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NE&3SWQRTHY MEN IN AUSTIN XN 1839 

Part HI 

I n  our l a s t  isSue (XVXIHs3) we Started publishing in t e re s t ing  
items t h a t  Mrs, H, W, Gentry had abstracted from AustinOs first news- 
paperp Austin G i t y  Gazette ( i s sues  o€ 343 O @ t  - 25 Bec  1839). After  
each paragraph containing a b i t  of genealogical data ,  w e  attempt t o  
iden t i fy  the  men and women mentioned, by reference t o  the  s e l e c t i v e  
bibliography below, (Since your editor was almost house-bound by a 
broken w r i s t  during t h e  preparat ion of this a r t i c l e ,  source mater ia l  
was l i m i t e d  t o  books I had a t  home, Many important works are not in- 
cluded, so t h e  reader can $$awe t h e  pleasure of completing the  research 
on the h i s t o r i c a l  personages t h a t  i n t e r e s t  him.) 

SOURCES SEARCHED 

1, The Handbook of Texas ,  Vols, 1 and EI, Walter Prescot t  
Webb, E d i t o z i e f s  Austin8 Texas State  His tor ica l  Assn, 1952. 

- 2,  Travis  Coui ty ,  T m s ,  Marriaq@ Records 1840-1882, Lucie 
c l i f t  Price-ishedo 1973. 

30 History of -Gxas  from-1685 t o  1892, vole 11, J O ~  ~ e n q  
Brown; Austin8 Jenkins Publishing C o o ,  19'90 (OrigiBal 1892), 

40 The Evolution of a State, Noah Smithwickg Austins The 
Steck Coo ( n o d o ) ,  (o r ig ina l  Game1 Book C o o ,  1900). 

5, -Settlers and Indian Fiqhters of Southwest Texasg 
Vols, I and 110 A, J, Sowellg New Yorke Argosy-Antiquarian L t d o p  
1964 (o r ig ina l  Ben C,  Jones C C o o ,  1900), 

60 TsXa68 Her ReSoWEW3and Her Public Men, J. Be Cordova8 
Wac08 T e x i a n a d e l p h i a  8 Ernest Crozet, 1858) , 

7, The Texas Almanac 1859-1873, compiled by James P4, Bay8 
Wacoe Texian Press, 196'9. 

80 The 1840 Census of t h e  Republic of Texas, edi ted by Gifford 
White; Austin8 Penherton Pressg 1966, o n s i s t s  of Tax assessorsw 
lists f o r  26 count ies ,  Pol l  t a x  assessed on white male county resi- 
dents  over 21,  T = "Land in acres  owned m d e r  a completed t i t l e  
(pa ten t )  from the  General Land O f f i c e , "  S = T.,and in acres under 
survey based on a grant ,  but without a f i n a l  title confirmed by t he  
G.%.O.D* The f i r s t  Pour work horses and 2 5  Ca t t l e  w@re t a x  exempt, so 
t h e  number shown is less than t h e  number owned,] 

9, Members of the T@xas LeaisPature 1846-1962, @dited by W i l l  
Lo Smith; Austin8 57th Legis la ture ,  1962-63, 

10, Aesculapius on the Colorado, Br, James H, Coleman; Austins 
Encino PressD 1971, 

11, 
1 2 ,  AGS Quar te r ly  

Chronicles of Fayette,  J u l i a  L e e  Sinks8 La Grange(?/s 1975. 

a. Republic of Texas, Travis  C o o  Deed Book A (XI118 2-11).  _ -  
$ 0  Proofs O f  Heirship (xIV8 1-40 21-25, 44-59), 
c, Travis  Coo Tax Delinquents, June 1841 (XV8 101-03), 
d o  Masonic Lodge Formed a t  Austin 1839-40 (XV8 89, 92) ,  
8 ,  Miscellaneous, (NOTE8 The surname-only indexes w@re 

@ 
not  searched, so there may be still  other  references in our quarter-  
lies, ) 
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13, Bounty and Donation Land Grants of Texas, 1835-1888, Thomas 
Lloyd Miller; Austin8 Universi ty  of Texas Press, 1967. 
f o r  Bounty Land Grants; ** = C e r t i f i c a t e s  for  Donation Land Grants. 
There a r e  two a lphabe t i ca l .  sequences i n  t h e  book.1 

from The Spanish Archives of t h e  General Land O f f  ice of Texas) , 
Virginia  H. Taylor;  Austins Lone S t a r  Press, copyright 1955, 1974. 
Permission t o  quote  graciously granted by the author.  

l and ,  the colony t o  which the grantee  belonged ( the  empresario) o r  
t he  spec ia l  commissioner who gave him possession of t h e  land,  a n d f i n a l -  
l y  the  present  name of the county i n  which the  land is located.  Abbre- 
v i a t ions t  l e a d e a g u e  (4,428.4 a c r e s ) ;  l a b d a b o r  (177, l  ac re s ) .  

