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Entrée

ven in AGS it becomes necessary occasionally to take inventory,

sort out, weed out--to do the tasks which any social organiza-
tion must do if it is to keep from burying itself. In that context
several of us assembled recently to audit the stack of archive
copies of the Quarterly held by the Custodian. We were pleased to
find at least one copy of every Quarterly ever published starting
with the first, which was issued in November 1960. Yielding to a
minor nostalgia kick, we reproduce on Page 3 a copy of the first
page of that issue. To begin with, note the masthead. We solicited
a name for the quarterly then, and I suppose never got any, be-
cause we’re still calling this thing by its original name. At this
late date, we’re not going to worry about it; if anyone has a
brilliant idea for a name we’ll gladly listen; we won’t promise
we’1ll use it but then we just might.

We’ve grown from a charter membership of 125 to over 300; dues
have grown a bit faster. We were already doing members’ Ancestor
Listings; Mrs. Rugeley will be pleased to notice the editors were
already asking for legible material; some things never change
much. And we had ambitious plans for 196l.

There have been over 135 issues since then. A glance through them
impresses one with what this editor feels is an enormous amount of
genealogical information. Readers of this issue should not over-
look this lode. How do I know what’s there, you ask. I offer these
suggestions:

1. Avail yourself of either the bound Quarterly Full Name
Index for 1971-1987 or the microfilm reels (set of 2) from Novem-
ber 1960 (first issue) to November 1990. The microfilms reproduce
the entire issues. These are available from AGS Publications, P.O.
Box 1507, Austin TX 78767-1507 for $30 each or $50 for both, in-
cluding tax and handling. Remittance should be by check.

2. Readers in the Austin area can find entire sets of the
Quarterly at either the Texas State Library, Genealogy Collection,
or the Austin History Center. There are a number of libraries and
genealogy societies on our exchange mailing list; if you live
elsewhere you should check your local holdings source for copies.

his being a new year, you may wish to glance at the inside
front cover (opposite this page) to note the names of officers
and directors for 1995. We have a very good group working and hope
to bring the Society lots of value for the cost of membership:
monthly meetings and interesting programs; frequent workshops in
conjunction with the Texas State Library, a popular Seminar each
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August (see below); the monthly newsletter, and this Quarterly.
The nice thing about genealogy is that it transcends all of the
barriers which tend to isolate and stereotype us. To this end, we
continue to solicit new membership. If you are not a member as you
read this, why not join? Don’t feel it necessary to be asked or to
have to contact anyone personally. On the inside back cover of
this issue, the second and third paragraphs give you all the in-
formation you need. You can join by mail; we don’t need an appli-
cation form--just your name, address, phone number and a check to
AGS for the appropriate amount as indicated. You can join any
time, not just at the first of the year. And we welcome new mem-
bers and guests at every meeting.

(:)ne benefit if you join before early May: you can get 2 or 4
pages in the June Quarterly for the purpose of publicizing your
own genealogy. All members are reminded that the June issue is the
Ancestor issue; please send your material to 4500 Hyridge Drive,
Austin 78759-8054 before 10 May. Please review the instructions in
the lower part of the inside back cover so we don’t have to edit
your data beyond your liking (and ours).

“ _for it means much to share with relatives the same memories of ancestors—
Bicero

The Editor

R AR RARASEARARRAARARARAARRAASAARALALARARALARALS AR RS LSS AL S S S A

1995 AGS Amual Seminar
The AGS Annual Seminar will be held Saturday, 5 August 1995 at the Terrace, Austin. The speaker
will be Desmond Walls Allen, well-known author, publisher of Arkansas genealogical resource
materials and past president of Arkansas Genealogical Society. Additional information and an
application blank will appear in the June Quarterly.

