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NEW SOURCE FOR LOCATING
OLD FAMILIES IN TEXAS

In 1974 the Texas Department of Agriculture inaugurated the Family
Land Heritage Program to register farms and ranches in Texas that have
been owned and operated by the same families for a century or more.
On the 1l4th of October of that year, 1200 such property owners and
their relatives were honored on Family Land Heritage Day at the Texas
State Fair in Dallas.

At the time of our nation's 200th anniversary, when Family Land
Heritage Day was celebrated with appropriate ceremonies in the Hall
of State at the Dallas Fairgrounds, the oldest such estate registered
to that date was The Noriacitas Ranch in Jim Hogg County. It was es-
tablished in 1740, some 36 years before the American Declaration of
Independence (and 96 before the Texan Declaration), by Simon de
Hinojosa [Simon Ynojosa in The Handbook of Texas] who had received
around 25,000 acres as a land grant from the King of Spain. Today,
the ranch is owned by Isidro G. Gutierrez Jr. and his sister Miss
Idela Marta Gutierrez, who are 4-great-grandchildren of the founder.

The Department of Agriculture has annually published a very at-
tractive, illustrated booklet, a Registry designed to record "infor-
mation on families who have held the land for agricultural produc-
tion for 100 years or more." The information (grouped under alpha-
betically arranged counties) includes name of farm or ranch, year of
founding, location, name(s) of founder(s) and his/her place of ori-
gin, and current owners.

The historical/genealogical data varies from a few lines to
several paragraphs, depending on the volubility of the interviewee,
presumably. (Some of the Texas history is rather questionable, and
the spelling of German place-names will necessitate a bit of research
to identify them.) But even if it is all somewhat vague, the family
traditions mentioned provide clues for descendants to follow up.

In a few instances, the original land grant has been added to
manyfold over the years, but most present a sadder picture. When
their ancestors had built up an estate of 12,000 acres, one wonders
why the current owners have only 120. What a saga it would make if
we could chronicle the circumstances of each loss of acreage! It is
very likely that many poignant tales would be revealed: a crop fail-
ure due to a freak of nature, the trauma of seeking a loan, more dis-
aster, a mortgage foreclosure or a tax sale perhaps. Or maybe the
parents sold some of the land to send the children to college, or to
pay for catastrophic hospital bills; or the o0ld home-place was di-
vided among ten children when the patriarch died, and most of them
sold to strangers and moved to town. No doubt each diminution of
their land brought heartache to someone.

Volume 1 of the registers includes a valuable Glossary of Terms
pertaining to land ownership in Texas, and a review of land grant
policy from the Spanish period until statehood in 1845/46.
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‘Many touching old photographs of people (not named) and their
homes enhance the realism of the book, but of even greater appeal (in
this writer's opinion) are the exquisite line drawings that embellish
the pages whenever there is space at the bottom. These include old
barns and farmhouses, windmills, a rusty water pump, lanterns, miles
of barbed-wire fence, distant mountains, cactus in the desert--things .
that convey the feeling of lonely isolation that our pioneer ances-
tors endured and often loved.

Just skimming these disconnected sketches of diverse families in
a given county is an alluring peek at the history of that area.

Mrs. Robin Rader, Supervisor of Genealogy Services,; has procured
a set of the annual Registry volumes for the Genealogy Section of Tex-
as State Library [GEN 976.4 / T3123f]. Since their indexes cover on-
ly the current owners of the land, it was thought that an alphabetical
list (by county) of the founders and other deceased persons who are
mentioned in the background histories would be of interest to many
present-day researchers. [However, references to0 Sam Houston, Stephen
F. Austin and other empresarios and heroes are too numerous to index.]

In the following list for Volume 1, maiden names are in paren-
theses when determinable (three dots if unknown); nicknames are in
quotation marks; editorial suggestions in brackets. Sometimes it was
hard to tell if a name was in a past generation or still living.

TEXAS FAMILY LAND HERTI TAGE REGISTRY
ANDERSON COUNTY

Bradshaw, James

Brown, Reuben

Butler, Landon C. :
Cook, James Johnston - Ripley
Herrington, John - William M.
Holmes, Phineas C. - William
Hudson, El1i - Joseph D.