I t  must be borne i n  mind t h a t  co lon i s t s  o f t en  bought land from 
o the r s  who had a l ready  received their g ran t s  from the government; 
t he re fo re ,  when they received their own gran t s  they may have so ld  t h e  
land and not  l i ved  on ft. For boundaries of t h e  var ious empresarial  
g ran t s ,  see M r s .  T a y l o r P s  o r i g i n a l  book (above) and "Genl. AustinOs 
Map of Texas, 1840R i n  Francis  MooreOs Map and Descr ipt ion of Texas 
( r ep r in t ed  1965 by Texian Press of Waco; o r ig ina l  1840),  and s imi l a r  
sources  . 
Edi tor ;  Austins Texas S t a t e  H i s to r i ca l  Associatbn, 1976 [actually 19772, 
Additions,  co r rec t ions ,  and index t o  the f i r s t  two volumes. 

[G = Warrants 

14. Index t o  Spanish and Mexican Land Grants i n  Texas (Reprint  

Following t h e  granteeOs name is t h e  da t e  of t i t l e ,  the amount of 

. 

15. T h e  Handbook of Texasp A Supplement, Vol. 111, Eldon Branda, 

NOTES A t  the end of the first in t e rpo la t ed  en t ry  concerning a 

those i s sues  will be shown i n  parentheses,  thus8 (v. 6 NOVp 2 5  D e c ) .  
f i n  case  your La t in  is rus ty ,  v, is the akbrevia t ion  of vide, impera- 
t ive  s ingu la r  of t he  verb videre, t o  s e e d  

0 man who is mentioned i n  la ter  i s sues  of the Gazette,  t h e  da t e s  of 

(v01. 1, #3 - Weds,, N O ~ ,  13, 1839 - p, 3, col. 4, c o n t a d )  

FOR SALE - Clocks, watches, and jewelry8 F i sh  hooks & 
l i n e s ,  a l l  s i z e s ;  Needles ,  thimbles, Pins ,  sewing s i l k ,  
Combs, Percussion caps, F l i n t s ,  files, Segars,  etc. 
Turning i n  wood, i ron ,  and ivory done i n  the nea te s t  man- 
ne r ,  by, 

See page 79 of September AGS Q u a r t e r l y  f o r  our f ind ings  on 

J, Bishop 

Jos i ah  Bishop. (Sorry about t h e  high-riding hOs--typewriter had a . $20 case  of the hiccups.) 
******* 

p. 4,  co l .  3 - Proposals w i l l  be received a t  t h e  Post- 
master General 's  D e p t . ,  f o r  a Mail Route between t h i s  c i t y  
and the c i t y  of Houstonp t w i c e  a week. ... T o  leave  Hous- 
ton Tuesday & Friday a t  7 o'clock A.M. - Arr ive  a t  Austin 
Monday & Friday a t  7 oac lock  A.M.; l eave  Austin on Tuesday 
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& Friday at 7 ooclock A,SY, - ~ r r i v e  at  ousto on, Monday & 
Friday, at 7 O O C % Q C ~  W,M, 

E,S,C, Robertson 

E l i d a h  Ste r l ing  Clack ROBERTSON was born 2 Aug 1820 i n  Tenn- 
essee, and was brought t o  Texas a t  the  age of 12, In June 1839, hav- 
ing  returned from two years of higher education in his native state, 
he was made chief clerk of the Post Office Department of Texas8 in 
~ c t o b e r  he was acting postmaster general, w i d o w e r ,  he married nary 
Elizabeth Dickey on 8 Nov 1852 in Travis Cop then moved to BePB C o o  
Robertson d i e d  8 O c t  1879 at Salado and was buried t he re  in the fam- 

vv~obertson, B , C , ~ ~  f i g  E and s hand written close together ,  could 
look Pike B--nothiwg nearer in Me indexJ 
to 326 acresdg l tom1ot in Comanche, lo slaveso l saddle horse, 1 
s i l v e r  watch. ( 8 )  ,,,,E,S,C, Robertson was elected Assistant Chief 
Clerk of the House of Representatives fo r  1847-48, (9, p. 8) o o o o  