R AR R R R AR ARARARARRARARARRARRRARRAIRLAAIARARARALIAARAALAL AL LS ARARRLAARRS SARAS A A

Quoted from the AGS Quarterly, Vol. XVI, No. 2 (June 1975)

the closet that a researcher discovered, and hence did not enfoliate that branch any further! ¢
I ascribed a more prosaic symbolism to the branch: a member of the family died childless.
But, to be more optimistic, we could consider it a branch whose twigs may leaf out next
spring. Here’s hoping there will be no dead-end branches on your family tree!
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Reprint of First Page of Initial Issue of Austin Genealogical Society Quarterly
(November 1960)

AUSTIN GENEALOGY SOCIETY QUARTERLY
(What Shall We Name It%)

Vol I, Fo. 1 Nov., 1960

Published by the Educatlon & Publicity Committee of Austin Genealogy Society
. of Austin, Travis County, Texas

Austin Genealogy Socilety--crganized spring, l960--governed by a Board of Twenty
Directors--a non-profit organization dedicated to coilecting, exchanging and
publishing genealogicel material for the benefit of histcrians & genealogists.
Meetings once a month in Austin as ennounced by bulletins. Visitors welcome.

Present officers: Mr. Robert E. Lee, Tixas Statve Library--president; Mr. John A.
Gracy, 1502 Lorraine-~vice president; Mrs. David C. Gracy, 2509 Harris Boulevard
--gecretary-treasurer; Mrs. J. T. Springfield, 2110 Ric Grande--parliementarian.

Present committee chalrmen: Mrs. H. R. Gentry, 3311 Clearview Ave.--membership;
Mr. Robt. H. Folmar, 140l Gaston Ave.--financs; Mrs. Rey H. Morris, 3224 Windsor
Road--program; Mrs. Chas. A. Walker, 3108 Cherrywocd Road--education & publicity.

Current charter membership is 125. First out-cf-etat: member was Miss Ida Carrie
Seale, The Cottage, Bay Pines, Florida. Member %_L_’:'_(_ was Mrs. Fiascher Osburnm,
5212 Berkman Drive (Texams Archives libravian). Mrs. Ludie J. Cemp of 52U West
Hopkins St., San Marcos, Texas, and Mrs. Richard R, Smith, III, of Box 210,
Georgetown, Texas, are handling membership in those arsas for Mre. Gentry.

There will be KO December meeting. Charter memberszhip deadiine of 31 Dec. 1960--
dues $1.00. Beginning 1 Jen. 1961, dues of $3.0Q for 1961 are paysble; and ell
memherships during a year are retroactive ta 1 Jan.--quarterlies for that year
will be mailed to the new member. Back issues may cost $1.00 per issue; this
Nov., 1960, issue will NOT be inaluded with 1961 dues. (harter members receive
this issue with 2 five-generation pedigree charts. Fill each chart, as much as
You can (Type or print or write LEGIBLY); keep cne coupy as your duplicate and
rush the other back to AGS for filing. st iisted will he alphebetized
for the entire charver membership, kayed & charter member rcster; and pub-
lished with the roster in the planned Feb. yusrterly, 1961, for distributicn to
1961 members, genealogical sccieties & JuaT & livraries. PLEASE, we can
NOT list your ancestors in this exchange 1F WE CANNOT READ YOUR CHART.

The secretary-treasurer has recelved the specially-printed AGS stationery for
any members wh¢ wanted It--a cowplete set of 100 envelopes, 100 letterheads,
plus 100 plain sheets costs only $3.50--<Iirst come, first served.

We proudly anncunces The Vestry of Aastin's «ld St. David's Church has voted
AGS permission to publish their old records. The first 10 years should be pre-
pared and ready for publicetion beginning this spring, 1961.

