h e  bu i ld ings  cons t ruc ted  between May and October 1839, (10, p 1 3 )  
, , , .Edwin Waller f i rs t  suggested t h a t  the  north-south streets of Aus t in  
be named f o r  t h e  r i v e r s  of Texas i n  their  topographical  order, and t h a t  
c r o s s  streets be  numbered, bu t  he w a s  overruled and t h e  l a t t e r  bore t h e  
names of trees u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1880s, (12e ,  XIVs71) ,,,, I t  w a s  i n  the  
home of Edwin Waller t h a t  13  o the r  Master Masons m e t  11 O c t  1839 t o  pe- 
t i t i o n  fo r  a Masonic Lodge for  Aust in ,  (12d)  ,,., I n  1840 Waller was 
elected mayor of Aust in ,  ( 1 2 e ,  V I I I s l O 4 )  ,,,, On 1840 t a x  r o l l  fo r  B r a -  
zo r i a  C o  Edwin bdaller was assessed for 1 p o l l ,  T 1841, S 11,768, 6 town 
l o t s  i n  Velasco and 2 i n  Brazoria,  32 s l a v e s ,  16  horses, 136 c a t t l e ,  1 
saddle  horse ,  1 gold watch, 1 four-wheel c a r r i a g e ,  I n  Trav i s  C o  he was 
assessed f o r  h i s  head tax and a town l o t  i n  Aust in ,  ( 8 )  ,,,," Edward" 
bdaller w a s  on t h e  list of Trav i s  C o  t a x  de l inquents  i n  June 1841, ( 1 2 C ,  
p, 102)  . o o ,  "Waller, Edwin - 20 J l y  1831 - 1 lea - Austin 3 - B r a -  
z o r i a , "  (14 )  A u s t i n a s  3rd Colony w a s  Stephen F, AustinOs Coast Colony,] 
0 0 0 0 (v,  2 5  D e c ) ,  

. 

A Card 0 The undersigned r e s p e c t f u l l y  offers h i s  services 
t o  t h e  C i t i z e n s  of Aust in  and the  publ ic ,  a s  C i t y  Auctioneer,  
H e  can be  found a t  store of Messrs, Burke Q Cot, on Congress 
Ave,, where he made arrangement fo r  t h e  r ecep t ion  of a l l  k inds 
of Goods 6, merchandise, on s to rage ,  T h e  s a l e  of horses, mules 
and town property w i l l  also receive a t t e n t i o n ,  Having had ex- 
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p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  above bus iness ,  he  f l a t t e r s  himself h e  w i l l  
be  a b l e  t o  render  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  such a s  may favor  him w i t h  
t h e i r  patronage. 

James BURKE, " the  Sunday School Man," was born i n  South Caro l ina  

Wm. H. Murrah 

bu t  s p e n t  h i s  childhood i n  Tennessee,  then l i v e d  i n  M i s s i s s i p p i .  I n  1837 
he went t o  San August ine TX t o  o rgan ize  a Cumberland P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church. 
La te r  he  aided i n  organiz ing  t h e  church i n  Aust in  and became a r u l i n g  el-  
d e r .  While he  was a s s i s t a n t  clerk i n  t h e  House of Represen ta t ives ,  Sec- 
ond Congress of 'L'exas, he r epor t ed  i t s  proceedings i n ' a  smal l  d a i l y  he 
e d i t e d .  I n  1841 he went on t h e  Texan Santa  F e  Expedi t ion.  H e  conducted 
s p o r a d i c  bus inesses  i n  Aus t in ,  Galveston and Houston whi le  c o n s t a n t l y  
doing r e l i g i o u s  work. Burke's second marr iage was t o  Mrs. C a t h a r i n e  B e  
Dar t  i n  Brazor ia  i n  1843. H e  d i e d  5 Aug 1880 i n  Houston. (1) .... James 
Burke was one of t h e  Master Masons who p e t i t i o n e d  for  a Masonic Lodge a t  
Aus t in  i n  1839, (12d)  ,... A James g. Burke rece ived  a Bounty Warrant for  
s e r v i c e  22  Feb 1837 - 20 June  1838 ( 1 3 * ) ,  b u t  it seems u n l i k e l y  t h a t  
t h i s  James Burke, whose main i n t e r e s t s  were i n  r e l i g i o u s  work, would 
choose t o  i d l e  away /(o mon&hs i n  t h e  peace-time army. .... (v .  1 3  NOV, 
20 NOV? 4 D e c ) .  

remembered among t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e s i d e n t s  of Aus t in .  ( 3 ,  p 167)  .... H e  
was one of t h e  Master Masons who s igned  t h e  p e t i t i o n  f o r  a Masonic Lodge 
a t  Aus t in  i n  1839, ( 1 2 d )  .... Only t h e  p o l l  t a x  was a s ses sed  against 'wm. 
H. Murrah i n  T r a v i s  C o  i n  1840, ( 8 )  ....( v. 2 5  D e c ) .  