Robertson, Elijah S O C O D  OW 29 Jly 1835 had t i t l e t o  k league in 
Robertson O p 3  Colony (now M i l a m  Co) (14)  fimpresario Sterl ing Clack 
Robertson was his father,Y .oooEo Ster l ing  C, Robertson was a Masonic 
Lodge Master 1852-53, (B2d) o . o o F ~ r  def in i t ive  data, see -- 
cerninq Robert - Bn Texas by Paalcolm Do la%cL@ara- (Fort Worth8 

i l y  C@met@ryo (I), ( 2 )  o o o , Q ~  1840 t ax  POI% f o r  Travis CO appears 

with l p o l l ,  T 326 @itle 

TCU PressD 1974 -- 0 (v, 4 D e c ) .  

******* 

FOR S U E  Just received per the last boat, Tanterbogus, 
from t h e  head of the raft, Westphalia Hamso Wine Biscuits, 
Crackers, Coffee, ]Pepper, S a l t ,  Hard and ~ollow Ware, B r i -  
d l e s  6, Saddles, Sythes, Augers, Drawing-knives, and a gen- 
era% assortment of Liquors  o o o .  Thos, id& (?rayson 
P,S, The subscriber being perfectly convinced of ths  s a f e  
navigation of t h e  colorado, has now on the  r i d r  2 keel- 
boats, to wit8 the David Crockett and Tanterbogus, 
Mr, Editor - B came up in t h e  l a s t  boat & found no obsta- 
c%e.gr@atsr than 1 found from R i c h m o n d  to G~oc@*s, on the 
Brazos R i v e r  , TOW, Grayson 

For explanation of t h e  RAFT, see Past ism@, page 76. 

TX by 
bn 

Thomas Wigs GRAYSONp b, 8 Aug 1808, Beaufort SC, was in Braeoria 
1835. He was master of the Yellow Stone which in December 1835 

.ouglht a load of Alabama v~~unteers and amuni t ion  for the  Texas ~ e v -  
o l u t i o n ,  In August 1839 in A u s t i n  he applied fo r  appointment as a 
notary public,  I n  1844 he marr ied N r s ,  Tabitha Edwards8 they had five 
c h i l d r e n ,  Grayson d i e d  in San Antonio 20 Aug 1893, (1) .. ..In 1840 
the t a x  roll of Austin Co shows a Thomas Grayson with title t o  360 . 
acresp but no po l l ,  ( 8 )  

t a ~ ~ ~ ~ o s o o  would be one of the plantat ions on the?! ~ r a z o s  held by 
the heirs of Jared E, Groce--probably near Hempst@ad, 

* * * *Q**  
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Notice - Henry J. Jewett, Attorney & Counci l lor  a t  Law 

A town on t h e  Missouri  P a c i f i c  Rai l road was named f o r  "Henry J. 
JEWETT, lawyer and e a r l y  settler" i n  Leon Co, (1) . .Henry J. J e w e t t  
was D i s t r i c t  Attorney of D i s t r i c t  3 ( inc luding  Trav i s  C o )  dur ing  t h e  
Republic (1836-45), and was Secre t a ry  of t h e  Senate  i n  t h e  9 th  Con-. 
g re s s .  ( 7 ,  p 59) .... I n  1840 i n  Trav i s  Co H.J. J e w e t t  paid $ 2  t ax  f o r  
1 p o l l  and 1 s i l v e r  watch. ( 8 )  O O O O H O J O  J e w e t t  was l isted a s  a d e l i n -  . quent  money lender  i n  Austin i n  June 1841. ( 1 2 c ,  p 103) . . , . I n  t h e  
F i r s t  S t a t e  Leg i s l a tu re ,  Henry J. J e w e t t  was Senator  for D i s t r i c t  8 
(Brazos & Robertson coun t i e s )  16 Feb - 13 Mch 1846; a l s o  i n  Second 
LegiSla ture ,  1 3  D e c  1847 - 20 Mch 1848. (9 ,  pp 3 & 6 )  .... Henry J. 
J e w e t t  wi tnessed  a s a l e  of land from M.H. Beaty t o  John Hal l  i n  Feb 
,1840 ( p  3 ) ;  was county c l e r k ?  (pp  20-21 Deed Book A )  ( p  4 ) ;  witnessed 
' " a r t i c l e s  of agreement" wherein John R. Slocomb cont rac ted  t o  bu i ld  a 
house i n  Austin f o r  Pres. Mirabeau B. Lamar on 2 1  May 1840 ( p  8 ) .  (12a)  

e 

*******  

A splendid Barouch, Horse, & Harness f o r  s a l e  by 

Burke & Co. 

