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NEWSWORTHY MEN IN AUSTIN IN 1839
. Part XI

In our last issue (XVIII:3) we started publishing interesting
items that Mrs. H. R. Gentry had abstracted from Austin‘s first news-
paper, Austin Gity Gazette (issues of 38 Oft - 25 Dec 1839), After
each paragraph containing a bit of genealogic#&l data, we attempt to
identify the men and vomen mentioned, by reference to the selective
bibliography below, (Since your editor was almost house-bound by a
broken wrist during the preparation of this article, source material
vas limited to books I had at home, Many important works are not in-
cluded, so the reader can hawe the pleasure of completing the research
on the historical personages that interest him,)

SOURCES SEARCHED

1. The Handbook of Texas, Vols, I and II, Walter Prescott
Webb, Editor-in-Chief; Austins Texas State Historical Assn,, 1952,
2., Travis County, Texas, Marriage Records 1840-1882, Lucie
Clift Price; privately published, 1973,
3. History of Texas from 1685 to 1892, Vol. II, John Henry
Brown; Austins Jenkins Publishing Co,, 1970 (origimal 1892),
4, The Evolution of a State, Noah Smithwickj; Austins: The
Steck Co, (n.d.), (original Gammel Book Co,, 1900),
5. Early Settlers and Indian Fighters of Southwest Texas,
Vols, I and 1II, A, J. Sovell; New Yorks: Argosy=Antiquarian Ltd.,
1964 (original Ben C, Jones & Co,, 1%00),
6, Texass Her Resoureecsand Her Public Men, J. De Cordovaj
Wacos Texian Press, 1969 (original Philadelphlas Ernest Crozet, 1858),
7. The Texas Almanac 1857-1873, compiled by James M. Days
Waco: Texian Press, 1967, .
8. The 1840 Census of the Republic of Texas, edited by Gifford
White; Austins Pemberton Press, 1966, /Jconsists of Tax assessSors'’
lists for 26 counties, Poll tax assessed on vhite male county resi-
dents over 21, T = “Land in acres owned under a completed title
(patent) from the General Land Office.” S = "Land in acres under
survey based on a grant, but without a final title confirmed by the
G.L.0."” The first four work horses and 25 cattle were tax exempt, so
the number shown is less than the number owned,/
9, Members of the Texas Legislature 1846-1962, edited by Will
L. Smith; Austin: 57th Legislature, 1962-63,
10. Aesculapius on the Colorado, Dr. James M, Coleman; Austins
Encino Press, 1971,

11. Chronicles of Fayette, Julia Lee Sinksj La Grange/?/: 1975.
12, AGS Quarterl

a., Republic of Texas, Travis Co. Deed Book A (XIII: 2-11).

b, Proofs of Heirship (XIVs 1-4, 21-=25, 44-59),

c. Travis Co, Tax Delinquents, June 1841 (XV: 101-03),

d. Masonic Lodge Formed at Austin 1839-40 (XVs: 89, 92),

e, Miscellaneous, (NOTE: The surname-only indexes were
not searched, so there may be still other references in our quarter-
lies,)
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13, Bounty and Donation Land Grants of Texas,_1835-1888, Thomas
Lloyd Miller; Austins University of Texas Press, 1967, /* = Warrants
for Bounty Land Grants; #* = Certificates for Donation Land Grants,
There are two alphabetical.sequences in the book./

14, Index to Sganish and Mexican Land Grants in Texas (Reprint
from The Spanish Archives of the General Land Office of Texas),
Virginia H., Taylor; Austin: Lone Star Press, copyright 1955, 1974,
Permission to quote graciously granted by the author.

Following the grantee’s name is the date of title, the amount of
land, the colony to which the grantee belonged (the empresario) or
the special commissioner who gave him possession of the land, and final-
ly the present name of the county in which the land is located. Abbre-
viations: lea=league (4,428.4 acres); lab=labor (177.1 acres).

It must be borne in mind that colonists often bought land from
others who had already received their grants from:the government;
therefore, when they received their own grants they may have sold the
land and not lived on it. For boundaries of the various empresarial
grants, see Mrs., Taylor‘'s original book (above) and "Genl, Austin’s
Map of Texas, 1840° in Francis Moore's Map and Description of Texas
(reprinted 1965 by Texian Press of Waco; original 1840), and similar
sources, '

15. The Handbook of Texas, A Supplement, Vol, III, Eldon Branda,
Editor; Austins Texas State Historical Associatéon, 1976 factually 1977/.

