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Comments 

CONCLUSION OF ANNOTATED 1850 FEDERAL CENSUS 

We are pleased to be able in this issue to conclude the series on the annotated Travis County, Texas, 
Federal Census for 1850 as prepared by the late Barbara and Jerry Goudreau. This series began in 
September 1995 and covers all 423 families in that census. The material has been reproduced exactly 
as prepared by Barbara and Jerry and contains many inimitable comments by Barbara as she went 
along. In particular, please note her summary paragraph immediately following the last family. Both 
Barbara and Jerry died earlier this year, and she left us with a most fitting epitaph for their work: 
“Enjoy the project. ” 

We have and will. Thank you, Barbara and Jerry, for your presence among us and the boundless 
generosity of your time and talents. Further comments concerning this material may be found on 
Page 134. 

THE CENSUS TAKER REVISITED 

Member Margaret Wallace has sent us a copy of a beautiful adaptation of the “Night before 
Christmas” poem, relating it to the Federal Census material we genealogists virtually live with. She 
doesn’t know the authorship; if anyone does, please let her or the Editor know. Since it deals so 
feelingly with this subject we thought it would be appropriate to include it as a sort of epilogue to the 
work of the Goudreaus. Please take time to read it on Page 165 immediately following the conclusion 
of their work. 

(Continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

CONCERNING THE TEXAS STATE LIBRARY 

One has only to drive past the State Library on San Jacinto these days to realize that the State is continuing 
to throw up buildings almost everywhere, and we know more are being planned, including a new State 
Museum building somewhere in the area. All this is bound to impact the Library, and the AGS Board wants 
to assure the impact will be positive. On the next page you will find a message from our president, John 
Miller, bringing you a lot of current information about the Library as well as other matters of interest. Please 
read it. 
John has done amagnificentjob in maintaining a good line of communication with State authorities to assure 
that the Genealogy Collection doesn’t end up short-changed by all the bustle. His appointment of Clarice 
Neal as liaison to the Library is particularly timely. No one has been better through the years than Clarice 
in working with the Library staff through her book acquisitions and countless other ways. They know her 
and know she has the best interests of the Collection at heart. Thanks to John and Clarice for carrying the 
burden of these efforts for the Society. 

HISTORY OF MILAM COUNTY WAR DEAD BEING WRITTEN 

Information has been received from Lynn Kay Shuffield of Houston that she is working on a project entitled 
“Milam County, Texas: List of Honor - Individuals Who Have Given Their Lives in the Defense of their 
Countryfrom World War I through Vietnam.” She is researching US.. military and naval records on each 
servicemadwoman from Milam County who died while in these conflicts. 

Shuffield believes this is the first such project in the State and wants to preserve as much information on 
these individuals as possible, both as a memorial and as a service to future scholars. Families and other 
people are invited to provide information, including photos, military records, newspaper articles and 
obituaries, letters and other documents. There will be no charge to any family for this purpose. 

Anyone knowing family members or is interested is asked to contact Shuflield at 713-692-451 1, or at P.O. 
Box 16604, Houston, TX 77222; her e-mail address is Friday@argohouston.com. An Internet web page is 
at www.geocities.com/Athens/Academy/2670/. 

a 

ARTICLES FOR QUARTERLY SOLICITED 

With the conclusion in this issue of the 1850 Census compilation, we are once again interested in securing 
genealogical or family history material for publication in forthcoming quarters, from members and non- 
members alike. The material should hopefully relate in some way to Texas or the Austin area and emphasize 
people and their relationships as much as or more than events. Pictures and graphics are welcome as well. 
Cost of publication will usually rule out material which is too voluminous; no more than six or eight pages 
at best. We reserve the right to decide whether or when to publish any matter which is sent to us. The 
Quarterly acts only as a vehicle by which the submitter publicizes their material, and assumes no 
responsibility for content; accuracy and legal considerations including copyright are the complete 
responsibility of the contributor. 

Please let us hear from you. 

