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GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH OUR ANCESTORS 
By C .  F .  Niebuhr . T a l k  g iven  be fo re  

Aus t in  Genealogica l  S o c i e t y ,  J u l y  2 7 ,  1983 

When Mrs. Niebuhr and I s t a r t e d  o u r  work i n  genealogy our p l ans  
were t o  p repa re  a ped ig ree  c h a r t  f o r  o u r  g randch i ld ren  and t r a c e  t h e i r  
a n c e s t o r s  t o  t h e  time t h e y  came t o  America. My fami ly  w a s  r a t h e r  
easy  t o  t r a c e  as a l l  of my grandparents  were born i n  Europe and t h r e e  
o f  them came t o  Texas as small c h i l d r e n .  One grandmother w a s  only 
s i x  months of age when she  landed wi th  her  fami ly  i n  Galveston on 
January  1, 1847. Her husband-to-be w a s  on t h e  same s h i p  and w a s  two 
y e a r s  o l d .  

ano the r  t h i n g .  H e r  a n c e s t o r s  s t a r t e d  arr iving i n  America i n  1607 a t  
Jamestown, many of them coming t o  e a r l y  V i r g i n i a  and almost  a l l  of 
them b e f o r e  t h e  American Revolu t ion .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  m o s t  of o u r  work 
has  been i n  Co lon ia l  V i r g i n i a ,  w i th  some i n  t h e  C a r o l i n a s ,  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania ,  and t h e n  on t o  Tennessee,  Kentucky and M i s s i s s i p p i .  

G e t t i n g  acqua in ted  w i t h  o u r  a n c e s t o r s  t a k e s  a l o t  of looking  
and it becomes necessa ry  f o r  us t o  l e a r n  more about  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  eco- 
nomics, and s o c i a l  customs of t h e  t imes  i n  which we a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  
We can do t h i s  by r e a d i n g  w i l l s ,  deeds ,  c o u r t  o r d e r s ,  pens ion  a p p l i -  
c a t i o n s ,  fami ly  genea log ie s ,  and d i a r i e s ,  as w e l l  as g e n e r a l  h i s -  
t o r y .  
V i r g i n i a  r e c o r d s ,  t h e  items I w i l l  d i s c u s s  t o n i g h t  w i l l  be  f r o m  
t h a t  a r e a  and t ime p e r i o d .  

However, t h e  t r a c i n g  of t h e  a n c e s t r y  o f  my c h i l d r e n ' s  mother w a s  

S ince  m o s t  of my g e n e a l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  has been i n  Co lon ia l  0 
F i r s t ,  I want t o  r e a d  you an amusing exce rp t  f rom a C o u r t  Order: 
The King v s  John Enock and Corne l ius  Anderson, Ind ic tment  
Evidences [witnesses] :  John South ,  Benjamin Drake, Geo. Smith Esq,  

Charge: G u i l t y  of K i l l i n g  t h e  Hogg 
From t h e  above, I j u s t  d o n ' t  know what it w a s  abou t .  Was i t  

someone's hog o r  were t h e  l a w s  made t o  p reven t  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  any 
l i v e s t o c k  t h a t  could  reproduce? I do know t h a t  it w a s  sometimes a 
v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  l a w  t o  k i l l  any animal  t h a t  could have o f f s p r i n g s .  
I t  w a s  t h e  du ty  of a l l  t o  reproduce .  [Ed. no te :  How d i d  V i r g i n i a  
g e t  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  d e l i c i o u s  ham if they  could n o t  k i l l  hogs?] 

O u r  a n c e s t o r s  were humans j u s t  as we a r e .  They were a l l  d i f -  
f e r e n t  and had many of t h e  same f a u l t s  as w e l l  as v i r t u e s  t h a t  w e  
have. It  is  f u n  t o  l e a r n  about  them, how they  l i v e d ,  how they  g o t  
a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  and sometimes even t o  f i n d  o u t  what  t h e y  looked 
l i k e .  What were t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between men and women and what r i g h t s  
d i d  each have? One of t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t s  of e a r l y  co lo-  
n i a l  t imes  were t h e  r i g h t s ,  o r  r a t h e r  t h e  l a c k  o f  r i g h t s ,  of  t h e  
women. 

and t o  produce c h i l d r e n .  They took t h e  b i b l i c a l  mandate t o  "Be 

Jacob Randa l l ,  Rebecca Enock and W i l l i a m  Anderson 

I n  c o l o n i a l  days it w a s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  du ty  o f  a woman t o  marry 

0 f r u i t f u l  and m u l t i p l y "  s e r i o u s l y .  E a r l y  marr iages  of women were 