"Additions, corrections, and index to the first two volumes,

NOTEs At the end of the first interpolated entry concerning a
man who is mentioned in later issues of the Gazette, the dates of
those issues will be shown in parentheses, thus: (v. 6 Nov, 25 Dec),
{In case your Latin is rusty, v, is the abbreviation of vide, impera-
tive singular of the verb videre, to see./

(vol, 1, #3 =~ Weds,, Nov, 13, 1839 - p. 3, col. 4, cont‘d)

FOR SALE -~ Clocks, watches, and jewelry; Fish hooks &
lines, all sizes; Needles, thimbles, Pins, sewing silk,
Combs, Percussion caps, Flints, files, Segars, etc.
Turning in wood, iron, and ivory €@one in the neatest man-
ner, by, ‘

J. Bishop

See page 79 of September.AGS Quarterly for our findings on
Josiah Bishop. (Sorry about the high-riding h°s--typewriter had a
$20 case of the hiccups,)

L2 8-%- 5 % X~

p. 4, col. 3 - Proposals will be received at the Post-
master General'‘'s Dept., for a Mail Route between this city
and the city of Houston, twice a week. ... To leave Hous-

. ton Tuesday & Friday at 7 o'clock A.M. - Arrive at Austin
Monday & Friday at 7 o°clock A.M.; leave Austin on Tuesday
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& Friday at 7 o°clock A.M. - Arrive at Houston, Mbnday &
Friday, at 7 o°clock A.M,

E.S.,C. Robertson
Act. P.M, Gen'‘l,

'Elijah Sterling Clack ROBERTSON was born 2 Aug 1820 in Tenn-
essee, and was brought to Texas at the age of 12, In June 1839, hav-
ing returned from two years of higher education in his natiwe state,
he was made chief clerk of the Post Office Department of Texasj in
October he was acting postmaster general. A widower, he married Mary
Elizabeth Dickey on 8 Nov 1852 in Travis Co, then moved to Bell Co.
Robertson died 8 Oct 1879 at Salado and was buried there in the fam-
ily cemetery. (1), (2) ....0n 1840 tax roll for Travis Co appears
“Robertson, B.C.” /If E and S hand written close together, could
look like B-=nothing nearer in Bhe indexmi with 1 poll, T 326 [Title
to 326 acres/; 1 townlot in Comanche, 10 slaves, 1 saddle horse, 1
silver watch,  (8) ....E.S.C., Robertson was elected Assistant Chief
Clerk of the House of Representatives for 1847-48, (9, p. 8) s000
Robertson, Elijah S.C., on 29 Jly 1835 had titleto % league in
Robertson’s Colony (now Milam Co), (14) /Empresario Sterling Clack
Robertson was his father,/ ....E. Sterling C. Robertson was a Masonic
Lodge Master 1852-53, (124) ....For definitive data, see Papers Con-
cerning Robertson’s Colony in Texas by Malcolm D. McLean (Fort Worths:
TCU Press, 1974 ==), (v, 4 Dec).

TN aY

FOR SALE = Just received per the last boat, Tanterbogus,
from the head of the. raft, Westphalia Hams, Wine Biscuits,
Crackers, Coffee, Pepper, Salt, Hard and Hollov Ware, Bri-
dles & Saddles, Sythes, Augers, Drawing-knives, and a gen-
eral assortment of Liquors ,... Thos. Ws» Grayson
P.S, The subscriber being perfectly convinced of the safe
navigation of the Colorado, has now on the river 2 keel-
boats, to wits the David Crockett and Tanterbogus,

Mr, Editor = I came up in the last boat & found no obsta-
cle greater than I found from Richmond to Groce's, on the
Brazos River, T.W, Grayson

For explanation of the RAFT, see last issue, page 76.