The Editor 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK 

Austin Genealogical Society is three fourths through 1998 and it is a good year for the Society. Marilyn 
Hensley, Second VP has brought excellent programs. Kelly Barnhill, 1998 Seminar Chair organized and 
presented a successful seminar, both content and financially. Marilyn Henley and Jean Shroyer have 
been appointed co-chairs for the 1999 Seminar which will be held August 21, 1999. Membership stands 
at 260. We participate in a Quarterly exchange program with 137 other societies which further enriches 
the Genealogy Collection. We have a comfortable bank balance of approximately $5,000. To date in 
1998, we have received acknowledgment letters from the Library for 47 volumes of genealogical material. 

1. There have been two instances of genealogy collections being given to the Society from estates of 
former members. Appropriate items from these estates were given to the Texas State Library-Genealogy 
Collection. Other material was sold with the proceeds being used to buy additional books for the Library. 
Plan Ahead for the preservation/disposition of your genealogy material. If not in your will, then written 
instructions to your executor. 

2. A new initiative with the Texas State Library and Archives was undertaken in May concerning the 
genealogy collection. There were concerns by the AGS Board which they felt needed to be addressed. 
The Board requested me to write the Library about these concerns. This was followed-up in June with 
Clarice Neal and I meeting with the Library management. It was a positive meeting. Principal points 
discussed were: 

Facilities-A feasibility study is undeway for a new library and archives building which, if 
favorable, would be presented to the 1999 Legislature. If funded, it miaht be completed in a couple of 
years. It would include more space for genealogy, new equipment, additional staffing, better security 
procedures. Input would be solicited from AGS. 

Security--Security gates were in process. They have since been installed. Desks have been 
rearranged adjacent to the gates. 

Staffing-Genealogy is fully staffed. A Volunteer Coordinator position for Library and Archives 
will be requested in '99-'00 budget. It might give AGS more opportunities to help. 

Parking--Parking spaces in the Capitol Complex are subject to political pressures so no 
additional curb parking is likely. The Visitor's parking garage at 15th and San Jacinto is available. A new 
visitor's pay parking garage is under construction immediately east of the Library and Archives Building. 
A Jan. '99 completion is the target. 

Budget-Library and Archives funding has been reduced over the past ten years. This has 
affected book and CD acquisitions, preservation and repair, equipment, indexes, and computer terminals. 
Clarice offered ideas for a "wish list", a friends of the Library program and UT's document preservation 
program for help. 

AGSlLibrary relationship--Establish a liaison from AGS to the Library for input and comm- 
unications. Clarice Neal was subsequently designated as AGS Liaison. 

Image-The significance of having a first class genealogy library and its impact on tourism was 
acknowledged. 
Additional AGS involvement may be appropriate when the Legislature convenes. 

3. At the July Board meeting, the proposed 1999 City of Austin budget cut for the Austin History Center 
was discussed. The Board again requested me to write a letter on behalf of the Society, this time to the 
City about our concerns and the impact if the cuts were implemented. The letter was subsequently written 
to the Mayor, members of the Council and the City Manager pointing out the value of the Center to Austin, 
culturally, historically, financially and genealogically. I received a positive response from the Mayor. 
Through the efforts of many, the proposed staffing cuts are expected to be restored. 

Thanks to the Board for their work this year. A special thank you to Juanita Dodgen and the Hospitality 
Group for the warm greetings visitors and members receive. Let us hear from you with your suggestions 
and concerns. 

$hn 6 m, President 
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Book Review 

Pace Society of America Bulletins, Volume 1, compiled by Freda Reid Turner. Library of Congress Catalog 
Card Number 98-60478. Hardcover, ISBN Number 1-8883793-29-7. Distributed by Dianne Pace, 600 Olive Street, 
Jasper, TX 75951; phone 409-384-7258. Price $35 + $2.50 postage and handling. Printed May 1998 by Wolfe 
Publishing, Fernandina Beach, FL 32035. 