Although t h e  word BAROUCHE was derived f r o m  t h e  L a t i n  b i r o t u s  
meaning two-wheeled, it was a four-wheeled c a r r i a g e  with a dr iver 's  
s e a t  i n  front, ,  two f ac ing  double s e a t s  i n s i d e ,  and a fo ld ing  t o p  over 
t h e  back seat--a v e h i c l e  of s o m e  elegance. See p 67 f o r  BURKE. 

******* 

p. 4, C O ~ ,  4 - HOUSE, S I G N ,  ORNAMENTAL PAINTING, 
GLAZING, etc. 

F rase r  Q Allen 

N o  FRASER of any s p e l l i n g  appears on t h e  1840 Tax Rol l  for  Tra- 
v i s  C o ,  bu t  i n  Bastrop C o  a B.E. FREASIER was assessed f o r  p o l l  t a x  
only. 
(below), L.F. Marguerat announced t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of h i s  pa r tne r sh ip  
with --- FRAZER, which may be t h e  same a s  t h i s  F rase r ,  s i n c e  Marque- 
r a t  was a p a i n t e r  a l s o  (see p 85 above). ( 8 )  

t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Austin a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

R o l l .  ( 8 )  .... H e  was on t h e  de l inquent  l ist i n  June 1841. ( 1 2 c ,  p 104) .... H e  was a p r i sone r  i n  Mexico 1842-44 and d ied  i n  Galveston imme- 
d i a t e l y  a f t e r  his r e t u r n  t o  Texas. ( 1 2 e ,  p 106) .... Three Bounty War- 
r a n t s  w e r e  i s sued  t o  I s a a c  A l l e n ( s ) ;  t h e  l a s t ,  i n  1855, c e r t a i n l y  was 
t o  a d i f f e r e n t  man, if t h i s  one d ied  ca 1844. (13*) 

1 horse  i n  Bastrop Coo I n  T rav i s  Co /non-res or minor?/ he was shown 
as having 2222 a c r e s  under survey. ( 8 )  .... On 23 May 1835 he received 
t i t l e  t o  one league i n  Milam's Colony (now i n  Hays Coo Benjamin Rush 0 Milam was granted land between t h e  Colorado and Guadalupe rivers, 
no r th  and w e s t  of A u s t i n a s  and D e W i t t ' s  co lon ie s ,  bu t  he d id  n o t  

On page 4 of t h e  December 4 th  i s s u e  of Austin C i t y  Gazet te  

References have been found t o  f i v e  men named ALLEN who w e r e  i n  

( a )  I s a a c  ALLEN was assessed f o r  p o l l  t a x  on 1840 Trav i s  C o  Tax 

- 

( b )  P h i l i p  J. ALLEN i n  1840 was assessed f o r  1 p o l l ,  1 clock,, and 
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settle many fami l ies , )  (14)  ,,,,Ph~l~p J, ALLEYN appears on the lint 
of taxpayers who w e r e  delinquent f o r  11840 in Travis Coo (12c ,  p 101) 

against S o  J, A/LL?/YN, (8 )  

P townlot in Bastrop, & 1 saddle  horse, (8)  

l townlot in Bastrop, 
r an t  i n  1850 for military service i n  1835, At t h e  same t i m e  he was 
awarded a Donation certificate for  pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  t h e  Siege of 
Bexar, a t o t a l  o€ 960 acres ,  (l3*, **)  

(c )  Qn the 1840 Tax Roll f o r  Travis  Coo one pol% was assessed 

(d)  The 1840 Bastrop Co Tax Roll lists H, V, ALLEN w i t h  1 poll, 

(e) I n  1840 George ALLEN had l poll, 320 acres  under survey, 8, 
( 8 )  o o o o A  George Allen received a Bounty Mar- 

* * h * o * *  

vo%o 1 0  #40 Weds, Nav, 20, u 3 9  p, 3, COP. 4 
I t  is stated by some travellers from t h e  East, that there 
are three hundred waggons on the road from the U,S, to 
Texas,  he emigratioii is ragidly increasing. 