Thomas Wigg GRAYSON, b, 8 Aug 1808, Beaufort SC, was in Brazoria
TX by 1835. He was master of the Yellow Stone which in December 1835
brought a load of Alabama volunteers and ammunition for the Texas Rev-
olution, In August 1839 in Austin he applied for appointment as a
notary public, In 1844 he married Mrs, Tabitha Edwards; they had five
children., Grayson died in San Antonio 20 Aug 1873, (1) ....In 1840
the tax roll of Austin Co shows a Thomas Grayson with title to 360
acres, but no poll, (8)

“"GROCE°s” would be one of the plantations on the Brazos held by
the heirs of Jared E. Groce--probably near Hempstgad°

[ R R R
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Notice - Henry J. Jewett, Attorney & Councillor at lLaw

A town on the Missouri Pacific Railroad was named for "Henry J.
JEWETT, lawyer and early settler" in Leon Co. (1) ....Henry J, Jevett
was District Attorney of District 3 (including Travis Co) during the
Republic (1836-45), and was Secretary of the Senate 1n tpe 9th Cons: -
gress, (7, p 59) ....In 1840 in Travis Co H.J. Jewett paid $2 tax for
1 poll and 1 silver watch. (8) ....H.J., Jewett was listed as a delin-
guent money lender in Austin in June 1841. (1l2c, p 103) «s0.In the
First State Legislature, Henry J. Jewett was Senator for District 8
(Brazos & Robertson counties) 16 Feb - 13 Mch 1846; also 1in Second
Legislature, 13 Dec 1847 - 20 Mch 1848, (9, pp 3 & 6) oo« sHenry J,
Jewett witnessed a sale of land from M.H. Beaty to John Hall in Feb
1840 (p 3); was county clerk? (pp 20-21 Deed Book A) (p 4); w1tn§ssed
‘“articles of agreement" wherein John R, Slocomb contracted to build a
house in Austin for Pres., Mirabeau B, Lamar on 21 May 1840 (p 8). (12a)

-2 X-B-X-2-8-

A splendid Barouch, Horse, & Harness for sale by

Burke & Co.

Although the word BAROUCHE was derived from the.Latin b@rotus
meaning two-wheeled, it was a four-wheeled carriage with a driver's
seat in front, two facing double seats inside, and a folding top over
the back seat--a vehicle of some elegance. See p 67 for BURKE.

- 8- 2-2-2-5-

~ p. 4, col, 4 - HOUSE, SIGN, ORNAMENTAL PAINTING,
GLAZING, etc,
’ Fraser & Allen

No FRASER of any spelling appears on the 1840 Tax Roll for Tra-
vis Co, but in Bastrop Co a B.E, FREASIER was assessed for poll tax
only. On page 4 of the December 4th issue of Austin City Gazette
(below), L.F, Marguerat announced the dissolution of his partnership
with --- FRAZER, which may be the same as this Fraser, since Margue-
rat was a painter also (see p 85 above)., (8)

References have been found to five men named ALLEN who were in
the vicinity of Austin at that time,

(a) Isaac ALLEN was assessed for poll tax on 1840 Travis Co Tax
Roll. (8) ....He was on the delinquent list in June 1841. (12c, p 104)
.eo.He was a prisoner in Mexico 1842-44 and died in Galveston imme-
diately after his return to Texas. (12e, p 106) ..,,Three Bounty War-
rants were issued to Isaac Allen(s); the last, in 1855, certainly was
to a different man, if this one died ca 1844, (13%)

(b) Philip J. ALLEN in 1840 was assessed for 1 poll, 1 clock, and
1 horse in Bastrop Co. In Travis Co /non-res or minor?/ he was shown
as having 2222 acres under survey. (8) ....On 23 May 1835 he received
title to one league in Milam's Colony (now in Hays Co. Benjamin Rush
Milam was granted land between the Colorado and Guadalupe rivers,
north and west of Austin's and DeWitt's colonies,; but he did not
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settle many families,) (14) ....Philip J. ALLEYN appears on the list
of taxpayers who were delinquent for 1840 in Travis Co. (12c, p 101)

(c) On the 1840 Tax Roll for Travis Cop one poll was assessed
against S. J. A/LL?/YN. (8)

(d) The 1840 Bastrop Co Tax Roll lists H. V. ALLEN with 1 poll,
1 townlot in Bastrop, & 1 saddle horse. (8)

(e) In 1840 George ALLEN had 1 poll, 320 acres under survey, &
1 townlot in Bastrop., (8) ....A George Allen received a Bounty War-
rant in 1850 for military service in 1835, At the same time he was
awarded a Donation Certificate for participation in the Siege of
Bexar, a total of 960 acres, (13%, =%)

R 2 L TR VE)

. vol., 1, #4, Weds, Nov, 20, 1839 P. 3, col, 4
It is stated by some travellers from the East, that there
are three hundred waggons on the road from the U,S. to
Texas. The emigration is rapidly increasing.

