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VASQUEZ CAMPAIGN

Muster Roll of James H. Gillespie's Co. of Volunteers

The above title heads a 51ngle sheet found by Mrs. J. B.

Golden in the Texas State Archives. The paper contains three columns
of names, all written by the same hand. Before seven of the 85 names
are checkmarks, and the notation "vaw" follows 20. What may be "J&v"
was written after Jonathan Burleson, and the note after James Barber .
is partially marked through. . An explanation will be attempted later
on. _

Piecing together bits from several sources (see bibliography),

I reached the conclusion that this incident would be more aptly called
the Vasquez Alarm than Campaign or Expedition.

Early in 1842, having assumed power in Mexico, Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna ordered a Centralist general, Rafael Vésquez, to conduct a
"guerrilla-like raid" into Texas. With a force of 500-1400 men (spies'
estimates varied), Vadsquez marched across the Rio Grande toward San
Antonio, sending detachments to raise the Mexican flag over Goliad and
Victoria. At the approach of the overwhelming force, Texans in San
Antonio decided (in a close vote) to withdraw, destroying such materiél
as they could.

Vdsquez occupied San Antonio on the 5th of March and withdrew on
the 7th, a gesture to indicate that Mexico intended to renew her claim
to Texas which the inhabitants thought they had extinguished on 21
April 1836 with the defeat of Santa Anna. Thus, six years later, he
broke his promise to recognize the Republic of Texas.

This insult and threat naturally aroused the Texans, especially
the war hawks, who demanded an invasion of Mexico to teach Santa Anna
a lesson he would not forget. Volunteer companies sprang up 1ln various
parts of the new nation, men rallying to whatever leader they had con-
fidence in, usually a neighbor.

Such a man was James H, Gillespie, probably the James Gillespie
who in 1838 had received a Bounty Warrant from the Secretary of War
for service in the Texas Army from 28 Feb to 29 May 1836 (Miller's
Bounty and Donation Land Grants). He was County Clerk of Bastrop
1840-50, and served in the Civil War either as a captain of cavalry
or as a private in Co. D, 3rd Battalion of mounted reserves, C.S.A.
(judging from Moore's History of Bastrop pp. 78 and 85; the latter
J. H. could be his son). A picture of an 1895 reunion of Civil War
veterans includes a "Judge Gillespie," which could be an honorary
title for a long-time county clerk.

As soon as he heard of the incursion by Vasquez, Vice~-President
Edward Burleson, without seeking approval from anyone, led three com-
panies from Austin to San Antonio. (Since General Burleson had been
one of the leading citizens of the Bastrop area for ten years, Gilles-
pie's may well have been one of the companies,) President Sam Houston
reacted by ordering Gen. Alexander Somervell to assume command of any
troops that reached Bexar Co, and to take charge of any military
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reprisal on the retreating Mexican forces that might be deemed necessary. ‘

The volunteers clung to their time-honored prerogative of
electing their own commander, and some threatened not to follow anyone
but Burleson (a doughty Indian fighter, experienced militia-man from
Tennessee, and a leader in the Texas Revolution). He and Houston had
clashed over military policy before, but he decided against an open
break with the commander-in-chief on this matter. After two weeks of
uncertainty about whether the men would accept Somervell as their com-
mander, during which time the volunteer camp was "shrinking daily,”
Burleson returned to the capitol in Austin., As the excitable Tom Green
put it, he "retired," leaving the command to Somervell, and "most of the
citizen soldiers also retired ... to go home and prepare themselves for
a campaign the follow1ng June." Actually, it was October, after San
Antonio had again been invaded by Mexico and prisoners had been carried
off by Gen., Adrian Woll (see AGS Quarterly, XV, 105-07) before the
Somervell Expedition was even organized to attempt a punltlve rald into
Mexico.

John Henry Brown (Vol. II, pp. 214-16) describes some of the acti-
vities of volunteer groups formed in response to the Vasquez threat,
and the flight of the families similar to the Runaway Scrape. The
troops under Burleson apparently never went far from San Antonio; others
camped on the Colorado River.

Of course, there was no money in the Texas treasury to equip troops
to invade Mexico at that time, which must have become apparent to even
the hottest-headed of the citizen-soldiers. So, satisfied that "the
enemy had fled before them" across the Rio Grande, Burleson "disbanded
the volunteers on the second of April," according to Brown, , ‘

Now back to the mysterious marks on this list of the volunteers in
the company of James H. Gillespie: all those with checkmarks were citi-
zens of Bastrop Co except Isaac Allen (probably from nearby Guadalupe
Co) ; however, the majority lived in Bastrop County at some time (Travis,
Fayette & Lee were taken from it).