O n  Friday5evening last, the store of Mr, James Burke, 
on the corner of Bois d 0 A P C  Street & Congrass A v e , ,  
caught on f ire and was burned to t h e  gr~tdnd, toQether 
w i t h  the  building attached there to ,  i n  which had been 
opened, by t h e  en terpr i s ing  p ~ ~ p r i e t ~ r ,  a reading room 
for  the publ ic  benef i t ;  h i s  goods were saved, We r eg re t  
t he  loss - both on account of the  owner, and t he  grea t  
want of buildings at this moment,  he fire was acciden- 
t a l  , 
See page 67 for James BURKE, 

B O X  DOARC Street is now 7th Street in Austin, The name is 
~ r e n c h ,  meaning wood from which $OW.-* were made, Bois ( i n  t h i s  name) 
is general ly  pronounced BQ in Texas, which makes for  confusion when 
a chi ld  is t o l d  t h a t  itvs t h e  part that means bow," 

cl****** 

The dinner t o  General S a m  Hotastopa,  given on Thursday 
a t  ~ r ,  Ha%%Os, passed off with a great d e a l  of harmony, 
~t was well attended for the  day which was unusually raw 
and c h i ~ f y ,  being provided i n  t he  apen air, l e f t  the 
company e n t i r e l y  acposed. General Houston responded t o  
the sentiment given him in a very e l q u e n t  s t r a i n ,  and 
s a t  down amidst the cheers of the audience, H e  care- 
faally abstained from any reference t o  the  passing poli- 
t i c a l  events of the day, ~ r ,  Hall provided an excel lent  
dinner,  The proceedings, i f  handed to us, w i l l  appear 
i n  our next paper, 
See page 81 for notes on Saw ]Houston, 
John HALL was a hote l  keeper i n  Austin who was succe@ded by 
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Thomas Smith, according t o  John Henry Brown. ( 3 9  p 167) .... John Ha l l  
bought Lot 6 Block 71 i n  Aust in  f r o m  M. H, Beaty i n  February 1840. 
(12a, p 3 )  ..,.on 10 J l y  1824 a John Hal l  received t i t l e  t o  2 leagues 
and 2 l abor s  i n  Aus t in ' s  F i r s t  Colony (one league i n  Brazoria  Co and 
one i n  lrdaller C o  as p r e s e n t l y  de f ined ) .  (14)  ... .On 25 Apr 1831 a 
John Hal l  took t i t l e  t o  & league i n  AustinOs Second Colony (now i n  
Waller Co). Aust in ' s  second colony was s e t t l e d  on lands  l e f t  vacant  
by h i s  f irst  300 c o l o n i s t s .  (14)  .... A John Hal l  received a Bounty 
Warrant; a John Lo Hal l  received a Donation C e r t i f i c a t e  fo r  being a t  
t h e  S iege  of Bexar. (13*,**) 

******* 

p. 4, col. 3 - AUSTIN CITY EXCHANGE - The subsc r ibe r  
has  r e c e n t l y  opened h i s  new establ ishment ,  on Congress 
A v e . ,  n ea r ly  oppos i te  Cedars new bui ld ing ,  h e r e  he w i l l  
always be found ready t o  serve h i s  f r i e n d s  w i t h  any new 
luxury they  may desire. H O P .  Savary 
E ,  CEDARS was assessed only f o r  1 p o l l  on t h e  1840 Trav i s  C o  

Tax R o l l .  ( 8 )  eoooIn June 1841 he  was on a de l inquent  taxpayers"  list,  
(12CD p 101) 

H.P .  SAVERY ( w i t h  A ,  Savery,, q,v. 2 5  D e c )  was the  owner of one 
townlot i n  [Fort] Lavacap according t o  t h e  1849 Calhoun C o  Tax R o l l ,  
seen on microfilm a t  Texas S t a t e  Library.  See p 77 above, 

******* 

M i l i t a r y  Script_ &ic] wanted by Burke 6, Coo 
James Burke was a man of many en te rp r i se s :  See a l s o  page 67, 

T h i s  r e f e rence  t o  m i l i t a r y  scrip is puzzl ing,  for  Thomas Lloyd M i l l e r ,  
our a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  b e n e f i t s  Texas gave t o  her ve terans ,  s t a t e s 8  
"The i ssuance  of s c r i p  was used f o r  many purposes, but  i n  only one 

. , .by 
act  of 1881, Confederate land-scr ip  c e r t i f i c a t e s  €or 1,280 a c r e s  each 
were given t o  d isab led  Confederate veterens. . . ."  Perhaps the s c r i p  
t h a t  Burke 6, C o o  offered t o  buy was i n , t h e  n a t u r e  of promissory no te s  
for  cash  payable i n  t h e  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e ,  n o t  land s c r i p ,  

i n s t a n c e  was s c r i p  i ssued  a s  a reward fo r  m i l i t a r y  servise. 