Miles, Isaiah - Josiah
Parker, Ben - Cynthia Ann - Daniel
Quarles, William W.

ANGELINA COUNTY

De La Garza, Jesus

Humphrey, Jacob Ferguson

Spier, Henry P. - Jan(e) Handley
Weaver, Larkin C.

Weeks, Wiley Felix

ARCHER COUNTY

Johnson, Sophia
Prideaux, Ed - R.0. Dr.
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ATASCOSA COUNTY

Crawford, James O.
Lincoln, Abraham - Tom
Smith, Cornealous - Sarah
Willborn, Richard Brown

AUSTIN COUNTY

Abel, Henry - Katherine

Brugger, Andreas

Coke, Richard

Cumings, James

Dittert, August

Fordtran, Charles

Francis, Lydia A.

Haedge, August

Jochec, Charles - George - Karolina
Lakey, Joel

Minton, Samuel

Schumacher, Augusta - Henry - Sophie (...)
Stalbaum, Jacob

Tottenham, J.W. Dr.

Waak, Henry - Herman - William
Wagner, Joseph George - Paul
Willrodt, Dethloff :
Wittner, Christine (...) - Kaspar

BANDERA COUNTY

Callahan, James H. Capt.
Hicks, Fabian L.
Stevens, Henry - John T.

BASTROP COUNTY

Bell, Jermain Hunter - Mary Ann Mrs.

Black, John

Cook, Tom

Gray, J.B.

Griffith, Lycurgus Edward Dr.

Higgins, Jacob C.

Large, Jacob

Lawrence, Wild John

Mays, Andrew

Watterson, Charles Clinton - Charles Coffin

BELL COUNTY

Hammack, E.H. - Mary
Maedgen, W.O0.

Marshall, John - Vernie C.
McCulloch, George R.D.
Winkler, William

BLANCO COUNTY

Smith, Nimrod
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BOSQUE COUNTY

Bekkelund, Emil - Helena (Dahl)

Canuteson, Ole

Cox, John W.

Crittenden, M.P. ‘
Dahl, Christian - Christina/Christine (...) - Hendrick - Marvin
Dillerud, Karen (...) - Peder

Jenson, Jens Sr. - 0Ole 0. - Thonje

Linberg, Eric M.

Mabray, Jasper N.

Omenson, Omen

Parks, Leroy

Reierson, J. Lasson

White, James Minuerd

BOWIE COUNTY

Booth, Benjamin
Collom, George
Dalby, Fountain M.
Hooks, Warren

Lew, Charles
Peters, Lemuel

BRAZORIA COUNTY

Barritt, William
Perry, James Franklin
Price, J.K. Dr.

BRAZ0S COUNTY

Curd, Isiah

Henry, Hugh R. - Robert
Hudspeth, Robert - William Moore
Kurten, Henry

BROOKS COUNTY

Gonzales, Lazaro Lopez
Guerra, Juan Jose

BURLESON COUNTY

Baker, Henry W. - Joe H.

Calvin, W.H.

Hayden, Jane C.

Higgason, John D. - Lucy M. (...)
Holt, Conners Roger

Jones, James R.

Menke, Josephine (...)

Newcomb, John L.

Pollock, Adolphus

Scott, Elizabeth (...) - Philip B.
Smith, Bethel

Storm, Pleasant
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BURNET COUNTY

Barton, Welborn Dr.
. CALDWELTL COUNTY

Blackwell, Jesse
Ellison, Holloway
Hinds, James
Jeffrey, Jesse Thomas
McCarley, P.B.

CALHOUN COUNTY

Brett, Charles Sr.
Johnson, Moses
Keene, Capt.

CAMP COUNTY

Barnwell, R.L.
Bryant, C.W.
May, Mary

CASS COUNTY

Buckler, Henry

Dodd, J.J. - James - Martha Caroline (...)

Hall, B.F.