Contents .Dedication - Text . Index page 395. Addenda 427-84. Maps, charts, drawings, photographs, census 
data, lists of 1820 Pace marriages, family traditions and wanderings, family charts. Beautiful gold embossing on front 
cover portrays “family trees” of various shapes. Hard-bound; 6” x 9”; 484 pages; typewriter font. 

This is a compilation of 55 Bulletins issued by Pace Society of America since 1967, allowing interested people 
to examine the choice parts of previous publications. Connected family names include Anderson, Baugh, Boykin, 
Brown, Cab, Cason, Cox, Davis, Dudley, East, Garner, Goggins, Haymes, Hughes, Jackson, Johnson, Lee, 
MacockMaycock, Newsome, Rainwater, Nunn, Powell, Rogers, Saunders, Shelton, Smith, Stroud, Thompson, Walker, 
Waters, West, Whitehead, Williams, Woodliefe, and Wright. 

The history of the founding of the Pace Society of America in 1963 is interesting, tracing the family back into 
England, with many ‘‘It is believed,” “probably,” and “He must have” -which is better, of course, than asserting as fact 
something that cannot be proven! The early history of “Paces Paines,” a family plantation, was based on data furnished 
by James D. Kornwolf, Professor of Architectural History at William and Mary College in Virginia. A few other 
sources are named in the front matter. 

must 
from 

There are many helpful items in the book, but they do not show up in the front matter by name, so the reader 
hunt for them page by page. Awaiting discovery are “personal experiences, tales grandma told, the family moving 
place to place, well known associates of the Pace family, wars, national riots, economic panics, land lottery and 

land speculation, all experienced by our Pace forebears depicting what life was really like during the early years in the 
development of this country and while moving west.” The dedicated family seeker will enjoy the full search, and 
excuse the occasional slip-up in the page numbers. 

Ms. Tumer has already started working on Volume I1 of the Pace Society Bulletins and expects to have it 
ready for distribution in May 1999. Her address is 559 Jeny Steele Lane, McDonough, GA 30253. 

Austin Genealogical Society is grateful to the Pace Society of America for the contribution of this abundant 
source of reference for a fine old family. It will be placed in the Genealogy Collection of Texas State Library and 
Archives in Austin, for the edification and gratitude of its patrons. 
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Publication Available 

The Diary of Sofie Marie Zedler edited and compiled by Donald L. Zedler. Printed by Moms Publishing, 
Kearny, NE 68847. Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 98-91713, ISBN 1-57502-895-6. Soft Cover, 5 % x 8 
% in., 386 pp., Acknowledgements, Table of Contents, Photos. $15.00, available from editor, 9500 Ramblewood, 
Austin TX 78748 

USAF Col. Donald L. Zedler (ret) graciously permitted this Quarterly to print two excerpts of the diary of his 
grandmother, Sofie Marie (Thuem) Zedler in the September and November, 1992 issues. Donald and his sister had 
fortuitously rescued some 2700 loose pages of this journal, written in German, in the old family home in Ottine, 
Gonzales County, Texas. He secured the services of Dr. Jack Dabbs and Dr. Edward Breitenkamp of Texas A & M 
University to translate the handwritten material, quite a job in itself. He has now published in book form this engaging 
account of life and living in small South Texas communities from Yorktown to Ottine in the years 1906-1937. Sofie 
Marie died in 1948 and is buried in Luling. 

Because the Quarterly published the diary excerpts, this article does not purport to review the book. Donald 
has kindly sent AGS a copy of the publication which will be placed in the Texas State Library, where all may read and 
enjoy it. As noted above, additional copies are available from Col. Zedler. 

posterity. 
Many thanks to Donald for his and his sister’s many efforts to assure this literary gem has been saved for 

SOURCES FOR GERMAN GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 
AT THE LDS FAMILY HISTORY CENTER 

When you don’t know the exact location in Germany: 

Death Certificates/Obituaries 
Naturalization Records 
County/City Histories 
Passenger Lists 
Church Records/ Tombs tones 
U.S. Censuses 
Genealogical/ Historical Societies 
Internet Genealogy 
International Genealogical Index (IGI) 
Ancestral File 
Social Security Death Index 
Surname Catalog 

When you know the exact location in Germany: 

Locality Catalog 
Surname Catalog 
International Genealogical Index (IGI) 
Ancestral File 

---From the Family History Center 
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PRESERVING YOUR ORAIL HISTORY 
bY 

Juanita Dodgen 

Lecture given on February 24, 1998 before the Austin Genealogical Society. 
(For bibliography of references, see the last page.) 