* * * * * * o  
I 

p. 4, c o l ,  4 - WANTED - One hundred head of beef c a t t l e  
for  which the  h ighes t  market p r i c e  i n  cash w i l l  be given. 
Apply t o  B i l l i n g s l e y  6, Nicholson, 
Native a n n a l i s t  John Henry Brown r e c a l l e d  W e  Buck BILLINGSLEY 

and MOHO NICHOLSON among t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of Austin i n  1839, (3 ,  p 168) 
o o o . W i l l i a m  B, B i l l i n g s l e y  was on the v e n i r e  fo r  t h e  first s e s s i o n  of 
D i s t r i c t  Court held i n  Austin,  4 May 1840. (12e, 1x14 pp 15-16) .,.. 
H e  may have been a b ro the r  of Jesse B i l l i n g s l e y  who was born 1810 i n  
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TN and was in Mina (Bastrop) in I834 (see The Handbook of Texas), 

Travis Coo (8) .... He was on the Delinquent L i s t  of same in June 1841. 
o o o o W o B o  BiflingsIey m s  aSs@SS@d %Or poll. Only On 1840 Tax Roll Of 

(12co p 101) 
Partnership of Nicholson 8, Billingsley shown on 1840 Travis Co 

Tax Roll as owing taxcs for 2 townlots in Austin,, 100 cattle and one 
slave, ( 8 )  O O O O ~ O H O  NICHOLSON was assessed for 1 poll Sr 1 gold watch 
on the same r o l l  (8), but had not paid the t a x  by June 1841, (12c, ... 
p 102) 0000B40H0 NichoPson was on the venire list dated  4 May 1840 for 
the first SeSSiQgl Of District court iat WUStin, (12e9 1x84, pp 15-16) 
.o.. M, Harris Nicholson was married to Harriet Elizabeth Savoy [pos- 
sibly Savary?l by C, Richardson, HOGoD on 9 D e c  1840 at Austin, (2) 

******* 

HOUSE SERVAAIT - A g o ~ d  negro girl, about 17 years oldp 
will be exchanged for a boy of the s a m e  ageo or 2 or 3 
years younger, S o  Whiting 
Our findings on Samuel WHITING begin on page 65, 

******* 

Francis ~rentiss - Has just received a full supply of 
Groc@ri@s 6 Dry Goods from Galveston 6, Houstonp among 
which ares 

40 bbls, superfine flour 2 khds. hams 
5 O0 loaf sugar 2 O 0  bacon 
5 O' brown sugar 15 bBls, whiskey 

An assortment of Clothingo Bootsp S~OIZS,  8, Hats w h i c h  will 
be sold POW for cash, 
See pages 82-83 for Francis IPRENI'ISS, In case you're too young 

to reme&e~, hhds is the abbreviation of hogsheads, about t w i c e  the 
Oize of a barrelp hofdhg 63 U,S, gallons of liquid vs, 3105 gallons, 

******* 

V ~ l o  1, 4 $ 5 p  W e s o p  27 Pdoverm$er I839 P O  3, COlO 1 
  he  on, a%ce Labranche, minister of the United States,  
and Mr, Keel L'aor Ht@er?/, the Secretary of the Legation, 
arrived in this city on Monday lastp in company with  en, 
Hunt, late Secretary of the k d i a ~ y ,  and took lodgings at 
Mrs , Bullock O s gotel , 
~ c d e  L O U ~ S  LaBWCME was born in 1806 in Louisiana8 was U,S, 

ckargd doaffaires to th@ Republk of Texas 1837-403 died in 186% in 
Virginia but buried in Hetairie Cemetery in New Orleans, (1) o o o o  
~w trying to i den t i fy  the men in this paragraph 1 read Microcopy NO, 
T - 728, "Dgsgatches from U,S,  minister^ to Texas f836-45D" Roll 1, 
Vol, 1, National A ~ C ~ ~ P T ~ S ,  1'962, 
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I n  a let ter headed " the  O P f i c e  of Chargd d*Af fa i r e s ,  near  t h e  
government of t h e  Republic of Texas" on 8 Feb 1837, A l c b e  LaBranche 
repor ted  t h a t  he had j u s t  go t t en  i n s t a l l e d  a t  N e w  Orleans,  and d i d  no t  
move t o  Houston u n t i l  24 O c t  1837 as  "the f i rs t  min i s t e r  t o  t h e  nmw 
Republic . I' 
t h e  U.S. and Texas were repor ted  as8 John H, Overton, commissionerg 
John R. Conway, surveyor;  John Jo/Io Clendennen, clerk. The Texas 
appointees  weres Branch T o  Archerp commissioner; C, R. Johns, surveyor? 
Hamilton B e e ,  clerk. On October 12 th  Gen, Memucan HUNT was named com- 
missioner ,  bu t  t h e  p r o j e c t  still had n o t  s t a r t e d  i n  February 1840. 