8 9  
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u s u a l .  Marr iages  a t  t h e  age of 15 were common. A s p i n s t e r  (any un- 
mar r i ed  woman over t h e  age  of 20 w a s  cons ide red  a s p i n s t e r )  was looked 
upon w i t h  d i s r e s p e c t  and s u s p i c i o n .  
thought  t o  be  unnecessary--most could  n o t  even sign t h e i r  names. How- 
e v e r ,  t h i s  w a s  t r u e  of many men. Most instruments, such as w i l l s  and 
deeds ,  were d i c t a t e d  t o  and w r i t t e n  by c l e r k s  who s p e l l e d  t h e  names 
p h o n e t i c a l l y  and as a r e s u l t  spel l ings of names f r e q u e n t l y  d i f f e r e d .  
In  f a c t ,  I found one o ld  instrument where t h e  same name was s p e l l e d  
t h r e e  d i f f e ren t  ways i n  t h a t  same ins t rumen t .  Also,  t h e  handwri t ing  
was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  read and mis t akes  were made i n  copying names. 
L e t  us  n o t  get  confused and t h i n k  t h a t  our a n c e s t o r s  i n  any f a m i l y  
a l l  s p e l l e d  t h e i r  names t h e  same way. I know of an i n s t a n c e  i n  a 
D e W i t t  County, Texas cemetery where b r o t h e r s  are b u r i e d  i n  a d j o i n i n g  
p l o t s  w i t h  t h e  name on one g raves tone  s p e l l e d  STEVENS and on t h e  o t h e r  
STEPHENS. [This  could be a s t o n e c u t t e r ' s  e r r o r ,  of cour se . ]  

Marriages were an economic n e c e s s i t y  as w e l l  as a d u t y .  No man 
w i t h  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  could  e x i s t  w i thou t  a w i f e ,  and a woman w i t h  c h i l -  
d ren  b u t  w i thou t  a husband w a s  i n  a r e a l l y  bad s i t u a t i o n .  T h i s  r e -  
s u l t e d  i n  what today would seem l i k e  r a t h e r  q u i c k  mar r i ages  a f t e r  
t h e  death of a spouse.  Sometimes t h e  mourning p e r i o d  would be  only  
a week o r  two. T h i s  w a s  n o t  because of d i s r e s p e c t  o r  l a c k  o f  love 
f o r  t h e  deceased ,  b u t  an economic p e c e s s i t y .  I t  w a s  no t  unusual  f o r  
t h e  c h i l d  of a woman's second marriage t o  be g iven  as a first name 
t h e  surname of her  first husband. If a man d i e d  and h i s  w i fe  re -  
mar r i ed  (which w a s  u s u a l ) ,  more o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  when s h e  d i e d  she  
would be b u r i e d  b e s i d e  h e r  first husband. I r e c e n t l y  read a w i l l  i n  
which a mar r i ed  woman s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  she was t o  be  bur ied  b e s i d e  he r  
f i rs t  husband. Now a w i l l  made by  a mar r i ed  woman w a s  most unusual  
b u t  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  be fo re  h e r  second mar r i age ,  he r  husband-to-be 
executed an agreement t h a t  he would n o t  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  of o r  i n t e r -  
f e r e  w i t h  t h e  management of h e r  p r o p e r t y .  

The m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  among t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  from disease,  starva- 
t i o n  and Indians a t t a c k s  w a s  85%. T h a t  i s  seven  o u t  of e igh t .  On 
March 22 ,  1622,  about  30% of t h e  s e t t l e r s  i n  Virginia w a s  k i l l e d  by 
t h e  Indians. The t o l l  would have been even h ighe r  and probably  would 
have s topped t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of Virginia f o r  a t ime had n o t  one In- 
dian youth who l i ved  w i t h  Richard Pace warned h i s  master and benefac- 
t o r  t h e  evening be fo re  t h e  planned u p r i s i n g .  With t h i s  warning, 
Richard  Pace was able  t o  save h i s  own f ami ly  and t o  row a c r o s s  t h e  
James River  t o  Jamestown and warn t h e  governor .  T h i s  s t o r y  i s  s t i l l  
inc luded  i n  t h e  Virginia  h i s t o r y  books used i n  elementary s c h o o l s .  

T i t l e s  of men and women were i n t e r e s t i n g .  P l a i n  John Doe w a s  
j u s t  an o r d i n a r y  person;  M r .  John Doe was a man of some importance; 
John Doe, Esqu i r e  w a s  a man of some p o s i t i o n  o r  p r o f e s s i o n ;  and John 
Doe, Gentleman, w a s  more prominent and u s u a l l y  a l a r g e  landowner. 
Sir John Doe w a s  a man who had been knighted  by t h e  king o r  i n h e r i t -  
ed t h e  t i t l e .  When a widow of John Doe, Gentleman, l a t e r  m a r r i e d  
Richard  Roe who had only  t h e  t i t l e  of MraP she  could and f r e q u e n t l y  
d i d  r e t a i n  t h e  name of h e r  f i rs t  husband. She would b e  Mrs. John 
Doe, wife  of Richard Roe. The t i t l e  of Miss was n o t  used and t h e  ti- 
t l e  M s .  w a s  n o t  even dreamed o f .  The d e s i g n a t i o n  Mrs.# an abbrev ia -  
t i o n  of Mistress, w a s  used f o r  any woman o r  g i r l  who was t h e  w i f e  o r  

Also,  educa t ion  of a woman w a s  

99 . .  
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daughter  of a man e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  a p p e l l a t i o n  of Mr. o r  h i g h e r .  I 
have s e e n  an e p i t a p h  from a g raves tone  where t h e  t i t l e  Mrs. w a s  ap- 
p l i e d  t o  a g i r l  who d i e d  a t  t h e  age o f  one y e a r .  J u s t  because you 
f ind a woman w i t h  t h e  t i t l e  of Mrs., it does n o t  mean t h a t  s h e  w a s  
o r  had been mar r i ed .  