Plans for 1961: (1) The Jan. meeting on techniques in genealogy (2) The Feb.
roster & exchange edition (3) Possible publication of U. 8. census of 1860
Travis County, for sale this Civil War Centennial Year (4) Three other quarter-
lies (ca. May, Sept, Nov-Dec), indexed the end of 1961 (5) One progrem per
month on sources, areas, equipment--of genealogical research ( Query section
if we can afford it (7) Copying by experienced, volunteer members of material
for publication (8) Compilation of a bibliography card file of material owned
by members who will lend it or consult it for other members.

o T KRS A ML R
SO R REBAREBURERI D R RN 4 AL DRI RSB RSN RS R e o e
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HAPPY HUNTING GROUND
Queries are free. Send your proofread information to Phoebe Simpson, 1421 Elm
Brook Drive, Austin TX 78758-2245; (512-836-5531). Cutoff date is the 10th of
the month preceding the month of publication. Include at least one first name, date
and place per query. Please use names of months and the two capital letters for
states. Letters may be edited to our format.

(Welcome to Phoebe, our new Queries Editor. As you can see below, she’s off to a great start! Ed.)

DAVIDSON /EIDSON /LUSK /OLDHARM /fSMITH /TANDY Searching for parents & siblings of MERRILL
JOSEPH SMITH, b. 12 April 1802, AL/GA, d. 14 Feb. 1860, in Hallettsville, Lavaca Co. TX. Lived in Rankin
Co. MS, & Carroll Co. MS, m. 8 May 1827, SUSAN LUSK, daughter of SUSANNAH DAVIDSON & THOMAS
LUSK. Children married into these families: OLDHAM, EIDSON, TANDY, & PARIS SMITH. Can anyone
help? Many of us have searched for his parents for years!. Elizabeth Smith Burden, 202 Sheffieid Pl., San
Antonio TX 78213

@@ @ @@ @D @@ @ @@ @@ DD D@D @D @@ D@

ANDERSON /DINGESS /SIMMS /SMITH Seeking EZEKIEL SMITH, b. 19 Oct 1781, VA, son of HANNAH
SIMMS & ISAAC SMITH of New River, m. 4 Feb 1802, Montgomery Co. VA, SUSANNAH DINGESS, b. 9 May
1774, dtr of MARY ANDERSON & PETER DINGESS. Their children were: PARIS, PETER DINGESS,
FRENCH, CHARLES ANDERSON & dtr GERTRUDE that remained in VA. They came to TX during the
Republic & settled in Seguin where they are buried in the Riverside Cemetery. EZEKIEL was the oldest man
on the Mier Expedition. Would like any info on this family & would like to hear from other family members.
Elizabeth Smith Burden, 202 Sheffield Pl., San Antonio TX 78213

@D @@ @@ D@D @@ D@D @@ DD @D GG

ALSTON AMYOOTERN Would like to contact the families of MARTHA WOOTEN & JAMES J (JEFFERIES?)
YANCEY ALSTON. Martha was the second wife whom he married 15 Dec 1848, in Marengo Co. AL where
they lived. James was born in Elbert Co. GA, 20 Sept 1805. Elizabeth Smith Burden, 202 Sheffield Pl, San
Antonio TX 78213

ALSTON /CHAMBERS Did JAMES J. YANCEY ALSTON take his first wife, MARY A. R. CHAMBERS &
family to TX and return to Marengo Co. AL alone? Was he ever in TX? Their last child, my great-
grandmother, SARAH LAURA CORNELIA ALSTON, was born in Marengo Co. AL 15 Mar 1835, & was only
a baby when found in Bastrop Co. TX with her mother, siblings & aunt, CHRISTIAN ALSTON. Elizabeth
Smith Burden, 202 Sheffield PI., San Antonio TX 78213

CHAMBERS /ALSTON What happened to THOMAS CHAMBERS after leaving Elbert Co. GA? He left his
children with family following the death of his wife, ca 1825, SARAH ALSTON, dtr of Lt. Col. Wii. ALSTON.
Elizabeth Smith Burden, 202 Sheffield Pl., San Antonio TX 78213

@@ @@ @@ @@ @ @ @@ @@ D D@D @D @@ @D
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CHRISTMUS /PANTER /PAINTER Would like to have information from any source on THEOPHILUS
HENRY CHRISTMUS & his first wife, CYNTHIA AMANDA ELIZABETH PANTER/PAINTER. They came
through Birmingham, Jefferson Co. AL in 1857, where he was mentioned in the Baptist & Methodist papers.
Having been a Baptist minister, he left them & became a minister for the Methodist' Episcopal Church South
& returned to the Baptist faith in TX. They were from Rutherford Co. NC. Elizabeth Smith Burden, 202
Sheffield Pl., San Antonio TX 78213