On Friday: evening last, the store of Mr. James Burke,
on the corner of Bois d’Arc Street & Congress Ave.,
caught on fire and was burned to the ground, together
with the building attached thereto, in which had been
opened, by the enterprising proprietor, a reading room
for the public benefit; his goods were saved. We regret
the loss = both on account of the owner, and the great
want of buildings at this moment., The fire was acciden-
tal,

See page 67 for James BURKE.

BOIS D'ARC Street is now 7th Street in Austin, The name is
French, meaning wood from which bow. were made. Bois (in this name)
is generally pronounced BO in Texas, which makes for confusion when
a child is told that it°s the arc part that means bow!

feRagageRe Regn]

The dinner to General Sam Houston, given on Thursday
at Mr. Hall’'s, passed off with a great deal of harmony.
It was well attended for the day which was unusually ravw
and chilly, being provided in the open air, left the
company entlrely cxposed° General Houston responded to
the sentiment given him in a. very elequent strain, and
sat down amidst the cheers of the audience., He care-
fully abstained from any reference to the passing poli-
tical events of the day, Mr, Hall provided an excellent
dinner. The proceedings, if handed to us, will appear

_ in our next paper.

See page 81 for notes on Sam Houston,

John HALL was a hotel keeper in Austin who was succeeded by
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Thomas Smith, according to John Henry Brown. (3, p 167) ....John Hall
bought Lot 6 Block 71 in Austin from M, H, Beaty in February 1840,
(12a, p 3) ....on 10 Jly 1824 a John Hall received title to 2 leagues
and 2 labors in Austin’s First Colony (one league in Brazoria Co and
one in Waller Co as presently defined)., (14) ....0n 25 Apr 1831 a
John Hall took title to % league in Austin’s Second Colony (now in
Waller Co). Austin's second colony. was settled on lands left vacant
by his first 300 colonists., (14) ....A John Hall received a Bounty
Warrant; a John L, Hall received a Donation Certificate for being at
the Siege of Bexar, (l3%,#*%).

EE-X-2-X-2-84

p. 4, col., 3 - AUSTIN CITY EXCHANGE - The subscriber
has recently opened his new establishment, on Congress
Ave,, nearly opposite Cedars new building, vwhere he will
always be found ready to serve his friends with any new
luxury they may desire, H.P. Savary

E. CEDARS was assessed only for 1 poll on the 1840 Travis Co
Tax Roll. (8) ....In June 1841 he was on a delinquent taxpayers'®' list,
(12c, p 101)

H.P. SAVERY (with A, Savery, q.V..25 Dec) was the owner of one
townlot in /Port/ lLavaca, according to the 1849 Calhoun Co Tax Roll,
seen on microfilm at Texas State Library. See p 77 above.

- 22 8- X-R-X-]

Military Script /sic/ wanted by Burke & Co.

James Burke was a man of many enterprises! See also page 67,

This reference to military scrip is puzzling, for Thomas Lloyd Miller,
our authority on the benefits Texas gave to her veterans, states:

"The issuance of scrip was used for many purposes, but in only one
instance was scrip issued as a reward for military serviee. .,.by
act of 1881, Confederate land=-scrip certificates for 1,280 acres each
vere given to disabled Confederate veterans...." Perhaps the scrip
that Burke & Co, offered to buy was in the nature of promissory notes
for cash payable in the distant future, not land scrip.

L2 2 R-X-X-£-4
f

p. 4, col, 4 - WANTED - One hundred head of beef cattle
for which the highest market price in cash will be given,
Apply to Billingsley & Nicholson,

Native annalist John Henry Brown recalled W, Buck BILLINGSLEY
and M.H. NICHOLSON among the residents of Austin in 1839, (3, p 168)
sooo.William B, Billingsley was on the venire for the first session of
District Court held in Austin, 4 May 1840. (12e, IX:4 pp 15-16) ....
He may have been a brother of Jesse Billingsley who was born 1810 in
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TN and was in Mina (Bastrop) in 1834 (see The Handbook of Texas).
co0oWoB, Billingsley was assessed for poll.only on 1840 Tax Roll of
Travis Co. (8) ....He was on the Delingquent List of same in June 1841,
(12c, p 101)