On 7 June 1839, LaBranche w r o t e  t o  John Forsyth,  U.S. Secre t a ry  of 
S t a t e ,  t h a t  James Webb had been appointed Attorney General of Texas and 
David G o  Burnet, Vice-president,  was a c t i n g  Sec re t a ry  of S t a t e ,  

A l c d e  LaBranche t o  John Forsyth,  Sec re t a ry  of State ,  Washington. 
Legation of t h e  United S t a t e s  
Houston 25th O c t  1839 

On l Z J  May 1839, U.S. appointees  t o  run t h e  boundary l i n e  bekween 

"In t h e  p re sen t  condi t ion  of Aust in ,  which is 175 m i l e s  from 
Houston, on t h e  Colorado River, it w i l l  be impossible for  m e  t o  r e s i d e  
t h e r e  permanently, a s  t h e r e  are no convenient accmmodations, a f e w  l o g  
houses only having been b u i l t  f o r  the officers of the  government and 
t h e  members of Congress, B e s i d e s  I do n o t  cons ider  it sa fe  at a l l ,  a t  
p re sen t ,  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  books and records of t h e  Legation, t h e  
Indians  being always h o s t i l e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Austin.  The removal of 
the  s e a t  of government so f a r  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  i n  t h e  wilderness  and i n  
t h e  very m i d s t  of savage enemies is a very unwise measure, and it is 
supposed by many t h a t  Congress may by famine be compelled t o  adjourn t o  
another  place.  I' 

T h e  Hon. A l c k e  LaBranche on 16 Jan  1840 w r o t e  a l e t te r  of r e s i g -  
na t ion  (effective June 1st) rather thnn move t o  Aust in ,  Subsequent 
let ters t o  Sec re t a ry  of State  Forsyth r evea l  t h a t  he  remained i n  Hous- 
ton u n t i l  he  was relieved by George H. Flood,  according t o  John Henry 
Brown i n  t h e  second volume of h i s  H i s to ry  of Texas ( p  209). 

No p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of M r .  KEEL or KEER has  been found. 
On page 57 of Gifford White's book ( 8 )  James Kerr's name is s p e l l e d  
Keer, but  t h e  man r e f e r r e d  t o  h e r e  was probably n o t  a Texas. I n  Mary 

u s t i n  l)Iolleye The Texas Dia ry ,  1835-1838, e d i t e d  by J ,P .  Bryan 
u s t i n s  Univers i ty  of Texas Press ,  1965) on page 36 w e  f i n d  a "Mr. 

Kerr - s e c r e t a r y  of Legation" who accompanied " M r .  Labranche American 
Minis te r"  when he made a c a l l  a t  t h e  home of Augustus C .  Allen  i n  
Houston a t  Christmas, 1837. Mrs. Holley had been a t u t o r  i n  the  home 
of t h e  chargd  dOaffairesO cousin,  Hermogene LaBranche ( i b i d , ,  p 95).  
. . . .A,poss ib le  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  is Hugh KERR w h o  published A P o e t i c a l  
Descr ip t ion  of Texas i n  New York i n  1838 ( f acs imi l e r  Anson Jones 
Press,, 1936).  ....From The National Cyclopedia (Vs536) and Bioqraph- 
i c a l  Directory of t h e  American Conqress 1774-1961, w e  glean t h e  fo l -  
lowing s i g n i f i c a n t  d e t a i l s s  John Bozman KERR, diplomat, b, Easton 
MD 5 Mch 1809, grandson of David b Rachel Leeds (Bozman) Kerro John 
B. Kerr was elected t o  r ep resen t  Talbot C o  1847-49 i n  t h e  General 
Assembly of Maryland (or S t a t e  House of Delega tes ) ,  and i n  1848 was 
e l e c t e d  Representat .ve t o  t h e  31s t  Congress of t h e  U.S. Two yea r s  
l a t e r  he was Charge d ' A f f a i r e s  t o  Nicaragua. H e  d i e d  27 Jan  1878. 
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f i i n c e  he later be~ame a ~ h a ~ g e ' d i 0 a ~ f a i r e s  ~ ~ H P I P ~ I ~ ,  yota~g   err p 

tive of €ice,/ 
have served gs secretary k t  one before he started r m i n g  for elec- 