William H. MURRAH was one of t h e  merchants whom John Henry Brown 

L a f a y e t t e  - The Town of L a f a y e t t e  is s i t u a t e d  on the e a s t  
bank of t h e  Colorado r iverp about  30 or 40 m i l e s  above t h e  
c i t y  of Aus t in  ( t h e  s e a t  of government) & o p p o s i t e  t o  t h e  
mouth of t h e  San Saba. Land (1/3 of a l eague )  is t h e  head- 
r i g h t  of t h e  undersigned D O .  owner of 3 leagues  a d j o i n i n g  
t h e  same. The Great  N a o b . C O O  Road from R e d  River  t o  N u e c e s ,  
w i l l  probably cross a t  t h i s  and run  up t h e  San Saba R i v -  
er ... t i t l e s  i n d i s p u t a b l e  . . *  John Jarmon, p r o p r i e t o r .  

Town of Burleson - The town of Burleson is s i t u a t e d  on 
t h e  e a s t  bank of t h e  Colorado River on a b e a u t i f u l  p r a i r i e  
b l u f f  150 m i l e s  above t h e  mouth of t he  river rhe  town 
is about  25 m i l e s  above LaGrange and 1 2  or 1 5  m i l e s  t o  Bastrop. 

The "mouth of t h e  SAN SABA", where i t  j o i n s  t h e  Colorado River,  is 
e i g h t  m i l e s  n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  town of San Saba ( s e t t l e d  i n  1854).  
T h i s  LAFAYETTE no longe r  exis ts ,  bu t  t h e r e  is a LaFayet te  i n  Upshur C o ,  
founded i n  t h e  l a t e  1870s. I f  t h e  i l l e g i b l e  word is Nat iona l ,  w e  o f f e r  
t h i s  from t h e  Bandbook entries NATIONAL ROAD, CENTRAL NATIONAL ROAD, and 
LA BAHIA ROAD, a l though it does n o t  s e e m  t o  a g r e e  wi th  M r .  Jarmon's 
p r e d i c t i o n  ve ry  w e l l s  .. .On 1 4  D e c  1839 t h e  Texas Congress passed a law 
provid ing  f o r  a "National Road"' t o  run  from Washington-on-the-Brazos t o  
Logan's F o r t  on t h e  Sabine.  I t  g e n e r a l l y  fol lowed t h e  LaBahia Road, an 
east-west  Ind ian  t r a i l  s t a r t i n g  i n  southwestern Louis iana  and e v e n t u a l l y  
extending t o  Washington-on-the-Brazos and Goliad.  The Colorado River is 
thought  t o  have been crossed nea r  t h e  s i t e  of p r e s e n t  LaGranqe i n  Fay- 
e t te  County. (1) 

The b locks  a r e  8 cha ins  2 feet  s q u a r e  o o . ,  

Burleson & Jarmonp p r o p r i e t o r s  
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Jarmon a p p a r e n t l y  envis ioned t h a t  it would someday l i n k  up wi th  
t h e  C e n t r a l  Nat iona l  Road of t h e  Republ ic  of i'exas. I n  1844 t h i s  w a s  
planned by Congress t o  run  f r o m ' i ' r i n i t y  River i n  D a l l a s  Co t o  t h e  s o u t h  
bank of R e d  River i n  t h e  northwest  co rne r  of Red River C o o  A t  i ts  
s o u t h  end it  connected wi th  a road opened i n  1840 between Aust in  and 
P res ton  Bend on R e d  R i v e r .  (1, Vol. I:324; I I s 2 ,  260).  

BUKLESON a l s o  is a ghos t  town--if i t  ever was more than  squa res  
drawn on paper--but t h e r e - i s  a town of t h a t  name i n  Johnson C o o  (1) 

John Jarman [JARMOQ,/, a Master Mason, a f f i x e d  h i s  s i g n a t u r e  t o  
t h e  1839 p e t i t i o n  f o r  a Masonic Lodge a t  Aus t in ,  ( 1 2 d )  .... John J a r -  
man w a s  assessed  f o r  1 p o l l  and S 4444 on t h e  1840 Travis C o  t a x  ro l l .  
( 8 )  . .Jno. Jarman appeared on t h e  T r a v i s  C o  tax d e l i n q u e n t s  l i s t  i n  
June  1841. ( 1 2 c ,  p 102)  o o o D J a r m o n o ~  p a r t n e r  probably w a s  C o l .  Edward 
Burleson S r . ;  Lo W. Kemp s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  " la id  o u t  t h e  town of Waterloo 
i n  1838" (1, V o l .  1 ~ 2 4 9 ) ~  s o  i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  h e  had a touch of t h e  
endemic  land s p e c u l a t i o n  f e v e r .  