Partnership of Nicholson & Billingsley shown on 1840 Travis Co

Tax Roll as owing taxes for 2 townlots in Austin, 100 cattle and one

slave, (8) .o...McH. NICHOLSON was assessed for 1 poll & 1 goild watch

on the same roll (8), but had not paid the tax by June 1841, (1l2c,

p 102) ....M.H, Nicholson was on the venire list dated 4 May 1840 for
the first session of District Court at Austin, (12e, IX34, pp 15<16)

ooooM, Harris _Nicholson was married to Harriet Elizabeth Savoy /pos-

sibly Savary37 by C. Richardson, M,G., on 9 Dec 1840 at Austin, (2)

[ R R R v L]

HOUSE SERVANT = A good negro girl, about 17 years old,
will be exchanged for a boy of the same age, or 2 or 3
years younger., S. Whiting

Our findings on Samuel WHITING begin on page 65,

frgaR iR Reg Rl

Francis Prentiss = Has just received a full supply of
Groceries & Dry Goods from Galveston & Houston, among
wvhich ares

40 bbls, superfine flour 2 hhds. hams
5 = loaf sugar 2" bacon
5 = brown sugar 15 bbls, whiskey
An assortment of Clothing, Boots, Shoes, & Hats which will
be sold low for cash,

See pages 82-83 for Francis PRENTISS., ' In case you'‘re too young
to remember, hhds is the abbreviation of hogsheads, about twice the
gize of a barrel, holding 63 U.S. gallons of liquid vs. 31.5 gallons.

ke R=Refe R Rage]

Vol, 1, #5, Weds., 27 November 1839 p. 3, col, 1
The Hon. Alce Labranche, minister of the United States,
and Mr. Keel /7or Keer?/, the Secretary of the Legation,
arrived in this city on Monday last, in company with Gen,
Hunt, late Secretary of the Navy, and took lodgings at
Mrs, Bullock's Hotel,

Alcde Louis LaBRANCHE was born in 1806 in Louisiana; was U.S.
hargd’d°affa1res to the Republic of Texas 1837-40; died in 1861 in
Virginia but buried in Metairie Cemetery in New Orleans, (1) ....
In trying to identify the men in this paragraph I read Microcopy No.
T - 728, "Despatches from U,S. Ministers to Texas 1836=45," Roll 1,
Vol, 1, National Archives, 1962,
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In a letter headed "the Office of Chargéld°Affaires, near the
government of the Republic of Texas" on 8 Feb 1837, Alcée LaBranche
reported that he had just gotten installed at New Orleans, and did not
move to Houston until 24 Oct 1837 as “"the first minister to the nmvw
Republic,” - :

On 12 May 1839, U.S. appointees to run the boundary line between
the U.S. and Texas were reported as: John H, Overton, commissioner;
John R. Conway, surveyor; John J./I., Clendennen, clerk. The Texas
appointees weres Branch T. Archer, commissioner; C. R. Johns, surveyorj;
Hamilton Bee, clerk. On October 12th Gen., Memucan HUNT was named com-
missioner, but the project still had not started in February 1840,

On 7 June 1839, LaBranche wrote to John Forsyth, U.S. Secretary of
State, that James Webb had been appointed Attorney General of Texas and
David G. Burnet, Vice-President, was acting Secretary of State,

Alcde LaBranche to John Forsyth, Secretary of State, Washington,

Legation of the United States
Houston 25th Oct 1839

"In the present condition of Austin, which is 175 miles from
Houston, on the Colorado River, it will be impossible for me to reside
there permanently, as there are no convenient accommodations,; a few log
houses only having been built for the officers of the government and
the members of Congress, Besides I do not consider it safe at all, at
present, to transport the books and records of the Legation, the
Indians being always hostile in the vicinity of Austin. The removal of
the seat of government so far in the interior, in the wilderness and in
the very midst of savage enemies is a very unvise measure, and it is
supposed by many that Congress may by famine be compelled to adjourn to
another place," '

The Hon. Alcée LaBranche on 16 Jan 1840 wrote a letter of resig-
nation (effective June 1st) rather than move to Austin. Subsequent
letters to Secretary of State Forsyth reveal that he remained in Hous-
ton until he was relieved by George H. Flood, according to John Henry
Brown in the second volume of his History of Texas (p 209).