Divorce w a s  a lmost  un th inkab le ,  b u t  i t  d i d  occur .  Sometimes a 
man would r u n  off w i t h  ano the r  man's w i f e  and l e a v e  t h e  Colony. The 
c o u r t s ,  which were u s u a l l y  a p a r t  o f  t h e  Church i n  m o r a l i t y  c a s e s ,  
took a v e r y  d i m  view of a d u l t e r y .  If a woman gave b i r t h  t o  a c h i l d  
o u t  of wedlock she w a s  u s u a l l y  punished and t h e  c h i l d  a p p r e n t i c e d  
o u t  u n t i l  he o r  she became an a d u l t .  However, t h e r e  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  
no stigma a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  c h i l d .  I n  some c a s e s  t h e  f a t h e r  would 
acknowledge h i s  c h i l d  and s e e  t h a t  he  o r  she  w a s  p r o p e r l y  r e a r e d .  

Benjamin F r a n k l i n  had an i l l e g i t i m a t e  s o n  who w a s  r e a r e d  i n  
t h e i r  home by  F r a n k l i n  and h i s  w i f e .  He w a s  s e n t  t o  England f o r  
h i s  educa t ion  and became such  a l o y a l  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  King t h a t  
d u r i n g  t h e  American Revolu t ion  he w a s  t h e  Royal Governor of New 
J e r s e y .  H i s  s.on, F r a n k l i n ' s  grandson,  a l s o  r e a r e d  i n  F r a n k l i n ' s  
home, became an American P a t r i o t  as w a s  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r .  Alexander 
Hamilton, one of o u r  t r u e  p a t r i o t s  and a c o l o n e l  on t h e  staff of 
General  George Washington, t h e  H a m i l t o n  who l e d  t h e  a s s a u l t  on 
one of t h e  r edoub t s  a t  Yorktown and l a t e r  became o u r  f i r s t  Secre-  
t a r y  of t h e  Treasu ry ,  whose p i c t u r e  appeza-s -dn'-oouP.-;ten~=-eeXLT~-'-.' 
b i l l - -was  t h e  c h i l d  of unmarried p a r e n t s .  

I n  l e a r n i n g  about  our  e a r l y  a n c e s t o r s  as we r e a d  t h e  w i l l s  
and deeds t h a t  t h e y  executed and e x c e r p t s  from t h e  c o u r t  proceed-  
i n g s ,  we f i n d  many i tems  t h a t  seem s t r a n g e  t o  us today .  The l a c k  

- of r i g h t s  f o r  women may s t r i k e  us as i n c r e d i b l e .  However, t h e y  
were p r o t e c t e d  and i n  m o s t  c a s e s  loved and t r e a t e d  w i t h  cons ide ra -  
t i o n  and r e s p e c t  by t h e i r  men. But when a woman m a r r i e d ,  a l l  of 
h e r  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  became t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  h e r  husband, i nc lud -  
ing he r  p e r s o n a l  jewel ry ,  h e r  c lo thes- -and  he r  deb t s !  She d i d  r e -  
t a i n  some r i g h t s  i n  ownership of land, which w a s  h e r  dower r i g h t ,  
u s u a l l y  one t h i r d .  You w i l l  f i n d  many i n s t a n c e s  where a wife  has  
jo ined  i n  a deed w i t h  h e r  husband f o r  t h e  s a l e  o f  l a n d ,  o r  i n  o t h e r  
c a s e s  execu t ing  a s e p a r a t e  instrument r e l i n q u i s h i n g  h e r  dower 
r i g h t  t o  land t h a t  h e r  husband w a s  about  t o  s e l l .  I t  i s  n o t  un- 
common t o  r e a d  i n  a w i l l  t h a t  a husband l e a v e s  o r  l e n d s  p e r s o n a l  
p r o p e r t y  t o  h i s  w i f e .  Without such a p r o v i s i o n ,  under t h e  l a w s  
then i n  f o r c e ,  i t  w a s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a son of t h e  deceased 
man t o  a c t u a l l y  own t h e  c l o t h e s  on h i s  mother ' s  o r  s tep-mother ' s  
back .  However, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  w i d o w  w a s  o f t e n  d i spos -  
s e s s e d .  I n  most c a s e s ,  t h e  husband l e f t  p r o p e r t y ,  bo th  r e a l  and 
p e r s o n a l ,  t o  h i s  w i d o w  "during h e r  l i f e  o r  widowhood." Frequent-  
l y  he  would use  t h e  word l e n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  l e a v e .  
t y  t o  a widow d u r i n g  h e r  l i f e  o r  widowhood may seem s t r a n g e  b u t ,  
because o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  and e s t a t e  t a x  l a w s ,  we today f r e q u e n t l y  ~ 

f i n d  where a man o r  woman w i l l  l e a v e  h i s  o r  he r  p r o p e r t y  as a 
l i f e  e s t a t e  t o  o r  i n  t r u s t  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i s  spouse r a t h e r  
t h a n  i n  f e e  s imple .  