I was born in a very small town in southern Iowa--the eldest of four children. My father was a preacher and we lived in a number 

of small Iowa towns. When the banks failed in 1929, we were in Prairie City. Dad was earning $1800 a YEAR and eventually the 
church could not pay even that amount and they were forced to cut his salary in half. Realizing that survival on $900 a year was 
problematic, even with a parsonage furnished-we moved to Des Moines where Dad made a living managing a meat market. He 

also preached on Sundays at Waukee-for $5.00 a week. After three years in Des Moines, Dad returned to full time preaching in 
Bedford, another small Iowa town-very near to where I was born-although I did not realize that at the time. Dad was to serve two 

churches--and the parsonage he was offered had no indoor bathroom. Dad insisted on that addition before he would agree to 

move. We always had a big garden, cows to milk, and chickens. When the farmers needed help with the butchering, they called on 
Dad--and gave him those cuts of meat that the farmers didn’t want. I ate lots of tongue-and still love tongue--and liver. (1 didn’t 

like the hearts and Mother never cooked the brains.) 

I started to school in Prairie City-entering the first grade the day I was five--and when we moved to Des Moines in the middle of 

that year, their system put me in the second grade. Three years later, because Bedford had no fifth grade starting in the middle of 
the conventional school year, I had to repeat the last of the fourth grade--and I hated that!!! 

When I was ready for the ninth grade, we moved to Austin, Minnesota--a comparatively large city--Dad earned $50 a week--the 

most he earned as a preacher post-war, and we bought our own house--for $4000. When the war began, Dad enlisted as a 
Chaplain--and remained in the military for the rest of his career. In 1943 Mother moved us to Algona., Iowa, to be near her 
parents. She taught eight grades at a country school and preached on Sundays. I helped her with the family--and graduated from 

e High School in 1944. 

After he had completed his first overseas duty-in the Aleutians--Dad was sent to Bergstrom as Base Chaplain. I was in Drake 

University by that time, but transferred to the University of Texas and joined the family in Austin, TX, January 1945. My parents 
purchased a house at 51st and Avenue F. on the north edge of town. We had our garden, chickens and our cow--as usual. Just 

north of us was a small airport--Doe Hale’s--and you could see all the way to Mount Bonnell without obstruction. (Anyone here 

who remembers the Austin of 1945?)--I found in my father’s files, a copy of a letter he had written to his brother detailing the 

move to Texas and the new home and environment. I have donated a copy of the letter to the Austin History Center. They were 
thrilled to obtain such a description of the Austin of over 50 years ago. 

By August of 1946 I was married. Dad and the family went off to an assignment in Denver and my husband, Cal, and I shared the 
house with my grandmother, and a young preacher--his wife and young son. One bathroom, one kitchen!! 

What a year!!!! But we survived. Five children, nine grandchildren, and four great grandchildren later, here we are. We lived after 
retirement in 1985 in a lake cabin which my father purchased in the 1950’s-and after the latest flood, we moved to a condo in 

Lakeway. 

And that-my friends-is “Oral History.” Behind every one of the preceding statements is a world of adventure. 

As most of you know, I am not a professional genealogist-I’m a High School English teacher. I graduated from the University of 

Texas--finally-in 1954 when I was pregnant with my fifth child. 1 never used my degree in Zoology and Chemistry, but in the late 

60’s I earned a Master’s degree from UTA--my thesis is on a Shakespearean play--and after that I felt better about teaching Senior 

English. 