@@ @@ DD DDA DD D@D DD D D@ @@ D

CUTCHSHAW Searhing for confirmed record of g-g-grandmother’s death. Name: LEUEMMA (EMMA)
CUNNINGHAM CUTCHSHAW. Moved to Dallas TX in 1906. Born in 1875; her death most likely occurred
between 1920 and 1960. Sherry Glesy, 624 5th Street, Verona PA 15147-2512

DD DD DD D DD D@D DD DD DD DD DD

CARTER /MATHEWS /NANCE Seek information re my g-g-grandmother ELIZA JANE CARTER, b 3 Jan
1861 in Denton City (Denton) TX, dtr of LAFAYETTE CARTER who died in the Civil War. Her mother was
possibly part Cherokee. After she was orphaned, she was raised by a BOB MATHEWS. She married
THOMAS JEFFERSON NANCE (from KY) on 11 Oct 1876. First child MARY NEVADA NANCE was b. In
Travis Co TX 7 Oct 1879. Did she marry in Travis Co? Other children: SARAH LUVIANA NANCE (29 Nov.
1880-28 May 1919), WILLIAM CLEVELAND NANCE (12 Oct 1884-8 Apr 1911), ALICE LEE NANCE (28 Nov
1887-10 Nov 1911), THOMAS CARLYLE NANCE (10 Sept 1890-14 Mar 1962), and BERTHA ANN NANCE
(28 July 1900-12 Jan 1992). Brenna E. Waggoner, 280 Avenida Caballeros, #268, Palm Springs CA
92262 (619-325-7563)

DD @@ D@D @D @D D@ @@ @D D@D D@D @D @@

BILES /DUNKIN(?) /HANCOCK Seeking info on RACHEL FRANCES (FANNY) BILES, b. ca 1861, Hays Co.
TX, d. ca 1883 in ranch house fire, Hays Co. TX. Father, WILLIAM BILES, d. 11 Dec 1882, Hays Co. TX.
Mother BARBARA DUNKIN(?) BILES. Rachel m. 3 May 1877, Hays Co. TX, WILLIAM ALLEN (WILL)
HANCOCK, b. 7 Mar. 1855, Bastrop Co. TX, d. 24 Apr. 1928, Corpus Christi, Nueces Co. TX. Father JOHN
BENJAMIN HANCOCK, mother SARAH FRANCES HANCOCK HANCOCK. Children JENNY HANCOCK, b.
ca 1879, Hays Co. TX, d. ca 1883, Hays Co. TX w/mother in ranch fire; possible second child. 1.) Where and
when was RACHEL FRANCES BILES born? 2.) Who were her siblings? 3.) Where and when did she die?
4.) Where is she buried? Bob Harris, 7 Ancient Bend, San Antonio TX 78248

D@D @@ DD DD @D P @@ DD D@D @ @@ @D

HANCOCK /AYRES /McCUISTION /THOMPSON Interested in WILLIAM L. HANCOCK, b. June 1839,
Bastrop Co. TX, d. 2 Apr 1916, Travis Co. TX. Father WILLIAM RYAN HANCOCK b. 1807 in VA, d. Sept
1852, Bastrop Co. TX. Mother MARTHA AYRES. WILLIAM L. m. prior to 1871, #1(?) b. TN? Children:
WILLIAM L. HANCOCK, Jr.,b. TX ca 1871, and WALTER HANCOCK, b. TX ca 1873. WILLIAM L. m. 17 Apr
1877, Austin TX, #2; SUSAN A. McCUISTION, b. 1 June 1846, Paris, Lamar Co. TX, d. 10 May 1931,
Manchaca, Travis Co. TX. b. Live Oak/McCuistion Cemetery, Manchaca, Travis Co. TX. Father JOHN
JORDAN McCUISTION b. 19 Aug 1824, TN, d. 25 May 1900, TX. Mother REBECCA THOMPSON b. 25 Oct
1825, VA, d. 20 Apr 1879, TX. Children MYRTLE HANCOCK b. ca 1878, and female child HANCOCK b. ca
1880. 1.) Where was WILLIAM L. HANCOCK buried? 2.) Who is the mother of the WILLIAM L. HANCOCK
children b. 1871 & 18737 3.) Also seeking info on the two sons and two dtrs. 4.) When and where was
MARTHA AYRES born? 5.) When/where did MARTHA AYRES HANCOCK die, and where is she buried?
Bob Harris, 7 Ancient Bend, San Antonio TX 78248