One th ing  t h a t  such a p r o v i s i o n  d i d  w a s  t o  make c e r t a i n  t h a t  
when a w i d o w  r emar r i ed  (and s h e  u s u a l l y  d i d ) ,  h e r  new husband 
would b e  a b l e  t o  t a k e  care of h e r ;  i t  d iscouraged  f o r t u n e  h u n t e r s  

I. 
1 

i; 

To l e a v e  proper -  
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f r o m  marrying a widow f o r  her  weal th .  
Mistreatment of a wife w a s  a s e r i o u s  offense and t h e  punishment w a s  
sometimes seve re .  It w a s  no t  unusual i n  such circumstances f o r  t he  
c o u r t s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  wife t o  leave  he r  husband bu t  r e q u i r e  t h e  husband 
t o  support  he r  and t h e  ch i ld ren .  

you could even c a l l  them c i t i z e n s .  They could not  vote:  b u t  t h a t  

during t h e  l i f e t i m e  of some of us he re .  
i n s t ances  of independence among women. 

married.  She became q u i t e  wealthy, w a s  a l a r g e  landowner and as such 
w a s  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  t i t l e  of Gentleman, which she d i d  use,  and a s e a t  
i n  t h e  Maryland Assembly o r  House of Burgesses. Although she could 
no t  vo te  i n  a r e g u l a r  e l e c t i o n ,  she i n s i s t e d  t h a t  she  be, allowed t o  
vo te  i n  t h e  Assembly. This i n s i s t e n c e  c rea t ed  q u i t e  a s t i r .  When 
Governor Calver t  w a s  requi red  t o  l eave  Maryland f o r  a t ime, he gave 
her  a power of a t t o r n e y  t o  s e e  about h i s  affairs.  She w a s  an a s t u t e  
businesswoman, kept h i s  for tune  i n t a c t  and is c r e d i t e d  w i t h  holding 
t h e  Maryland government toge ther  u n t i l  h i s  r e t u r n .  I n  h i s  w i l l  he 
named her  h i s  execu t r ix .  

My f a v o r i t e  c o l o n i a l  heroine is Sarah Harr ison who a t  t h e  age 
of 17 w a s  t o  be married t o  t h e  Rev. James B l a i r ,  t h e  head of t h e  
Church of England i n  Virginj-a and l a t e r  t h e  founder and f i rs t  pres-  
i d e n t  of W i l l i a m  and Mary College.  Sarah refused t o  s a y  "obey" i n  
t h e  marriage ceremony. When t h e  m i n i s t e r  go t  t o  t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  
s e r v i c e  she said "NO OBEY." He s t a r t e d  t h e  ceremony over f rom t h e  
b e g h n i n g  and f o r  a second time she  s a i d  "no obey." He s t a r t e d  over 
a t h i r d  time and f o r  t h e  t h i r d  time she  said t h e  same t h i n g ,  b u t  he 
proceeded t o  marry them anyway. Her family w a s  opposed t o  t he  m a r -  
r i a g e  because D r .  B l a i r  was over 40 years  of age.  The marriage ap- 
p a r e n t l y  w a s  a happy one, for when Dr. Blair d i e d ,  having ou t l ived  
her  by about 15 yea r s ,  he was b u r i e d  bes ide  he r  i n  the  Jamestown 
Churchyard. The people a t  Jamestown w i l l  show you where they were 
bur ied  and t e l l  you t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  "Mo+;her-ir,.-L~.#-" t r e e  t h a t  grew 
up between t h e i r  graves and f i n a l l y  succeeded i n  s e p a r a t i n g  them. 
Sa rah ' s  independence and wi l l i ngness  t o  take  a c t i o n  i n  support  of 
her  b e l i e f s  must have been a family t r a i t .  One of her  great-nephews 
s igned the  Declara t ion  of Independence and two of h i s  descendants 
became p res iden t s  of t h e  United S t a t e s l  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  Sa rah  had no 
descendants bu t  I th ink  t h a t  any of us would be proud if we could 
inc lude  her  i n  o u r  ances tor  l i s t .  

I do  want t o  read  an excerpt  f r o m  what  one man wrote about h i s  
pa ren t s :  

Maybe t h a t  w a s  a good i d e a .  

0 
It seems t h a t  women were t r e a t e d  as second-class c i t i z e n s - - - i f  

p r i v i l e g e  d i d  n o t  become a v a i l a b l e  i n  America u n t i l  t h e  20th Century, 

"Margaret Brent ,  Gentlemanl" She w a s  a t r u e  s p i n s t e r  as she  never d 

cj 

However, t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  
I n  Maryzand t h e r e  w a s  one 

0 

They were married on t h e  10th  day o f  December i n  1766. The 
whole of my f a t h e r ' s  p roper ty  a t  t h a t  time cons is ted  of h i s  
c l o t h e s ,  a house and a good r i f l e  gun. My mother had he r  
c l o t h e s ,  a bed well-stocked with b lankets  and rugs,, a cow and 
c a l f  and a young mare with which they s t a r t e d  out chee r fu l ly  
and happy a 

The man who wrote t h i s  w a s  t he  e igh th  c h i l d  o f  t h i s  marr iage.  

0 He became very prominent. He w a s  an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  Kentucky m i l i t i a  



Aust in  TX AGS Q u a r t e r l y  V o l .  X X I V  No. 3 

i n  t h e  W a r  of 1812 and l e d  h i s  t roops  i n  t h e  charge t h a t  w a s  t h e  tur-  
n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  of t h e  Thames i n  Canada. 
The La te  W a r  i n  t h e  Western Country is  today cons idered  t h e  b e s t  ac-  
count  of t h e  W a r  of 1812 west of t h e  mountains.  He l a t e r  became t h e  
Adjutant  General  of Kentucky, t h e  L ieu tenan t  Governor of Kentucky, 
h e l d  h igh  d ip lomat i c  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s  government i n  
South America, and w a s  a V i s i t o r  t o  West P o i n t .  H i s  f a t h e r  w a s  a 
s o l d i e r  i n  t h e  American Revolut ion and an  e a r l y  s e t t l e r  o f  Kentucky. 
He w a s  t h e  man who s e t t l e d  t h e  d i s p u t e  between Harrodsburg and 
Boonesboro as t o  which w a s  t h e  o l d e s t  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Kentucky. 
Having been involved i n  both s e t t l e m e n t s ,  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  Harrods- 
bu rg  w a s  t h e  f i rs t .  