My husband and I began in the 1970’s to research the name Dodgen. We discovered--through research--that the Dodgens all 

seemed to be descended from one William Dodgen who came to Virginia from England in the mid 1700’s. We located a 
professional writer of Historical novels who was also researching her branch of the Dodgen family. Mary Dodgen Few was my 

husband’s fourth cousin, once removed. Ten years later “we” published THE DODGEN STORY. The “we” eventually included a 
a 
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dozen or so major researchers-each working on his or her own line and sending Mary the data. The 750 copies of that book which 

were published are all in the hands of Dodgens or in libraries across the country. And Mary Dodgen Few has died. Because Mary 

was a writer of historical novels, THE DODGEN STORY has the flavor of oral history-and if you have ever known another 

Dodgen, I can probably locate that individual in our book and tell you how he or she is related to my husband. 

Time now for me to move on to new family lines. Research on my Midwestern lines, which go back to the colonial period, is 

dramatically different from the Dodgen research which centered in the South and Southwest after 1750. 

The memory of a living person, usually the first oral history source consulted, but the most fragile and transitory of all 

genealogical sources, has drawn a great deal of attention in the last fifteen years or so with the advent of the professionally 

prepared and preserved oral history. Many of you have read TRUE WOMEN. [Show the pedigree chart inside the cover.] This 

novel is popular partly because the characters were real people who knew and interacted with actual figures from Texas history. 

Relatively speaking, we have plenty of time to search for the distant past, but preserving the more recent past, the last 80 to 100 

years, should take place while the best sources are available: the family member and friends who experienced those years, who 

knew the great- or great-great-grandparents, who can relate a treasury of family stories and describe the family homes and 

weddings-and the birthday and Christmas celebrations. 

Most families extended to include cousins, have one or more elders who remember rather clearly events of the early twentieth 

century and who knew family members whose lives--and the stories they told-reached back to the mid-nineteenth century. No 
amount of library research can duplicate or replace what these people can tell us. Even our own generation has lived what many 

students consider rather ancient history. They find it hard to believe that life existed without television, computers, or air- 

conditioning, just as some of us wonder at the “way it was” before cars or electricity. As an essential part of our oral history 

project, we ought to record, as part of our family history, our own reminiscences and reactions to what happened around us. 

Currently I am working on--among other things--a story of the various houses we lived in--and the cars we owned (32 so far! !) 

and our boats. 

If it is to have meaning, family history cannot be separated from the nation’s history and culture. Therefore, to give our family 

history perspective as well as interest, we must eventually try to put the family into the past available in no other way; yet much 

time, effort and money are wasted when oral interviews are conducted without adequate preparation. 

Finding the family is, of course, the first step. As we all know, genealogy is a fascinating, rather addictive hobby which quite 

naturally begins at home. Like working ajigsaw puzzle, it can involve one person or the entire family. My husband and I almost 
always have a jigsaw puzzle “going” and when the family gets together at the home of our elder son, such a puzzle is often 

featured. Everyone enjoys working at evaluating and testing to fit pieces together and all get pleasure and satisfaction as more and 

more pieces fit into place. 

I like to compare the process of genealogical research to putting together the easily recognized straight-edged pieces of the jigsaw 

puzzle first to form the frame and then trying the other pieces to find where they belong. In genealogy the straight-edged pieces 

are the most recent names, dates and stories that we know from personal experience-or can recognize easily. Once those are 

recorded, we have some framework from which to look for more, and in which to fit “missing pieces” as we find them. 

The middle of the puzzle is divided into families, some of which “fall into place” more quickly and easily than others. Working 

backward in time, or toward the middle of the puzzle, the family historian may complete some sections of the puzzle but never 

really finish the whole-and never really want the task to be completely done. 

Oral sources, where available, are possibly the most important sources, but your research must not be limited to such, even if your 

subject is living. Nothing of much importance will happen unless you do your research. But remember that research could go on 

indefinitely and you would not have the answer to every question. At some point you must stop collecting data and start 

organizing it. 