But even the experts at Texas State Archives could not decide what
"v & w" might mean. Some of the possibilities that occurred to us:

Volunteered & Went ..... Volunteered & Waited ..... Volunteered &
Wounded (but this company did not meet the enemy) ..... Volunteered &
Withdrew (left before being discharged) ..... Voted & Withdrew .....
Voucher & Warrant [issued] (but none known of) ..... Verified & Witnessed
60000 Vasquez & Woll (i.e., also later pursued Woll as a member of the
Somervell Expedition) .....

I am not satisfied with any of these possible interpretations, and
would welcome enlightenment.

The names on this list were searched for in several books, such as
the recently reprinted history of Bastrop County (page numbers preceded
by Moore); the second volume of J. H. Brown's history of Texas (pages
denoted "Brown"); Sowell's Indian Fighters ("Sowell"; too many references
to Edward Burleson to list); and The Handbook of Texas. A thoughtful
gift from AGS member Jean Halden Walker proved extremely helpful: the
index that she and her family made for Lewis Publishing Company's history
of the counties around Bastrop.

Since these citizen soldiers were so quick to volunteer, it may bhe
assumed that they had some military experience. For instance, many of .
the names on this list may be found in Miller's compilation of bounty
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warrants and donation certificates awarded for service in the Texas
Revolution. HOWEVER, it is seldom possible to be certain that the
same "George Allen," for example, is referred to in both cases, so
citations to Miller should not be taken as proven but as clues to
follow up.

" Finally, if I could find an entry in the 1850 census of Texas
‘that seemed to be one of James H. Gillespie's volunteers or their
families, I have abstracted the data. For the reader's convenience,
the names were re-arranged in alphabetical order, but the original
sequence 'is indicated by the preceding numbers.

~-Helen H. Rugeley
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Muster Roll of James H,vGillespie's Co of Volunteers

83. ALLEN, George v&w -- Miller: a George Allen received -
a bounty warrant and a donation certificate (took part in Siege of
Bexar). -- Moore (pp. 56-59, 83): Tax Assessor and Collector 1853,
1862-67; County Judge 1866; District Clerk 1876-78; Chief Justice 1866 -

[Some are George R. Allen, perhaps different man; certainly the fol-
lowing is.]) Bastrop Co men in Terry's Texas Rangers: Allen, Geo. R.
age 20, b. TX, enlisted Sep 1861 as private., -- 1850 census of Bastrop
(p. 148 #23): George Allen 33 Tailor $2,000 NY; M, 24f MO; Benjamin
2 TX; Sally JONES 15 MO.

3.¥/ALLEN, Isaac -- Miller:; 3 bounty warrants for service
in Texas Army issued to Isaac Allen[s?] -- Green: many references, but
unindexed; pp. 447-48: He was captured at San Antonjio 11 Sep 1842 by
Gen. Adrian Woll and Mexican troops; was marched to Mexico; escaped
from prison (Castle Perote) 2 Jly 1843 but recaptured; released by
efforts of Gen. Waddy Thompson in 1844, -- Note on list of Bexar pri-
soners (see AGS Quarterly, XV: 106- 07) reads-"Dled in Galveston imme-
diately after return to Texas, in '44,

36. ALLEY, George ~- Lewis Index shows G.L., on 590, G.W.
on 589-90. -- Brown (251), who corrects and amplifies some of Green's
names, shows a George W. Alley of Capt. Wm. M. Eastland's company of ‘
Fayette Co. -- Green (114, 446) says he was one of the men detailed as

Camp Guard on east side of'Rio Grande 25 Dec 1842, Next day, warned
by their surrendered fellow soldiers after the Battle of Mier, the
42-man guard "retreated into Texas" on the best horses and thus escaped

capture. -- Not found on 1850 census index.
81. ANDERSON, Franklin. No data found.
51. ANDERSON, Richard v&w-- Lewis Index 471, -- No Rich-

ard on 1850 census index. R.G. on p. 58 #65 of Nacogdoches was 39, a
Farmer born TN.

20, AVANT, John -- No certain data found. .Sowell (188-
194) tells of a John Avant who rescued a girl from Indians in 1876.