H i s  h i s t o r y  o f  

3 

.. 
[Robert Breckinr idge McAfee] 

Usual ly  w i l l s  were n o t  made u n t i l  a man w a s  o ld  and o f  t h e  opin- 
i o n  t h a t  he  w a s  t e r m i n a l l y  ill o r  t h a t  dea th  f r o m  some source  w a s  
imminent. A s  a r e s u l t ,  many d ied  wi thout  w i l l s ;  b u t  i f  they  owned 
r e a l  p r o p e r t y  t h e r e  w a s  u s u a l l y  an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of r e c o r d .  
few r a r e  excep t ions ,  such as t h e  one p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned, t h e  only 
women who made w i l l s  were w i d o w $ ,  because u n t i l  t h e  dea ths  of t h e i r  
husbands they  had no p r o p e r t y  t o  bequeath.  Most w i l l s  were w r i t t e n  
by a c l e r k  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  Only r a r e l y  do  we f i n d  a 
w i l l  a c t u a l l y  w r i t t e n  by t h e  t e s t a t o r .  Also, o r a l  o r  death-bed 

I w i l l s  were common [nuncupative]. As I p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned, t h e  
c l e r k s  f r e q u e n t l y  mis spe l l ed  names and many w i l l s  were s igned  by a 
m a r k  as t h e  t e s t a t o r  could n o t  sign h i s  o r  her  name. [Ed.  no te :  
Th i s  does n o t  i n v a r i a b l y  mean t h a t  t h e  t e s t a t o r  w a s  i l l i t e r a t e - -  
sometimes a man s igned  documents throughout h i s  l i f e  b u t  w a s  s o  ill 
and weak, o r  n e a r l y  b l i n d ,  t h a t  he  could only make a mark when he 
f i n a l l y  d i c t a t e d  h i s  w i l l . ]  
a man making h i s  X .  However, i n  c o l o n i a l  t imes many marks o the r  
t h a n  X were used. 
h i s  f i rs t  o r  las t  name. John Doe might use e i t h e r  a J o r  a D as h i s  
mark. Mary Doe would l a t e r  use t h e  l e t t e r  M .  

Here a r e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  exce rp t s  from my c o l l e c t i o n  of w i l l s :  
I w i l l  t h a t  my wearing c l o t h e s  be e q u a l l y  devided between 
my sons Thomas and John. My h a t  f o r  Thomas provided he w i l l  
g i v e  h i s  h a t  t o  John.  
The w i l l  of Margaret B i r k e t t  who o u t l i v e d  two  husbands,  John 

I n  t h e  name of God Amen. I Margaret  French be ing  s i c k  and 
weak b u t  of p e r f e c t  s ense  and memory do make and o rda in  
t h i s  my las t  w i l l  and tes tament  as f o l l o w s :  
Item: I g i v e  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  whereon I now l i v e  t o  my daugh- 
t e r  Ann P r a t t  du r ing  her  n a t u r a l  l i f e  and then  t o  my son 
Thomas P r a t t  and t h e  h e i r s  of h i s  body. 
Item: I g i v e  my daughter  Ann P r a t t  m b e s t  bed, beds tead  and 
f u r n i t u r e  and my c h e s t  o f  draws [ s i c  s . 
And I g i v e  a l l  t h e  remainder o f  my e s t a t e  of what kind soever  
t o  be e q u a l l y  d iv ided  between my t w o  sons  and my daugh te r ,  
B u r k e t t ,  Thomas and A n n  P r a t t  and do nominate my two sons  
Burke t t  and Thomas P r a t t  executors  o f  t h i s  my l a s t  w i l l .  

With a 

0 
Today we r e f e r  t o  such a s i g n a t u r e  as 

Frequen t ly  a man would use  t h e  i n i t i a l  op e i t h e r  

P r a t t  and Danie l  French: 
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In witness whereof I have he reun to  s e t  my hand and s e a l e  
t h i s  1 4 t h  day of November, 1749. Her 

Margaret  ( M )  French 
Mark 

It is t o  b e  no ted  t h a t  a l though  her  o r i g i n a l  surname w a s  s p e l l e d  
B i r k e t t ,  t h e  c l e r k  i n  wri t ing s p e l l e d  h e r  s o n ' s  name B u r k e t t .  
i n  p rov ing  t h e  w i l l  t h e  name B i r k e t t  w a s  c o r r e c t l y  s p e l l e d .  

From t h e  w i l l  of Moses Thomas: 
My w i f e  Mary, wh i l e  s ingle ,  and my daughter  Rachel,  I a l l o w  
t o  l i v e  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  if t h e y  should  o c c a s i o n a l l y  d i s a g r e e  
each can  have t h e i r  own f i r e p l a c e  under t h e  same r o o f .  