Snelgrove, Baruch

Snipes, Alvin H. - James Henry - Mary Jane (Wilson)
Teague, Winfred

Wilson, Joseph Thomas

CHAMBERS COUNTY

Alston, William J.

Barrow, Benjamin Sr. - Reuben Sr.
Clark, Dan

Mayes, Garner

Rankin, Thomas B.

Wallis, E.H.R.

White, James Taylor - Permelia Jane

CHEROKEE COUNTY

Beard, John M.

Boyd, James - Martha (...)
Dickson, Gustavus H.
Durst, John

Engledon, John

Gee, E.

Goss, Thomas

Gover, Samuel

Henderson, Daniel
Mitchell, R.F.

Pineda, Jose

Reynolds, J.P.

Roark, William (continued)
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CHEROKEE COUNTY (cont.)

Salmon, James H.

Saunders, Benjamin L. - Ira P. - John P.

Smith, Tol

Sneed, Kinzie - Nelson

Sowers, Ellen (...) - Robert - Sarah Anderson Campbell
Stokes, Martha (McNiel) - Zachary B.

Tarrant, Elam S.

Timmons, James F.

Wood, Elizabeth (Boyd) - John

CLAY COUNTY

Carle, Heinze
Sanzenbacher, Christian - Henry - Johann - Luise (Carle)

COLLIN COUNTY

Abston, John

Barnes, Abraham

Barry family [polo players] _
Boyd, Joseph - Mordiciah M. [Mordecai]
Bryan, Elizabeth (Chambers) - Jacob M.
Chambers, Elisha - Elizabeth

Clark, Alvin Cullum

Cody, John Wesley

Coffman, John

Gifford, P.W.

Hubbard, Jesse C. - Josephine - Moses
McLain, James F. - Joe J.
Schluter/Slater, Joseph / James
Stimson, Daniel M.

Van Winkle, David

Wilmeth, J.B.

Wyson, Charles H.

COLORADO COUNTY

Abell, James C. - Robert A.

Alexander, Amos

Beason [Beeson], Benjamin - Mary Ann

Brown, Samuel

Bubak, Johann

Castro, Henry [Henri]

Crisp, John H.

Everett, H.C. - Henry Clay

Gay, Bettie - James B. - James J.B. - R.K.

Gerngross, John

Giestmann, Anton

Gilbert, Preston

Harbert, William

Harrison, Henry

Hester, John Robert - Lavo :
Hyland, Joseph i
Kelch, Elenor (continued)

130




AGS Quarterly Vol. XXIV No. 4

Austin TX

COLORADO COUNTY {cont.)

McBroom, S.C.

Moeller, Albert

Perry, George L. - Mary Ann (Beeson)
Pettis [Pettus], Freeman

Schneider, Fredrich

Shaw, Josiah

Snider, G.S. [also known as Strawschneider |
Tait, Charles William Dr.

Tomlinson, ... [Tumlinson, James]
Wilde, Bernhard - Sewell - Simon -
Zimmerscheidt, Frederick Adolphus

COMAL COUNTY

Bartscher, Rosine Stallman

Fischer, Hermann - Otto

Halm, Barney - Hugo - Walter :

Kreusler, Christian - Rosine S..(Bartscher)
Pantermuehl, Friedric

Schlameus, Adolfine

COMANCHE COUNTY

Allsup, Ophelia (Clark)

Blankenship, H.H. ‘

Carruth, W.T.

Clark, Alexander K. - ChrisSpher - Ophelia

COOKE COUNTY

Ball, George E.N.
Cartwright, Matthew
Cogburn, 0.A.

Davidson, J.F.

Howeth, William :
Inglish, Bailey - Lou A. (...) - Whorton C.
Murrell, William

Neely, James Martin

Pace, Langston

Thompson, B.J.

Ward, T.W.

Ware, John - John W.
Washington, J.R.

Whaley, J.C.

CORYELL COUNTY

Boyd, E.S. - Washington

Culpepper, E.A.

Davidson, Cordelia - James Madison - Viann (Moore)
Follett, F.R.