Memucan HUNT, born 1807 in Morth Carol ina,  volunteered h i s  ser- 
vices t o  Texas and was appointed b r i g a d i e r  general by Pres iden t  David 
G o  Burnet in Wug 1836, Under Pres iden t  Hirabeaua B ,  Lamar, Hunt was 
Secre t a ry  of the Texas Navy Dee 3.838 - Hay 1839, In Nov I839 ~e rep- 
resented Texas OW t he  U o S o  - Texas Boundary C~nmmFpiSsi~n, He d i e d  in 
I856 i n  Tennesseeg H u t  Cop Texas was named for h i m ,  (1) . , , . l [n  1840 I 

th@ Brazoria CO Tax 8hOWS BPI M, Hunt who had 20 acres With COm- 
ple ted  t i t leD 160 under Survey, R , M ,  Forbes agent  for PI, H w t  
rendered I poll, 1,000 a c r e s  clear, and 8 s%aves, ~t the same time, 
Robertson @o shows an pli. Hunt with no  PO%^, 13,284 a c r e s  under sur- 
vey, (8) ....Georgs bd, Bonnall also wentionad t h a t  Memucan Hunt was 
a comissioner to run. t he  boundary lines in I840 (T-aS, p I22), 
. . . . l [n  1853-54, Memucan Hunt ~epresented District 35 in the bower 
House of the Texas Legisaature ,  Pisting Galveston as h i s  residence.  
( 9 ,  p 19) ....~n 1858 the  h e i r s  O f  Hemucan ~ u n t  patented his ~ounty 
Warrant lands (1,280 acres) granted for  h i s  service 10 June - 2 5  D e c  
18360 (l3*) 

Comments on the B u l l o c k  Hotel are on page 83 aboae, 

******* 

Gen, Hamilton a r r i v e d  at G a l v e s t o w  I s l and ,  on the 
23rd inst,,, in the Neptune, Me is expected i n  t h i s  
c i t y  bn the  course of the present week. 
James HAMILTON was born 8 Hay I786 at Charleston SC, In  I813 

he married EIizabeth Hayward, and in I830 h e  was governor of South 
Carol ina,  ~e was Bhbensely i n t e r e s t e d  in the s t r u g g l e s  of Texas and 
rendered ex tens ive  f i n a n c i a l  aid t o  its army, l a t e r  s e rv ing  as a 
d i p ~ o m t i c  agent f r o m  the Republic to the Netherlands,  England, 
France, Belgiuwt, and Me~iCo, A p p ~ h t e d  by Pres iden t  Lamar to nego- 
t i a t e  a ~ i v a   illi ion Dollar ~ o a n ~ ~  (sale of bonds t o  European ~ O V -  
ernments), #ami%ton had almost succeeded when Houston became pres-  
i d e n t  again in 1841 and repudiated his e f f o r t s ,  Texas owed h i m  
$2lO,OOO i n  gold when he died  15 Nov I857 in a shipwreck i n  the Gulf 
of ~ ~ e x i c o ,  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  Hamilton gave his life preserver t o  
a womn and ch i ld ,  (1) 

..oogvGenera%" seem to have been a cour tesy  title, fo r  Hamilton 
had decl ined when Houston offered him command of the Texas army in 
11837, 'OG~vernorOO 08 ooJudge'o would have been more appropr ia te ,  for  
James Hamilton was educated as a lawyer in Mew England and became 
GQV~XXIOH ot his native srate,  M e  had also been pres iden t  and d i r e c -  
tor of the Bank of South Carolina, Prior t o  t h i s  triumphal arri- 
val in Austin,  Hamilton had exchanged $400,000 i n  Texas bonds for  

a prominent banker of Philadelphia, He also had concluded t h e  
Trea ty  of A m i t y ,  Navigation and Comegee Between France and Texas, 
thus  making France the  first European na t ion  to recognize the  a@- 
pub l i c  of Texas and send a min i s t e r ,   hat o f f i c i a l ,  the self- 

bank notes through the  co-Op@gation of h i s  friendo Nicholas Bidd%@,  

I03 


























