However, 
i 

From t h e  w i l l  of W i l l i a m  Thompson s igned  December 11, 1770: 
Granddaughter Martha Thompson, f e a t h e r  bed ,  furn i ture ,  e t c .  
now i n  h e r  mothe r ' s  p o s s e s s i o n  and son  W i l l i a m  Thompson land 
and p l a n t a t i o n  I purchased from Char les  J o l l e y  [?I. What my 
son  Char les  Thompson owes is t o  be  paid o u t  of my e s t a t e .  
Daughter Susannah Lee, 1 s h i l l i n g  and no more. Son Char les  
Thompson, John Morehead's Bond f o r  8 pounds due me. I l end  
my w i f e  Agnes Thompson and s o n  W i l l i a m  Thompson a l l  my e s t a t e  
during w i f e ' s  l i f e  o r  widowhood and a t  h e r  d e a t h  I g i v e  my 
son  John Thompson 30 pounds c u r r e n t  money o f  Virginia  and t h e  
r e s i d u e  of e s t a t e  t o  be e q u a l l y  d i v i d e d  amongst my 4 daugh- 
t e r s ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  Sa rah ,  Lucy and Nancy Thompson. 
The f o l l o w i n g  i s  from t h e  proceedings  of a c o u r t  i n  Char les  C i t y  

County, Virginia,  i n  a d e p o s i t i o n  by Robert  P o t t e r :  
That  b e i n g  i n  t h e  howse of Sarah  P o t t e r  t h e r e  met Mr. John 
Coggin and W i l l i a m  Wilkins  , be twix t  whom passed  s e v e r a l  words 
of ill and abus ive  language given t o  each o t h e r  upon which 
t h e y  f e l l  t o  c o l l e r i n g  [grabbing], i n  which s c u f f l e  t h e  s d .  
John Coggin r e c e i v e d  a b l a c k  eye and a s c a r  on one of h i s  
l i p s .  F u r t h e r  t h e  s d o  Wilkins  l y i n g  upon t h e  ground upon 
John Coggin a dog of t h e  house s e i z e d  upon t h e  l e g g s  of Wm. 
Wilkins  and b i t t  him[,] t h e  which wound John Coggin d r e s s e d  
and ,gave  him medicine t o  c a r r y  w i t h  him. 
I n  exp lana t ion  I must t e l l  you something about  D r .  John Coggin. 

He was born  i n  Sco t l and  and t r a i n e d  as a surgeon.  He came t o  V i r -  
g in ia  about  1658 t o  p r a c t i c e  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n .  
him a f e i s t y  c h a r a c t e r ,  f o r  he  w a s  f r e q u e n t l y  g e t t i n g  i n t o  f i g h t s  and 
t h e  e a r l y  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  a r e  f u l l  of h i s  a c t i o n s .  He w a s  c o n t i n u a l l y  b 

e i t h e r  s u i n g  someone o r  being sued .  However, from t h e  above we can 
s e e  t h a t  he took h i s  H ippoc ra t i c  oa th  s e r i o u s l y .  

Today w e  would c a l l  

The fo l lowing  is  from ano the r  c o u r t  ca se :  e 

Joane B u t l e r  and Maria Drew g o t  t o  q u a r r e l i n g  one day.  Naughty 
words passed  between them, a r e g u l a r  c a s e  of t h e  p o t  c a l l i n g  
t h e  k e t t l e  b l a c k .  Edward D r e w  caused J o a n e ' s  a r r e s t  and upon 
t r i a l  she w a s  sen tenced  t o  repeat a f u l l  and formal  r e t r a c t i o n  

94 



AGS Q u a r t e r l y  V o l .  XXIV No. 3 Aust in  TX 

verbat im a f t e r  t h e  M i n i s t e r  i n  Church between t h e  f i r s t  
and second l e s s o n  upon t h e  sabbath  o r  e l s e  be drawn a c r o s s  
King 's  Creek from one cow pen t o  t h e  o the r  a t  t h e  s t e r n  
of a b o a t  o r  canoe. She would n o t  r e t r a c t  and w a s  drawn 

. ' a c r o s s  t h e  c reek .  Thomas B u t l e r ,  Joane ' s  husband, caused 
Mary Drew's a r r e s t  and upon t r i a l  t h e  same sen tence  w a s  
meted out  o r  e l s e  she  w a s  t o  undergo t h e  same punishment 
which Joane B u t l e r  s u f f e r e d .  
A t  t h e  same c o u r t  i t  w a s  found t h a t :  

Robert  Wyard s t o l e  a p a i r  of panta loons  and w a s  sentenced 
t o  appear  i n  Church during t h e  whole time of worship f o r  
t h r e e  Sundays w i t h  a p a i r  of Breeches t i e d  around h i s  
neck w i t h  t h e  word t h i e f  w r i t t e n  upon h i s  back.  
I n  Accomack County, V i r g i n i a  i n  September 1641, t h e  c o u r t  he ld  

It is  ordered by t h i s  c o u r t  t h a t  E l i z a b e t h  S ta rkey  f o r  h e r  
offense of committing t h e  a c t  of f o r n i c a t i o n  and a d u l t e r y  
and a l s o  f o r  absen t ing  h e r s e l f  and running  away from h e r  
m a s t e r ' s  s e r v i c e  wi thout  h i s  p r i v i t y  [knowledge] and con- 
sent s h a l l  f o r t h w i t h  r e c e i v e  twenty s t r i p e s  upon h e r  b a r e  

- shou lde r s  and t o  be c l e a r e d  from s t a n d i n g  i n  a whi te  s h e e t  
accord ing  t o  t h e  Ves t ry .  

as f o l l o w s :  

E l i z a b e t h  w a s  pregnant  and t h e  man r e s p o n s i b l e ,  Chr is topher  
G i t t i n g s ,  w a s  ordered t o  be h e l d  i n  custody by t h e  s h e r i f f  u n t i l  he 
p u t  up s u f f i c i e n t  s e c u r i t y  f o r  h i s  appearance "when he s h a l l  t h e r e -  
unto be c a l l e d  f o r  h i s  o f fense ."  