Family folklore and genealogy differ in that folklore considers t h e w  as important as the information it conveys; while in 

genealogy we are concerned mainly with factual information. 

In conducting an oral interview for genealogical purposes, you can easily see what data you already have and what you still need 
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by using our three basic tools--the pedigree chart, the family chart and the research calendar. The pedigree chart provides an 

organized picture of the generations of an individual’s ancestors that can be understood at a glance-and extended indefinitely. 

The second essential tool--the family group sheet--fills in the brothers and sisters of the direct ancestor. Ideally you should create 

a family group sheet for each head of a household on the pedigree chart. If you number each family group sheet to correspond to 
the pedigree chart, you can quickly locate the extended information on an individual. (And YES, you can do your record keeping 

on a computer.) 

The third record keeping device-the research calendar-should list the sources consulted--in our study tonight these sources are 

d -  
peoJ&. 

If you are going to record meaningful family history, decide beforehand just what type of work you wish to do. There are 

obviously a variety of possibilities and you must decide what yourfocus must be before you embark. You may have decided to 

begin with an autobiography. A great place to start!!! Focus on one project. One year I wrote each of my five children a narrative 

of the day of their birth, and sent it to each of them on his or her birthday. At present I am recording my husband’s oral 

reminiscences of his four years in the Marines--before I knew him. We are using the photos in a little album which has survived 
the years to stimulate his memory. I can type into the computer as he speaks-not because I am so fast--but because he is pulling 
his story from memory where the events have been stored for over 50 years. 

In the early 80’s my brother used to visit our father every Tuesday evening. As they chatted, Don tape-recorded Dad’s 

reminiscences-and later published THINGS M y  DADDY USED TO SAY. [Show the book and read the chapter titles.] The book 
was created by typing verbatim what Dad said, collecting a few pictures, and taking it all to a professional printer. The book badly 

needs editing and we have considered a second edition, but have not done that yet. 

Oral history is everywhere--to be able to cope with the enormity of the job, you must find a focus that allows you to begin. 

You may decide to write a life sketch of a specific ancestor, or perhaps a historical portrait of a couple. Another possibility is to 

compile the history of a specific nuclear family. Such may not be significantly different in content from the historical portrait of a 
husband and wife. The approach, however, may be different. In the portrait you would zero in on the couple--keeping the focus on 
them--with the children coming and going--as children will!!! A more ambitious focus is the history of an extended family. You 
might consider doing a history of one (of your two) sets of grandparents and their descendants. (At this point genealogical study 
becomes a must.) However you might like to get a little experience with a less demanding project first. 

Family history is family business. Let everyone in the family know you are working on such a story. After you have jotted down 
all you can remember and dug out the old photos that remind you of aunts, uncles, and cousins you haven’t though of in years, 

drop them a note or give them a call. Ask if they know whether anyone is working on the story of the family-and whether a family 

history has been written or a genealogy published. Someone may have a family history that has been privately printed or perhaps a 

hand-written record done by a great aunt who was inspired by the Centennial. If you find any kind of written family history, you 
have someplace to start. Read the introduction, check the index, if indeed there is one, and then go through the whole book. 
Family histories vary in accuracy, but in any case, it is easier to have something to check than to start fkom scratch. [Show the 

KRUM history.1 

Another way to collect information is to send out a form letter to all your known relatives. This approach will give you names of 

relatives you may not have known you had and may identify other members of the family who are also collecting information. In 
addition, you may wish to enclose a partially filled-out family group sheet and request that the relative fill in whatever blank 
spaces he or she can. Write a cover letter introducing yourself and authenticating your project. Personalize your letter so that it 
will not be immediately discarded. On a separate page, ask the questions you would like to have answered with room for people to 

fill in the information. This technique makes it much easier for them. Whatever makes it easier will increase the chance of getting 

an answer. Include a long envelope with a stamp and your address already on it. This self-addressed, stamped envelope is often 

abbreviated SASE. Always send the SASE. 