DD D@D D@D D@D D@D D@D DD D@D @D @ @D

ELY Am interested in obtaining obituary or any other information on ELIAS C. ELY who d. 14 Aug. 1896 in
Austin TX Old Soldiers’ Home. Roberta Ele Yates, 36634 SE Tracy Rd., Estacada OR 97023-9537
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grandfather HUGH LAWSON BEAM, b. 1890's, Austin, Travis Co. TX. Parents were HUGH LAWSON BEAM
& MARTHA DAVIDSON. Her parents were ANDREW . DAVIDSON & MARTHA ELIZABETH BURDITT.
Martha's older sister LAVINIA DAVIDSON m. JOHN EATON CAMPBELL. Their dtr., MAGGIE CAMPBELL,
m. ROBERT EMMETT WHITE. Another sister of Martha Davidson m. WADE SMITH, saloon owner, Austin, in
1890's. Family tie to JOSEPH ROWE, early Del Valle Grant settler. Joseph's ist wife was LAVINIA
BURDITT. He later married MRS. EMILY DAVIS. My grandmother, MARY FLORENCE [ ] BEAM is now 105!
Nancy Beam Pexa, 12805 Portland Avenue South, Burnsvifle MN 55337

PGP @D DD @GP @GO DD D @D @@

GLENN /BROWN Looking for info on JOSEPH B. GLENN who lived near Enterprise, Haskell Co. OK ca
1892. Joseph's daughter m. ODIE WILLIAM (O.B.) BROWN there. The Browns and Glenns lived in Latimer
Co., Choctaw Nation Township 5 North, Range 17 East, Degnan Township 1900-1910 and possibly north of
Wilburton OK later. In 1920, they were in Pittsburg Co. OK. Dortha Fitzjarrell, P.O. Box 6727, Fort Smith
AR 72906

@@ @ @@ D@D @@ @ @ @D @@ @@ @D @ @D D@ @D

cCUTCHEO TER /HART {Rogers) [Update on Query in Nov. 1994 AGS Quarterly]: Looking for info
on MATTIE CLEMENCY (CLEMMA) McCUTCHEON, b. 1877, Callisburg, Cooke Co. TX. She m. C.E.
PORTER 17 Sept 1895 in Cooke Co. She was in Austin Insane Asylum 1900 thru>Feb. 1904. Parents were
JOHN THOMAS McCUTCHEON, b. 1844, Franklin Co. TN, d. 29 May 1907, Callisburg, Cooke Co. TX, and
MARGARET ARTELIA HART, b.1850, TX, d. ca 1898, Callisburg, Cooke Co. TX. I've placed family sheets in
vertical files in Genealogy Collection, Texas State Library. Trying to find work dore by Mrs. Roy L. (Ruth)
Rogers on the McCutcheon family. Tessy B. McHillan, 1006 SE 4th St., Bentonville AR 72712