Greer, Easter Catherine

Kelly, William

Nibbs, T.W. Wallace, William
Smith, Jackson Windham, David Willis
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DALLAS COUNTY

Ellis, Thomas McKee
DELTA COUNTY

Davis, Benjamin Benton - Isaiah - Jefferson
McCury, William ‘ .
Pierce, James
Trevillion, John A.
Wilhoite, John

DENTON COUNTY

Burnett, Jeremiah
Chisum, John ;
Harrington, Alfred - j
Jones, John D. "Bob" |
Phillips, Joel !
Pollard, Isaac Denton |
Rue, Lewis )
West, Thomas

DeWITT COUNTY

Adickes, Ahrend

Boothe, William S.

Duderstadt, Albert - Friedrich
Ideus, John - Werner

Jendrzey, Valentine

Stanchos, David

Westphal, August

ELLIS COUNTY

{
Hancock, R.P. 4
Lumpkin(s), J.W. !
Plunkett, John !
Rankin, Lucretia (,..) - Napolean Bonaparte !
Stout, Elizabeth (...) - Peter ’

ERATH COUNTY

Corbin, James C.
FALLS COUNTY

Busby, David T. - Margaret

Cox, C.B. - Caroline (...) Westmoreland
Currie, Bettie - David Mitchell - Julia (...) - Sallie |
Harlan, Isaiah - Mary - Silas - Thomas D. j i

Hogan, Josiah !
Lester, Annie Elizabeth |
Millerman, John Silas - Mary (Harlan) : |
Moore, Cornelius !
Price, Margaret (Busby)
Stewart, Charles B. Dr.
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FANNIN COUNTY

Butler, Ransom

Connelly, Alfred "Wildcat”
Price, Evan

Scott, Jane («..)

Walcott, Benjamin Stuart

FAYETTE COUNTY
Biegel, Joseph

'December, Jean (...)

Frank, C.F.A.

Frierson, Charles D.

Fuchs, Friedericke (...) - Lorenz
Ivy, W.P.

Laux, J.

Lenert, A.C.

Lidiak, Josef Sr.

Mate jowsky, Wenzel

McCrory, A.S.

Muenzler, Andreas
Nollkamper, Franz

Opperman, F. :

Roitsch, Carl - Maria (...)
Schuetze, Wilhelm

Shaw, John

Speed, Thomas

Walker, W.W,

Wiedemann, John

FORT BEND COUNTY

Andrews, William

Andrus, William

Beard, Andrew Jackson - Robert - William
Briscoe, James M. - Parmenas

Harris, Martha - William

Walker, William

FRANKLIN COUNTY

Drummond, ...
Rogers, James

FREESTONE COUNTY

Burleson, Hopson

Devine, Miles T.

Diaz, Texas G.

Ezell, Edward Sr.

Fulton, Robert L.

Ross, George Washington - Sophie
Yeldell, J.P. - Sophie (Rossg
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FRIO COUNTY

Braun, John George
Slaughter, John - William James

GILLESPIE COUNTY

Ahrens, Conrad

Baag, Frank

Boerner, Adolph

Eckhardt, Heinrich

Ernst, Carl - Conrad

Fontaine, Theophilus

Fritz, Mary Louise - Robert

Fuhrmann, Minna (Kolmeyer)

Hopf, Emil - Hugo - Mary (...)

Joy, Wiley Mrs.

Jung, Alois - Anna Katharina (...) - Mary Louise (...) = Ph111p
Kolmeyer, Conrad - Wilhelmine (...)

Lindig, Andreas F.

Locke, Mary Olive

TLuckenbach, Benno Mrs.,

McDonald, "Lafe" - ... (Joy)

Meyer, Clemens

Moldenhauer, Johanna (Kolmeyer)

Pape, Fritz ‘
Pehl, Adam - Elizabeth (...) - John Adam - Mathias - Theodore
Perll James Alexander - William Alexander - William Randolph
Rodrlguez, Gil

Scherer, Armand - August - Emma - Ewald - Felix - Helnrlch
Schoenewolf, August Jr. - August Sr. Mrs.