1l6. BARBER, James v&w- [ sic - Green (437) says he was a
resident of Bastrop, native of MA, who fought in Battle of. Mier 25-26
Dec 1842, but does not mention his fate. -~ 1850 census of Gonzales
Co (325 Peach Creek #4) shows J. A. Barber 32 $300 LA; Elizabeth 18
LA; Amasa 2 TX; Adiram 1lm TX.

13, BARTLETT, Marshall -- 1850 census Denton Co. (113
#106 under Thomas A. West) shows M. Bartlett 20 Farmer OH.

52, BLAKEY, Everett -- Lewis Index shows Everett C. on pp.
653, 655. -- Moore shows 5 Blakeys in index, -including Nancy, mother-

in-law of Noah Smithwick, who recorded (Evolution of a State, 266-67)
that in the 1840s she already "had given two sons to die in the defense
of the country" [Lemuel at San Jacinto and Edward in the battle with the

Indians at Brushy Creek]. -- On 1850 census of Bastrop Co- (179 #269)
Nancy was 68, had property valued at $12,376, born VA; John 30 Farm hand .

$1600 KY. -- Lewis stated that Everett C was related to Burlesons and
was "dead by 1893." : S
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84. BOYCE, J. W. -- Lewis Index p. 419 -- Moore (255) shows
a Jeptha Boyce got a land certificate from Bastrop Board of Land
Commissioners by virtue of having been in Texas in 1833; in 1839
(pp. 270-71) he was a juror in an important proceeding. In 1850
there was a James Boyce in Trav1s Co (census p. 143 #147) age 50,
Farmer from Tennessee.

49. BRITE, John -- Miller shows a John’ Bright who received
a bounty warrant for service and a donation certificate for partici-
.pation 'in the Siege of Bexar. —-- Nothing else found for this man
by Brite or Bright. -- Index to 1850 census shows a John Briton on
page 396 of Medina Co. ] .

12. BRITE, Thos. v&w —-- 1850 census of. Caldwell Co (477
#173) shows Thomas Brite 25 Farmer, born Missouri.

" 11. BURKE, Nicholas -- Mo N. Burk, Burke or Burks found.
See David N. 'Burke in Handbook. A bare possibility is on p. 401 of
1850 census of Medina Co: Nicholas Burkeley 24 - 3rd Sgt - born .
England; listed under Capt Jerome B. McCowen, captain of a ranging
company. - Note in margin: "Texas Volunteer Ranging Company Sta-
tioned on the Medlna Rlver lO miles - - - Castroville near the Water
tank {?].
' 34, ° BURLESON, John == Miller shows he received a bounty war-
rant for 320 acres for service in Texas Army. —-- Lewis Index (pp.
298, 321, 653-56, 661 [several Johns]). Page 321 reveals that he
came to Bastrop7in 1830; m. Rebecca Bell in TN; fought "in Indian
and Mexican wars" with his brother Edward; farmed near Bastrop; died
in 1884 ae. 73; wife died 1849, Children: Bell, Elizabeth, Martha
(b. 1835), Edward, Mary and John. -- Moore's Bastrop p. 29 shows . _
title to his Little Colony league issued in 1832, Primitive Baptist
Church met in his home in 1834 (103n). In 1836 he got a second class
certificate for 1280 acres (p. 262).

18. BURLESON, Jonathan J&v [?] -- Miller shows that he re-
ceived a bounty warrant for 320 acres for serving in the Texas Army
July to October 1836. -- There is a short biography in Lewis pp. 653~
655. -- Moore- (31, 38, 201, 256-57) says he was a brother of Gen.
Edward Burleson; born TN -in 1808; to Texas 1832; in Siege of Bexar
[but Miller did not find a donation certificate for him corroborating
that]; was a baggage guard at San Jacinto [ditto]:; married Nancy B.
Blakey (not the widow) in 1833; in several Indian fights; died 1879
near Bastrop. -- 1850 census of Bastrop (172 #217): Jonathan Burlesson
33 Farmer $3025 TN; Nancy 33 KY; Edward 11 TX; John 9 TX; Aaron 2 TX;
Eliza A. DOVER 17 AL; Jacob BURLESON 11 TX [nephew?].

17. BURNETT, D. D. -=- On 1850 census, Bastrop Co (180 #274)
1s a David Burnet 36 Farmer $1960 KY; Rebecca 37 SC; Minerva J. 3 TX;
Sarah E. 8/12 TX.