D@ @D @@ @@ D@ @ @@ @D @@ @D D@ @D

COKER /JAMES /GARDNER Looking for WILLIAM L. COKER, entisted 11 Jul 1861, Yellville AR, m. MARY
E. JAMES, 1861/2, AR. Mary was on 1860 Census Sugar Loaf TWP, Marion Co. AR where they married.
WILLIAM deserted 20 Jan 1862; living in Old Greer Co., TX (now OK; see story below. —-Ed)). Had sons JAMES
LEE COKER, b. 25 Jan 1863 and MATT L. COKER, twin; and dir PARALEE E. COKER, b. 27 Apr. 1865.
James Lee Coker was I. in Summerfield, Parmer Co. TX 1920-33 w/wife MATILDA C. [LINA] COKER, also
poss. son, JAMES ROY COKER, James Lee was my g.-grandfather; he also had step-father ALLEN
KENDRICK GARDNER. Gewn Lundry, P.O. Box 494, it. Hope KS

@@ D@ @ D@D @ @@ D@D @ @D @D @@ DD @@

PESHAZO /JENKINS /GAMBLE /ANDERSON Looking for b. info on ADELINE OPHELIA (ADDIE)
DESHAZO, b. 25 Jan 1880, Aquilla, Hill Co. TX (fmly claims Waco); m. license for WILLIAM EDWIN
DESHAZO & ELIZABETH JENKINS ca 1879-81, Bosque Co. TX; d.J/obit. on ADELINE ELIZABETH
GAMBLE DESHAZO, |. in Aquilla, Hill Co. TX in 1905. Also obits on EDMOND PIERCE ANDERSONM, d. 6 Apr
1893, and SARAH MARGARET JENKINS ANDERSON, d. 1 Jan 1918, both in May,:Brown Co. TX. Judith A.
Knitter, 200 Salmonberry Court, Crescent City CA 95531

GROURCDRRCLRORELRRBLVERTRRV LRV R BB ERRERBRE
THE STORY OF OLD GREER COUNTY, TEXAS

The story of Old Greer County is worth expanding on for Texas/Oklahoma genealogists. It seems that in 1860 the Texas Legislature provided for
the formation of Greer County in an area of the Texas Panhandle immediately west of the 100th meridian. Texas interpreted the location of the meridian
based on a map referenced in the 1819 Adams-Ofis treaty establishing the boundary between the United States and Spanish territory. The Civil War kept the
county from being developed to any extent until the 1880's. By then, the U.S. Government, based on more recent survey data, claimed the |00th meridian lay
90-100 miles farther west than Texas claimed, and thus “Greer County, Texas” was actually part of Indian Territory. The matter was argued and litigated
over between the Federal and State governments until 1896, when the U3, Supreme Court finally ruled in favor of the Federal government, and the county
passed into Indian Territory. It wasn't until 1930 that the exact and correct survey location of the 100th meridian was accepted by the Supreme Court, Texas
and the by-then State of Oklahoma. We presume from looking at a current Oklahoma map that this domain was split into several counties including Greer
County, OX This information is valuable for anyone trying to trace families in this part of the country in the period 1860-1900. (Information taken from the
Handbook of Texas, Yol. I, p. 730). The Editor
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ROGUES’ GALLERY, ANYONE?

Immediate past Quarterly Editor Helen Rugeley may have retired from this editorship, but pot from the profession of genealogy. She has any
number of projects either completed or underway. One which the current Editor feels needs publicizing is an intriguing if not unique way of
displaying family portraits so as to capitalize on the genealogical significance of each picture. Following is a view of Helen displaying a
genealogical portrait board on a wall of her home here in Austin. '

Photo by Tamara Baldwin

| would try to tell you about how this came about but gladly defer to her; what follows is a description in her words of this interesting project:

Most of us genealogists have a box of family pictures that we proudly bring out io show to visiting cousins,
grandchildren, et. al. The portraits may include daguerreotypes, tintypes, cartes de visite, studio photos, class pictures,
reunion groups, newspaper clippings--all kinds and sizes of “likenesses.” Hopefully, each subject is identified by name and
date, or we’ll be embarrassed to have to admit that we’ve forgotten who some of these hidden-away ancestors were.