. 

To encourage i m m i g r a t i o n  t o  V i r g i n i a  and Maryland, a g r a n t  of 
50 a c r e s  of land  w a s  made t o  anyone who pa id  t h e  c o s t  of h i s  own o r  
anyone 's  passage t o  America. I n  one case  a man r ece ived  a g r a n t  
f o r  50 a c r e s  f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  h i s  f irst  w i f e ,  50 a c r e s  f o r  
t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of h i s  second w i f e ,  and 50 a c r e s  f o r  t h e  t r a n s -  
p o r t a t i o n  of " h i s  now wife ."  He a l s o  r ece ived  a d d i t i o n a l  l and  f o r  
t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of o t h e r s .  L a t e r  he marr ied a w i d o w  who sur- 
vived  him. He had c h i l d r e n  by e i t h e r  h i s  t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  wife-- 
which one i s  a problem I a m  working on. 

We have a l l  heard about "Kentucky Colonels . "  Well ,  t h e y  had 
them i n  e a r l y  V i r g i n i a ,  t o o .  The c o l o n i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  govern- 
'ment i n  V i r g i n i a  c o n s i s t e d  o f  an  upper house c a l l e d  t h e  King 's  
Council  and a l o w e r  house,  t h e  House o f  Burgesses .  This  w a s  p a t -  
t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  House o f  Lords and t h e  House o f  Commons i n  Eng- 
l a n d .  The most prominent and weal thy c i t i z e n s  were appoin ted  t o  
t h e  Council  by t h e  King and t h e  burgesses  were e l e c t e d  by those  who 
were allowed t o  v o t e .  Each member o f  t h e  King 's  Council  w a s  en- 
t i t l e d  t o  be  c a l l e d  Colonel .  A l s o ,  every county had m i l i t i a  headed 
up by a c o l o n e l .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e r e  were many c o l o n e l s  around. 

I n  e a r l y  r e c o r d s  many persons  were r e f e r r e d  t o  as s e r v a n t s ,  b u t  
t h e  word had a somewhat d i f f e r e n t  meaning f r o m  t h e  modern one. A 
s e r v a n t  may have been what  we would cons ide r  a s e r v a n t  t oday ,  o r  he e 

95 



- AGS Q u a r t e r l y  V o l .  X X I V  No,. 3 Austin TX 

o r  she might have been a near  r e l a t i v e  o r  an apprent ice  l e a r n i n g  t h e  
homeowner's t r a d e  o r  p rofess ion .  [Ed ,  note:  Then aga inp  he o r  she  
may have been se rv ing  out a per iod of indenture  (o f t en  seven yea r s )  
t o  pay f o r  passage t o  America. 
u l a t e  by br inging  a load of able-bodied men, p re fe rab ly  s k i l l e d  ar- 
t i s a n s ,  t o  t h e  New World and then  auc t ion  off t h e i r  indentures  on 

0 
Sometimes a s h i p ' s  master would spec- 

a r r i v a l  .] 

sonry house i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t h i r t e e n  co lonies ,*  w a s  f i rs t  r e f e r r e d  t o  
as a s e r v a n t .  Actual ly  h i s  b ro the r  i n  England w a s  a knight  and h i s  
family w a s  very prominent. 
e l ec t ed  a member of t h e  House of Burgesses and l a t e r  appointed t o  t h e  
King's Council. Finding an ances tor  r e f e r r e d  t o  as "servant"  does 

' no t  mean t h a t  he o r  she was of low e s t a t e ,  n e c e s s a r i l y .  A l s o ,  you 
may f i n d  where an ances tor  w a s  e x i l e d  as a conv ic t .  T h a t  t o o  may 
no t  have been demeaning. Many of t h e  so-ca l led  convic ts  had j u s t  
been on t h e  l o s i n g  s i d e  i n  European p o l i t i c s .  
Revolution and t h e  execution of Charles I ,  a l a r g e  number o f  Royal- 
ists  f l e d  t o  America. Some had been convicted and e x i l e d  f o r  t h e i r  
p o l i t i c a l  choice .  After Cromwell (and son)  d ied  and Charles I1 w a s  
r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  throne ,  many o f  t h e  o ther  s i d e  came over h e r e .  They 
were l e a d e r s  who had f i r m  b e l i e f s  and were w i l l i n g  t o  s t and  up f o r  
them. They (from both s i d e s )  made good c i t i z e n s  i n  America and were 
r e a l  a s s e t s  i n  t h e  development of a new country.  