Keep copies of all the letters you write and a correspondence log, You want a clear record of the folks you have contacted AND of 

their response. If you need to send a second letter of reminder, you want to have your facts and dates straight. 
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by using our three basic tools--the pedigree chart, the family chart and the research calendar. The pedigree chart provides an 

organized picture of the generations of an individual’s ancestors that can be understood at a glance-and extended indefinitely. 

The second essential tool--the family group sheet--fills in the brothers and sisters of the direct ancestor. Ideally you should create 

a family group sheet for each head of a household on the pedigree chart. If you number each family group sheet to correspond to 

the pedigree chart, you can quickly locate the extended information on an individual. (And YES, you can do your record keeping 

on a computer.) 

The third record keeping device--the research calendar--should list the sources consulted--in our study tonight these sources are 

peoDle. 

If you are going to record meaningful family history, decide beforehand just what type of work you wish to do. There are 

obviously a variety of possibilities and you must decide what yourfocus must be before you embark. You may have decided to 

begin with an autobiography, A great place to start!!! Focus on one project. One year I wrote each of my five children a narrative 

of the day of their birth, and sent it to each of them on his or her birthday. At present I am recording my husband’s oral 

reminiscences of his four years in the Marines--before I knew him. We are using the photos in a little album which has survived 

the years to stimulate his memory. I can type into the computer as he speaks--not because I am so fast-but because he is pulling 

his story from memory where the events have been stored for over 50 years. 

In the early 80’s my brother used to visit our father every Tuesday evening. As they chatted, Don tape-recorded Dad’s 

reminiscences--and later published THINGS MY DADDY USED TO SAY. [Show the book and read the chapter titles.] The book 

was created by typing verbatim what Dad said, collecting a few pictures, and taking it all to a professional printer. The book badly 

needs editing and we have considered a second edition, but have not done that yet. 

Oral history is everywhere--to be able to cope with the enormity of the job, you must find a focus that allows you to begin. 

You may decide to write a life sketch of a specific ancestor, or perhaps a historical portrait of a couple. Another possibility is to 

compile the history of a specific nuclear family. Such may not be significantly different in content from the historical portrait of a 

husband and wife. The approach, however, may be different. In the portrait you would zero in on the couple--keeping the focus on 

them--with the children coming and going--as children will!!! A more ambitious focus is the history of an extended family. You 
might consider doing a history of one (of your two) sets of grandparents and their descendants. (At this point genealogical study 

becomes a must.) However you might like to get a little experience with a less demanding project first. 

Family history is family business. Let everyone in the family know you are working on such a story. After you have jotted down 

all you can remember and dug out the old photos that remind you of aunts, uncles, and cousins you haven’t though of in years, 

drop them a note or give them a call. Ask if they know whether anyone is working on the story of the family--and whether a family 

history has been written or a genealogy published. Someone may have a family history that has been privately printed or perhaps a 

hand-written record done by a great aunt who was inspired by the Centennial. If you find any kind of written family history, you 

have someplace to start. Read the introduction, check the index, if indeed there is one, and then go through the whole book. 

Family histories vary in accuracy, but in any case, it is easier to have something to check than to start from scratch. [Show the 
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Another way to collect information is to send out a form letter to all your known relatives. This approach will give you names of 

relatives you may not have known you had and may identify other members of the family who are also collecting information. In 

addition, you may wish to enclose a partially filled-out family group sheet and request that the relative fill in whatever blank 

spaces he or she can. Write a cover letter introducing yourself and authenticating your project. Personalize your letter so that it 

will not be immediately discarded. On a separate page, ask the questions you would like to have answered with room for people to 

fill in the information. This technique makes it much easier for them. Whatever makes it easier will increase the chance of getting 

an answer. Include a long envelope with a stamp and your address already on it. This self-addressed, stamped envelope is often 

abbreviated SASE. Always send the SASE. 

Keep copies of all the letters you write and a correspondence log. You want a clear record of the folks you have contacted AND of 
their response. If you need to send a second letter of reminder, you want to have your facts and dates straight. 
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