Tatsch, Michael

van der Stucken, Frank - ... (Hopf)

Weiershausen, John Daniel

GOLIAD COUNTY

Baker, Moseley Capt.

Lucas, Cyrus Brohier - Richard Minchin - Richard Pryor

Milam, Ben Col.

Patrick, Elizabeth

Pettus, John Preeman - John Milam - Thomas York - Wllllam Albert
Scott, Phoebe (York)

Ybarbo, Maria de Jesus

York, John - Sarah i

GONZALES COUNTY

Atkinson, John

Baker, Elijah Henry Sr. - Green B.

Barfield, J.C. "Neal" - John C. Jr. - Mary Louise

- Brown, Daniel

Coe, Philip Houston

Denman, Clarence - E.G. - 0la G. - Seaborn J. - Willi Augusta
DeWitt, Green

Dikes, Miles G. (continued)
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GONZALES COUNTY (cont.)

Fullilove, John Henry - W.W.
Hawley, Thomas :
Hinton, Adeline (...) - Robertus R.
Holmes, W.F.M.

Houston, James A.D.

Hurt, William T.

Light, M.D.

Lynch, Patrick

Magee, Bluford

McKean, John C.

Mitchell, Louise Denman - Virgil
Seely, Sarah

Shuff, Washington T.

Stephenson, -J.F.

Trammell, Nancy

Zumwalt, Abraham

GRAYSON COUNTY

Blackmon, W.D.

Crockett, David

Darwin, Lizzie (Thomas) - Lon H. Sr. - Lonnie Hiram
Davis, Henry Clay - George W. - Hitty (...) - Robert A. - William C.
Dugan, Daniel - Emily

Fitzgerald, Mollie Inge

Fox, Audrey

Gentry, Martin W, "Oarson"

Peacock [outlaw]

Rex, Mary Susan

Thomas, Andrew

Vaden, Catherine

Whiting, Claud Vernon - Frederick P. - George Dugan

GREGG COUNTY

Cunyus, Jessie J. (Graybill)

Dickson, Elbert - Mary Frances

Graybill, Henry T. - Jesse G.B. - Jessie J.
Roark, William ‘ :

Wyche, Julia J. (Dickson)

GRIMES COUNTY

Kelly, Primus
Mallett, John C.
West, John Haywood - John W.S. - Richard - Robert M.

GUADALUPE COUNTY

Beard, Andrew J. - Mary Olivia - Robert S. - William M.
Braune, Fritz - Wilhelm - William .
Hein, Ferdinand

Heinemeier, C.H. - Ida - Martha
Hildebrand, Johann
Lay, Arnold Wilson (continued)
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GUADALUPE COUNTY (cont.)

Merriwether, Harry
Meyer, Dorothea

Neumann, Richard

Patton, William H. Capt.
Ragsdale, Peter Chappell
Rible, Charlotte
Schumann, Aug. William
Wenzel, Gustav

HAMILTON COUNTY

Baker, James
White, Dal R. - John S.

HARDIN COUNTY

Hardin, Richard J.
HARRISON COUNTY

Akin, Alexander

Bender, Griffin M. - John Griffin - Loula (eod)

Clark, Thomas W.

Cole, James - John Douglas - Mary Ann - Willis Franklin
Finley, John

Timmins, Thomas

Woodley, Wingate Hall

Wright, Alpheus Billings

HAYS COUNTY [misspelled in book]

Nance, Ezekiel
HENDERSON COUNTY

Adams, James E. - Z.T.
Beck, W.H.

Eans, Armistead

Owen, David Allen
Tindel, Henry Clay
Ware, Nathaniel A.

HILL COUNTY

Childress, Levi

Cliett, W.H. .
Doyle, John W.P.

Estes, Aaron - Narcissus Jane
Ince, G.W. - William M.

Isaacs, Nancy

Lee, Lilborn K.

McKown, Sampson

McLain, John M.

Naugle, William B.

Thomas, Jessie S. [male] - Nelta
Varnell, Isaac A.

Williams, Leonard Houston Jr. and Sr.
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