T N ,  A L ,  MU, and TN a g a i n  before corning t o  '1'X i n  1830. One of t h e  few 
of h i s  day w i t h  a genuine r i g h t  t o  h i s  m i l i t a r y  t i t l e ,  Burleson w a s  a 
co lone l  i n  MU, 'I", and TX,  where h e  w a s  s u c c e s s i v e l y  c o l o n e l  of t h e  
F i r s t  Regiment of Texas Volunteers  a t  San J a c i n t o  i n  1836, a b r iga -  
dier g e n e r a l  of m i l i t i a  i n  1837, and co lone l  of t h e  F i r s t  Regiment of 
I n f a n t r y p  Regular Army, i n  1838, I n  1839 Edward Burleson was a mem- 
ber  of t h e  S e n a t e  i n  t h e  Thi rd  Congress of Texas,  and commanded t h e  
r e g u l a r s  i n  t h e  "Cherokee War" i n  J u l y  of t h a t  year .  

While r e s i d i n g  i n  Alabama i n  1816 Burleson had married Sa rah  G. 
Owen; s i x  c h i l d r e n  surv ived  infancy.  When he  d i e d  26 D e c  1851, t h e  
co lone l  w a s  bur ied  wi th  Masonic honors i n  what is now t h e  S t a t e  Ceme-  
t e r y ,  Burleson C o  was named f o r  him. (1, 15)  .... Edward Burleson 
r ep resen ted  D i s t r i c t  1 5  (Bas t rop  and T r a v i s  c o u n t i e s )  a s  s e n a t o r  i n  
t h e  F i r s t  ( S t a t e )  L e g i s l a t u r e  16  Feb - 1 3  Mch 1846, as h e  d i d  i n  t h e  
Second. I n  t he  Th i rd ,  h i s  d i s t r ic t  ( 1 6 )  inc luded  Bastrop,  Caldwell ,  
F a y e t t e ,  Hays , and T r a v i s  du r ing  1849-50, I n  1851-52 he  was s e n a t o r  
f o r  D i s t r i c t  2 1  ( t h e  above f ive  c o u n t i e s  p lus  G i l l e s p i e ) ,  and d i ed  i n  
off ice .  ( 9 ,  pp 3, 6, 9, 1 3 )  . , .o.Col.  Edward Burleson donated 640 acres 
i n  F a y e t t e  C o  t o  R u t e r s v i l l e  Col lege  1839-40, ( 1 2 e ,  XVIIsl9) o o o o o  Ed- 
ward Burleson of Bas t rop  paid Samuel Highsmith $1,000 i n  gold and sil- 
ver f o r  2/3 of a tract  on t h e  Colorado R i v e r ,  a d j o i n i n g  Jacob  Harre l l ' s  
l a b o r ,  i n  1840. (12a, p 6 )  . . . .Burleson was among t h e  Master Masons 
who p e t i t i o n e d  for  a Lodge a t  Aus t in  i n  1839 and w a s  its hlorshipful 
Master i n  1842. (12d) .... See  h i s  biography i n  ( 6 ) .  .... On 1840 tax 
r o l l  of Bas t rop  Co, Edward Burleson (and a l l  t h i s  d a t a  must p e r t a i n  t o  
t h e  c o l o n e l ,  f o r  Edward Jr .  w a s  only 1 4  i n  1840) had 1 p o l l ,  T 1107, 
S 1827, 5 town l o t s  i n  Bastrop,  2 s l a v e s ,  2 s a d d l e  h o r s e s ,  1 c lock ,  
20 cat t le .  ( 8 )  .... H i s  Bounty Warrant was f o r  service 1 2  O c t  1835 - 
1 2  O c t  1836, h i s  Donation Cer t i f ica te  f o r  be ing  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  of San 
J a c i n t o .  (1321, * * )  .... Burleson, E d w a r d  - 4 Apr 1831 - 1 l e a  - Aus t in  
2 - Bastrop. (14 )  o . . ~ ( v .  13 Nov). 

Edward  Burleson is mentioned i n  v i r t u a l l y  every book or a r t ic le  
d e a l i n g  wi th  Ind ian - f igh t ing  i n  Texas. A s  John Henry B r o w n  expres ses  
i t s  " H e  a t  once became a l e a d e r  of t h e  people  i n  de fense  a g a i n s t  the 
savages"  ( 3 ,  pp 364-65), and s w i f t l y  responded t o  every  ca l l .  The 

(18249) asserts t h a t  Burleson arrived too like t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  
i n  t h e  Plum Creek F i g h t  ( 1 2  Aug 1840) ,  b u t  t h a t  is c o n t r a d i c t e d  i n  

Edward BURLESON was born 1798, Buncombe C o ,  NC, and sojourned i n  

, 
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