30. CANNON, Wm. R. v&w -- Millér shows a William and a Wil-
liam J. Cannon, the latter having been at San Jacinto. -- Moore (p.
254) shows that the Land Commissioners of Bastrop issued a certifi-
cate for one labor to William Cannon by virtue of his immigration to
Texas in 1835, and (260) he was administrator of Chas. M. Cannon's
1/3 league in 1836 (?). -- The Handbook states that Cannonville in
west central Hays Co was named for Wm. R. Cannon who had owned the
land prior to 1859. -- This 1850 census listing seems too young to
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be ‘the veteran: Hays Co (118 #10)-- Wm. Cannon 25 Farmer $2,000 TN;
Susan 22 TN; Robert 4 and Jane 2 TX. 1850 Bastrop census (154 #179)
shows a Wm. 55 No occupation $25 000 Ireland.

56. CLEMENTS, Nathan -- Could not find anythlnq near this name
on 1850 census or my source books. The Handbook has a Lewis Chapman
Clemons/Clements who joined the 1842 Somervell Expedition [must have
turned back with him, as not in list of participants in the Battle of
Mier], and that he farmed near Brenham [Washington Co] until his death
in 1892. He may have been in his father's household on the 1850 census
of Washington Co (299 #221): James Clemmons 58 Farmer .$1,000 MD; Nancy
47 VA; Lewis 30 KY; Jane 20 KY; Frances 19 KY; J. G. 14m KY; Jane 12 KY;
Charles 18 TN. -- Miller shows that a Lewis C. Clements received a bounty
warrant for 320 acres for military service March to May 1836,

53. CLIFTON, Josiah -- 1850 Williamson Co census (344 #217) has
Josiah Clifton 25 Carpenter $400 KY under Mathias WILBARGER 42 Surveyor
$5,400 KY; Sarah M. 32 VA, and children, the first born in Texas being
10 years old.

50. COFFMAN, E. G, v&w -- Miller shows Elkins G. Coffman got a
donation certificate for being in the Battle of San Jacinto. -- Brown
(250) says "E. G. KAUGHMAN" died while in the Mexican prison with the
others captured by General Woll., -- Green (440, 445) shows E. G. Kaugh-

man (resident of Bastrop Co, native of TN) fought in the Battle of Mier
25-26 Dec 1842, and "died from Suffering and Starvation in Mexico."

55. CONLEE, Preston v&w -- Miller shows that Preston Conley re-
ceived a bounty warrant (320 acres) for service 28 Feb to 1 June 1836,
and Preston Conlee was awarded 640 acres for being in Battle of San
Jacinto. -- Moore (pp. 42, 56, 255, 271) lists Preston Conley as a pri-
vate in Co. C under Col. Edward Burleson in lst Regiment of Texan Volun-
teers at San Jacinto. Preston Conlie was sheriff of Bastrop Co 1839-
1848, 1856-1858. His certificate for 1/3 league issued by Bastrop Land
Commissioners cites his presence in Texas in 1835. -~ The 1850 census
of that county (152 #59) shows Preston Conley 45 Deputy Sheriff $3,000
TN, apparently a lodger in a rooming house.

58. CONLEE, S. B. =-- Moore's Bastrop (p. 262) shows #40 Solomon
B. Conley received a second class land certificate (640 acres) for being
in Texas in 1836; (260) was assignee of Francis R. Whitney in 1836--1/3

league. -- In 1850 census index, nearest found was in DeWitt Co (121
#98) : CONOLLY, S. B. 38 Farmer $6,000 MS; Mariah C. 19 TX; Thomas 1 TX.
54. COULTER, M. W. -- Only Coulter/Colter entries found in index

to 1850 census were Henson and Sampson (San Augustine Co, pp. 337 and 336,
respectively). No other data.

43. DALRYMPLE, W. C, -- Miller shows a bounty warrant (640 acres)
for William C. =-- service Apr to Oct 1836. -- Handbook states that Wil-
liam Cornelius Dalrymple was born 1814 in NC; In 1839 was a guard for
the builders of government cabins at Austin; in 1840 married Elizabeth