When that happened to me, I decided to bring at least my direct ancestors out into the light of day, and prodeeeded
to construct what I laughingly call my Rogues’ Gallery. I had a sheet of plywood cut to fit the space over the three file
cabinets in my study. After careful measuring, my friendly carpenter inserted toggle pins at the proper spots in six horizontal
lines, each consisting of one generation. (After that, each picture is only approximately in position, since my ceiling is not
a hundred feet high!) On those pins hang the portraits of my ancestors, be they revered or rascally, in similar four-by-five-
inch brass frames. (I wish I had bought more at a time, for the dime store changed the pattern every year or s0.)

1 acquired my pictures in various ways; by inheritance, by trading with relatives, by gift, by purchasing a book (for
50¢ at a garage sale I got a shabby old history book with Emperor Charlemagne as the fromtispiece), and one by vandalism!
I cut his portrait out of the memorial book compiled right after the death of one maternal great-grandfather. Don’t be so
shocked; I had three of the booklets, and I replaced the picture almost unnoticeably in the most weatherbeaten copy.

One of my pictures is not actually a portrait buit merely part of the cover of a paperback,, a well-known painting
entitled “Pilgrims Going to Church” in Plymouth Colony. I chose the most prominent couple to represent my ancestors, Elder
William Brewster and wife, and the Fox Company made the cutout into a “family portrait.” They skillfully enlarged or
reduced to the desired size all the pictures I sent them.
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I am deeply indebted to a generous correspondent whom I have never ment, but who sent me a color photo of a
framied oil portrait he found on the stone windowsill of a Scottish church. The subject was our mutual ancestor, the Rev.
George Gillespie (1613-1648) of Kirkaldy.

The point is, however you can locate an ancestral portrmt, borrow it, have it copied to the desired size, and return
a print with the original to the owner.

Back to the way I arranged my pictures, if you’re interested. Of course, you may devise a much better plan and |
hope you will describe it to the readers of Austin Genealogical Society Quarterly.

In the center of the bottom line is plump little Helen at the age of two. Some viewers are shocked to see that she
has only one leg hanging off the edge of the bench, but I assure them that the photographer thought it was artistic to pose
me sitting on one leg!

In each generation a subject is centered under the portraits of his parents in the line above. As you face the wall,
the paternal line is on your left, which is the dexter side: in heraldry the position of a charge on the shield is figured from the
right arm of the man carrying it (hence the word dexterous), not from the observer’s viewpoint.

That puts the maternal line in the “sinister” position, but, as far as I know, my only female ancestor who might be
considered sinister is my “Black Widow Spider” great-great-grandmother who outlived five husbands.

Of my four grandparents, my mother’s beautiful mother died before I was born, but I had the joy of knowing the
other three from 15 to 31 years, and have pictures of them at several stages of life.

I have likenesses of only seven of my great-grandparents. The missing man was drowned in the collision of two
steamboats, the America and the United States, on the Ohio River. He was a true hero, for afler the explosion he gave his
place on a drifting door to an unknown lady, so I wish all the more that I had his picture in the line with that of one of my
mother’s grandfathers, who was killed in the Civil War. He looks so handsome and dedicated to “The Cause”, in his
Confederate officer’s uniform.

This line includes a maternal great-grandmother whom I knew and loved well into my teens. She had come to Texas
in a horse-drawn hack when she was just a child, and I loved to listen to her tales of pioneer days and the Civil War. She was
my (present) size and lived to be 92, so I hope I have inherited her longevity genes as welit My collection includes pictures
of her at various ages.

Nine of my great-greats grace my wall, among whom are (1) Henry Raguet who was an early patriot of Texas and
a great friend of Sam Houston who courted his daughter Anna for a time; (2) Dr. David Franklin Brown who was in the 1840
Plum Creek Fight near Lockhart; (3) Col. Amasa Turner who was a captain at San Jacinto and thereafter referred to Sam
Houston only as “that man™; and (4) Toby-jug lookalike John Calvin Batchelor, a stone mason who helped build the locks
on the Erie Canal. Afterwards, he was absent (job-hunting) so long that his wife divorced him on the presumption of
desertion--the preface to her marrying career! The story of their ultimate reunion is well-nigh incredible.