A d a m  Thorogood, whose home i n  Vi rg in i a  Beach i s  t h e  o l d e s t  m a -  

A d a m  soon became a l a r g e  landowner, w a s  

After t h e  P u r i t a n  

I n  c los ing ,  l e t  me aga in  suggest  t h a t  you read  t h e  cour t  r eco rds ,  
w i l l s ,  deeds, orphan cour t  r eco rds ,  powers of a t t o r n e y ,  pension ap- 
p l i c a t i o n s ,  and d i a r i e s  as we l l  as f o r m a l  h i s t o r i e s .  
w i l l  enjoy and be de l igh ted  w i t h  what you f i n d .  0 I f e e l  s u r e  you 

-note: In  Emmie Ferguson F a r r a r ' s  Old V i rg in i a  Houses along t h e  
James, p .  190-91, t h e  p i c t u r e  capt ion  reads :  "Adam Thoroughgood House, 
near Norfolk, t h e  o l d e s t  b r i c k  house i n  America." The Norfo lk  
Branch of t h e  Associat ion f o r  t h e  P rese rva t ion  of V i rg in i a  A n t i q u i t i e s  
placed theron an  i n s c r i p t i o n  reading:  "The House of Capt,ain Adam 
Thoroughgood. 
t h e  o l d e s t  dwelling now s tanding  i n  Virg in ia . "  
* * * * * * * * *  + * * * * * * * * * + * * * *  

B u i l t  by him between 1636 and 1640. Believed t o  be 

ANNOUNCING CHANGE OF MEETING PLACE: 

A t  t he  l a s t  ga ther ing  of Austin Genealogical Soc ie ty  
it w a s  voted t o  h o l d  f u t u r e  meetings i n  t h e  Reception 
Room of Austin His tory  Center (810 Guadalupe) when 
a v a i l a b l e .  That  i s  t h e  o l d  Centra l  L ibrary  bu i ld -  
i ng ,  due nor th  of t h e  new bu i ld ing  where we have 
been meeting. Enter  by t h e  e a s t  d o o r  (Guadalupe 
S t r e e t )  and f ind  t h e  Reception Room i n s i d e  t h e  sec-  
ond d o o r  on your r i g h t .  Watch Newsletter f o r  con- 
f i rmat ion  of t h i s  change. We have reason  t o  hope 
t h a t  we w i l l  no t  be pre-empted from t h i s  space.  
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N O T I C E  FROM THE EDITOR about t h e  fol lowing f e a t u r e :  Having 
been advised t o  avoid e y e s t r a i n ,  I s h a l l  be unable t o  engage i n  pro- 
longed reading  of microfilm i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  That means t h a t  t h i s  i s  
t h e  l a s t  in s t a l lmen t  of census d a t a  f o r  Mexican War ve terans  unless  
someone ca res  t o  volunteer  t o  read  t h e  microfilm o f  t h e  census.  

I ' l l  be g lad  t o  l o o k  f o r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n  the  index and make a 

and page number wherein he m a y  be foundl 
Volunteers may c a l l  me (before  7 p.m.,  p l e a s e )  a t  477-7313. 
A COMMENT ABOUT AGE of s o l d i e r s  v s .  age on census t w o  o r  t h r e e  

years  l a t e r :  From time immemorial, young boys eager t o  e n l i s t  have 
added years  t o  t h e i r  a c t u a l  age,  and o lder  men have done t h e  oppo- 
s i t e .  And it  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  some census t a k e r s  were even l e s s  sc ru-  
pulous about ages than  r e c r u i t i n g  se rgean t s ,  s o  we should n o t  r e -  
j e c t  census e n t r i e s  merely because ages do not  exac t ly  match. 

0 

- 
d card f o r  each, showing t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  name and age,  p lus  t h e  county 

TEXAS VOLUNTEER UNITS I N  THE MEXICAN WAR 1846-48 
P a r t  16  

T h i s  u n i t  of t h e  U . S .  Army e n l i s t e d  f o r  s i x  months b u t  none of 
t h e  men served t h a t  long i n  i t .  Only one company ( H i l l ' s )  w a s  as- 
s igned a l e t t e r  ( A )  and reached Monterrey, Mexico. Capt. Benjamin F .  
H i l l  had r e c r u i t e d  h i s  men a t  Bastrop and San Antonio, according t o  
Henry W .  Bar ton ' s  Texas Volunteers i n  t h e  Mexican W a r _ ,  page 107. 

Another source used t o  supplement t h e  microfilmed Compiled Ser- 
v i c e  Records (Nat ional  Archives Microcopy No. 278)  i s  Harry McCorry 
Henderson's Texas F igh t s ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  "Texas Troops i n  t h e  W a r  w i t h  
Mexico. 'I 

ords .  An a s t e r i s k  precedes a s o l d i e r ' s  name if,, on t h e  1850 Census 
of Texas, a name i d e n t i c a l  o r  similar t o  h i s  has  been found. Census 
d a t a  f o l l o w s  t h e  s e r v i c e  record  t a b l e .  

0 

On t h e  fo l lowing  pages we cont inue o u r  t a b u l a t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  r e c -  

1st TEXAS MOUNTED VOLUNTEERS ( 6  Months) 
C o l .  John C .  Hays, Commanding 

Captain 
C l a r k ,  Thomas. W .  
Crump, W m .  G .  
G i l l a s p i e ,  James 
G i l l e t  James S . 
H i l l ,  Ben F. 
Long, John ., 

Muckleroy, David 
Sims, Samuel W .  
Smiths James 
S n e l l ,  Martin K. 

Place  of Recruitment 
Harr ison Co 
San  Antonio? 
Montgomery Co 
Nor th  Texas 
San Antonio (Co.  A )  
North Texas 

Red River Co 
Rusk Co 
Galveston? 

No.  of Men 

79 

84 

85 

7 9  
90 
83 
43 
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