Wllbarger° "In 1842 served under Gen. Edward Burleson in repelling the
Rafael Vdsquez invasion." Dalrymple died 1898 in Williamson Co TX.
~- Lewis Index (698-99, 813). ~- Brown (253) says John Dalrymple was one

of the "San Antonio Court Prisoners" (i.e., men who were in San Antonio
to attend a session of district court and were captured by General Woll
who seized the town at daybreak Sunday 11 Sep 1842). Brown shows that

he escaped from the Perote fortress in Vera Cruz on 22 Jly 1843, -- Green
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(447) says John Dalrymple was one of five who escaped "from the Castle
of Perote, July 2d, 1842" and "succeeded in reaching Texas." [Year is
obviously wrong, as they were captured in September 1842. Whether 2
or 22 needs research. John may be error for William, or different man.]
-- Moore (58) records that W. C. Dalrymple was a justice of the peace
in Bastrop 27 Feb 1845. -- Handbook says he moved to Williamson Co in
1848. -- 1850 census of latter county lists him as 35 Farmer $3,000

NC; Elisabeth 39 KY; Genetta 8f TX, Sally 7  TX, James 5 TX, William

3 TX; Sally WILBARGER 44 KY; William CLIFTON 18 Labourer MO; Andrew

J. McKAY 22 Trader NY. Ericson's Judges of the Republic of Texas, 82,

47. DAVIS, Jonathan -- Lewis Index (685): widow was Mary
Eagleston. -- 1850 census of Bastrop Co (166 #168) shows Jonathan
Davis 32 Farmer $500 TN; Mary A. 23 NC; Martin V. 5, Parmelia 3 &
James B. 1, all TX; Freeman BAYSMORE 28 Day Labourer NC; Squire
JACKSON 30 TN. : : , '

48. DUNBAR, Wm. -- Miller shows that he received a bounty
warrant and a donation certificate (San Jacinto). —- Brown (252) in-
cludes him in "List of Other Prisoners" --presumably did not know
his fate. —--- Green (438) shows he was "of Bastrop, from Tennessee"
and fought in the Battle of Mier 25-26 Dec 1842; (476) was released
16 Sep 1844 and sailed to New Orleans on the Creole. -- Moore (56)
shows Wm. Dunbar was county clerk of Bastrop 1850-56, succeeding James
H. Gillespie. -- 1850 census of Bastrop (151 #49) lists him as 31
Clerk of County Court $2,000 TN; A. 20f KY; John S. 1 TX.

46. FENTRESS, Lemuel -- On 1850 census of Caldwell Co (453
#11) he was 31 Carpenter VA, under Wm, Hardiman of TN.

45. FORT, W. D. -- Moore (56) shows an A. W. Fort as the
sheriff of Bastrop Co in 1868. -- A Wiley D. Fort may be found on
1850 census of Travis Co (138 #74) under CRAFT.

38, GAGE, Shirley -- Moore's index shows seven Gages bhut no
Shirley. One is Burleson Gage, probably son of Abigail Burleson who
migrated to TX from NC. -- 1850 census of Bastrop Co (163 #144) shows
Shirley Gage 27m Farmer $1,000 TN; Martha 15 AL; George W. 6/12 TX.

61. GAMBLE, George A, v&w -- He was a first lieutenant under
Capt. Samuel Highsmith in the Mexican War (Barton, p. 101). -- Lewis
Index has a reference on p. 285. ~- Moore (206) says he was killed
9 Jly 1856 in a gunfight at Bastrop by Goodlow Miller and Cornelius
Hemphill. -- 1850 census of Travis Co (160 #422) shows he then was
26 Merchant AL; sharing his dwelling was Augus Clinglehafer 18
Labourer from Germany. :

42, GAMMELL, Wm., -— Miller shows a William Gammel who was in
Battle of San Jacinto. -- A W. T. GAMBLE was treasurer of Bastrop
Co in 1846 (Moore, p. 57). —-- [The b was sometimes silent, like the
p in Campbell.] -- 1850 census of Bastrop. shows (166 #165) Wm. T.
Gamble 48 Merchant TN; George 25 Clerk AL; Maria 20 AL (in household
of Jacob C. HIGGINS, Farmer).

59.VfGARRETT, W. H. -- Lewis .Index cites a Wm., H. on 655. --
Moore (58, 59, 85) records William Garrett was a Bastrop Co justice
of the peace in 1845, William H. same in 1850. W. H. Garrett was #22
on the Muster Roll of Co. D of. 3rd Battalion of Mounted Reserves,
C.S.A., in 1865. -~ On 1850 census, Bastrop Co (181 #287) are Wm. H.
Garrett 35 Wagon maker VA; Evelena 22 KY; Ann E. 5, Spilsberry 3 and

Robert 1, all KY. - - Ericson's Judges of the Republic, p. 113.
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