Two of the ladies in this line wear demure white caps, but in one of my daguerreotypes of the spirited Nancy Louisa
referred to above, she has an unbecoming hat perched above her defiant face! I'm happy to say that I have eight of the wives
in this generation. When I have framed more than one picture of an ancestor, I have placed the extras down the sides of the
ancestor chart per se. For example, in this generation are fine etchings of a young couple facing each other, plus a painting
of him in his later years, done by one of those itinerant artists who came to stay for an extended period while he painted
members of the family.

The portrait of my Harwood great-great-grandfather was obtained in a roundabout way. | was writing a book in
which Archibald Roane Harwood (1786-1837) played the leading role, so, via several long-distance calls, my older daughter
persuaded a newspaper photographer to go to another county and take a picture of his portrait that hangs on a courtrcom wall
in Virginia. The result is a typical Beau Brummell wearing high collar and cravat almost up to the curved sideburns and
spitcurls surrounding his face. [Lord Byron wrote that the prototype George Bryan Brummell (1778-1840 was not a fop but
dressed “with exquisite propriety.”] Unfortunately, the painter gave Arch a mean little mouth, utterly contrary to the generous
nature revealed in his journal.

This is where my luck ran out: I have been able to find a picture of only one 3-great-grandfather, Joseph Brown
who (1) was captured by Indians; (2) under Andrew Jackson in the War of 1812 was able to recover the property those
Indians had confiscated; and (3) became a Cumberland Presbyterian preacher in his old age. Lack of space necessitated
lumping the rest of my pictures together, regardless of generations.

Descent of our Blount line from Charlemagne is far from proven to my satisfaction, but I have read that Cecil Blount
DeMille commissioned Helen Prescott to trace the origin of his middle name in England. Her findings vary somewhat from
those of other genealogists, but in some, a line meanders from the famed emperor to William the Conqueror. Brothers
William and Robert le Blount/Le Blond were captains under him at the Battle of Hastings, and from one of them our North
Carolina Blounts descended. (William le Blunt’s number on my ahnentafel is 35,651,600, but I have not figured how many
greats he is from me.)

As for my aforementioned Pilgrim ancestors whom I discovered rather recently: The reason they are my ancestors
is that their granddaughter married a John Turner whose brother (called Young Son John or John Jr. in records) was my 7-
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great-grandfather. Several generations later, descendants of the two Johns married and thus produced my Brewster genes.

'I‘hesta’n]yhandsomeRev Gearge Gillespie referred to above was my 7-great- grandfather the 2-great- gmndfather
of the boy who spent two years in Indian captivity.

Next comes an imaginative sketch of George Durant (1632-1692) drawn for the Perquimans County Histarical
Society of North Carolina. He was famed for having received the first [later proved to be the second] land grant from Indians
in that area, showing that he did not just take their land. George was my 7-great in the paternal line.

Next in order of birth was my 6-great-grandmother, Katherine Griffin (1664/5-1728). Her white face topped by
a Queen Elizabeth coiffure looms out at us from a very dark background. Katherine married William Fauntleroy and had
many descendants named Griffin.

Last but far from least in my collection ofrogues revolutionaries and “reverends” is a portrait of Henry Wynkoop
(1736-1816) painted by Rembrandt Peale. He was in a militia company in the American Revolution, a member of the First
U.S. Congress, and later a judge, but my 4-great-grandfather’s newspaper obituary consisted of only about 20 words--Why?
(Many biographical articles about hin have been published since then.)

I have described my plan thus minutely not to glorify my ancestorsbuttosuggatonewaythat}nucanmakethmr
ancestors more interesting to your grandchildren. Why not start revealing your family photogmphs and then describe what
you have done for the readers of Austin Genealogical Society Quarterly?

Below is a picture of one of my families. Guess what relationship they are to me! The answer is at the bottom of
the next page.

Heden H. Riugeley

Htvondiihde Dlits

Page 9










