No positive identification of Mr. KEEL or KEER has been found,

.On page 57 of Gifford White’'s book (8) James Kerr‘’s name is spelled

Keer, but the man referred to here was probably not a Texas. In Mary
ustin MHolleys The Texas Diary, 1835-1838, edited by J.P. Bryan
Austin: University of Texas Press, 1965) on page 36 we find a "Mr,

Kerr - secretary of Legation" who accompanied "Mr. Labranche American

Minister" when he made a call at the home of Augustus C, Allen in

Houston at Christmas, 1837, Mrs., Holley had been a tutor in the home

of the charg€ d’affaires®’ cousin, Hermogene LaBranche (ibid., p 95).
cs0oA possible identification is Hugh KERR who published A Poetical

Description of Texas in New York in 1838 (facsimiles: Anson Jones

Press, 1936). ....From The National Cyclopedia (V:536) and Biograph-

ical Directory of the American Congress 1774-1961, we glean the fol-

lowing significant detailss John Bozman KERR, diplomat, b, Easton

MD 5 Mch 1809, grandson of David & Rachel Leeds (Bozman) Kerr, John

B, Kerr was elected to represent Talbot Co 1847-49 in the General

Assembly of Maryland (or State House of Delegates), and in 1848 was

elected RepresentaE}ve to the 31st Congress of the U.,S. Tvo years

later he was Charge d‘'Affaires to Nicaragua. He died 27 Jan 1878,
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/Since he later became a chazge’ d’affaires himself, young Kerr may '
have served as secretary to one before he started running for elec-
tive office,/

Memucan HUNT, born 1807 in Morth Carolina, volunteered his ser-
vices to Texas and was appointed brigadier general by President David
G. Burnet in Aug 1836. Under President Mirabeau B, Lamar, Hunt was
Secretary of the Texas Navy Dec 1838 - May 1839, 1In Nov 1839 he rep-
resented Texas on the U.S. = Texas Boundary Commission., He died in
1856 in Tennessees Hunt Co, Texas was named for him, (1) ....In 1840
the Brazoria Co Tax Roll shows an M. Hunt who had 20 acres with com-
pleted title, 160 under survey., R.,M, Forbes as agent for M. Hunt
rendered 1 poll, 1,000 acres clear, and 8 slaves., At the same time,

Robertson Co shows an M. Hunt with no poll, 13,284 acres under sur-
vey, (8) ....George W, Bonnell also mentioned that Memucan Hunt was

a commissioner to run the boundary lines in 1840 (Texas, p 122),
oo0oln 1853-54, Memucan Hunt represented District 35 in .the lower.
House of the Texas Legislature, listing Galveston as his residence,
(9 p 19) ....In 1858 the heirs of Memucan Hunt patented his Bounty
Warrant lands (1,280 acres) granted for his service 10 June = 25 Dec -
1836, (13«) '

Comments on the Bullock Hotel are on page 83 abowe,

frXeXeXagegagel
Gen, Hamilton arrived at Galveston Island, on the ‘
23rd inst., in the Neptune, He is expected in this

city in the course of the present wveek.

James HAMILTON was born 8 May 1786 at Charleston SC. In 1813
he married Elizabeth Hayward, and in 1830 he was governor of South
Carolina, He was fmtensely interested in the struggles of Texas and
rendered extensive financial aid to its army, later serving as a
diplomatic agent from the Republic to the Netherlands, England,
France, Belgium, and Mexico., Appointed by President Lamar to nego-
tiate a "Five Million Dollar Loan” (sale of bonds to European gov-
ernments), Hamilton had almost succeeded when Houston became pres-
ident again in 1841 and repudiated his efforts, Texas owed him
$210,000 in gold when he died 15 Nov 1857 in a shipwreck in the Gulf
of Mexico. Characteristically, Hamilton gave his life preserver to
a woman and child, (1) '

000 "General®” seems to have been a courtesy title, for Hamilton
had declined when Houston offered him command of the Texas army in
1837, “Governor” or “Judge” would have been more appropriate, for
James Hamilton was educated as a lawyer in New England and became
Governor ot his native state. He had also been president and direc-
tor of the Bank of South Carolina., Prior to this triumphal arri-
val in Austin, Hamilton had exchanged $400,000 in Texas bonds for
bank notes through the co-operation of his friend, Nicholas Biddle,
a prominent banker of Philadelphia. He also had concluded the
Treaty of Amity, Navigation and Commerce Between France and Texas,
thus making France the first European nation to recognize the Re- ’
public of Texas and send a minister. That official, the self-
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