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-We can hear if we listen the words they impart 
through their blood in our veins and their voice in our heart 

- Unknown 

Com men ts 

THIS IS OUR ANNUAL ANCESTOR LISTING ISSUE 

June has rolled around again and we are happy to present starting on Page 60 the submissions of 
12 AGS members who have elected to share some of their genealogical or family information with us. 
Many thanks are due these persons for preparing their material and essentially making it printer-ready. 
We are grateful for this thoughtfulness; it eases our job to a great extent. We’ve said this before-the 
technological revolution caused by computers has made almost all of us much more capable of 
preparing, presenting and communicating information than we could have dreamed even a decade ago. 
We can complain about some of the poorer aspects of the revolution but this would appear to be a benefit 
we can all enjoy. Thanks again to the submitters. 

PLEASE DON’T FORGET OUR AGS SEMINAR ON SATURDAY’ 21 AUGUST 

AGS is gearing up to have a great annual Seminar on Saturday, 21 August, at Highland Park 
Baptist Church, starting at 8:OO a.m. Our featured speaker is Myra Vanderpool Gormley. She is one of 
the best known and widely recognized genealogists in the entire country and we are fortunate and 
privileged to have engaged her. We are also receiving commitments from a number of vendors who will 
have offerings of much interest to the genealogical public. 

A copy of the application is being mailed to all members; however, for your convenience we are 
reproducing the flyer on Page 97 and the application on a separate Page 99 in this issue. We encourage 
early pre-registration. Above all, we want you to come even if you decide only at the last moment; you 
will be welcome in any case. 

The Editor joins the Board of Directors of AGS in extending deep and heartfelt sympathy to 
First Vice President Lillian Ramirez, her husband Oswaldo and their entire family 

in the recent death of their daughter Mary Elizabeth Ramirez Ling. 
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Book Review 

Past Hmperfes; How tracing your family medical history can save your life by Carol Daus; 
printed by Santa Monica Press LLC, P.O. Box 116, Santa Monica CA90406, 1-800-784-9553; 0 1999; 

Contents, appendices, no index. 
$12.95 plus $3.00 SRrH (CA res. add 8.25%); order from printer; Flex cover, 5 '/z x 8 ?4 in.; 240 pp; v 

This little manual will be of interest particularly to those concerned with genetic illnesses in their 
family. While not detailed (a medical disclaimer is found on the copyright page) and in no sense intended 
to be a final authority on genetic diseases, it can serve as an excellent starting point for anyone who is not 
familiar with genealogical research procedures and finds themselves needing to know more of genetic 
diseases and any diseases, for that matter, that may involve genetic factors. As medical science moves into 
the next century such factors are becoming increasingly recognized as a key element in the inception of 
many ailments. The book has just been published and appears to be quite up-to-date to a reviewer with 
limited genetic expertise. 

The author's credentials are not identified in the book, which is regrettable; when dealing with life 
and its quality one needs to feel some identity with the information source; this problem is magnified by the 
lack of any bibliography. This may be a minor flaw since most of the content involves what information to 
look for and where to look for it, rather than interpretation. A fairly extensive medical glossary is included, 
again without reference, and this is where second-sourcing is probably most advisable. 

Some of the chapters include Government Sources, Religious and Funeral Records, Libraries and 
Archives, and Seeking Professional Help. A seasoned genealogist will find little that is new in these pages, 
but the information can be helpful to beginners. There is valuable address information in the appendices: 
Appendix A lists National Archives and Branches; Appendix B covers Vital Records sources by state; 
Appendix C addresses Libraries with Excellent Genealogical Collections; Appendix D lists Genealogical 
and Historical Societies (including, incidentally, AGS); and Appendix E references National Genetic 
Volunteer Organizations. These data can be helpful to any of us doing general genealogy; certainly they 
would be valuable to a non-genealogist having to develop family history information. 

Within the limitations mentioned above this publication can prove valuable as a startup aid in f&nily 
genealogy for both the person needing genetic family information and anyone just wanting to start doing 
some genealogy and not quite knowing how to go about it. The review copy of the book will be given to the 
Texas State Library for general patron use. 
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HAPPY HUNTING GROUND 
Send your proofread information to Lorrie F. Henderson, 5722 Highland Hills Drive, 
AustinTX78731-4244,(512-451-2312).. Cutoffdateisthe 1Othofthemonthpreceding 
the month of publication. Include at least one first name, date and place per query. 
Please use names of months and the two capital letters for states. Letters may be edited 
to our format. Queries are free but if a reply is desired, we would appreciate your 
including a SASE. We would also request receiving IOc/page plus postage or a modest 
donation upon receipt of a reply. 
Note: Editorial comments, if any, are in italics. 

MOORE Searching for the Obituary or other information re: SUSAN (MRS GEORGE FLEMMING) 
MOORE who d. Austin or Waco, TX 7 March 1893, ggg-grandmother of inquirer, Catherine S. 
Westbrook, 1244 High School Rd NE, Bainbridge [s] WA 98110; email <kands@nwlink.com; 
or fax; (206)780-8267. 

KORNS/BR€€DLOVE/HAY Searching for records on JACOB and L l U l E  KERR HAY and her 
four brothers to obtain membership in The Society of Civil War Families of Ohio. Jacob b. 7 July 
1839, Holmes Co., OH; s/o SIMON & SUSAN KORNS HAY; d. 25 July 1922; buried Oakwood 
Cemetery Annex, Austin, TX; m. Liuie [BREEDLOVE?/KERR?]. Liuie b. 15 June 1857; d. 27 Nov 
1944; buried Oakwood Cemetery Annex, Austin, Travis Co., TX. [Inquirer gives Jacob's y o b. as 
1839; Oakwood Cemetery record says 1843.1 Jacob and Liuie had 7 children; two were Rozel 
Brown & Vance Winner. Jacob was a Mason. He served with the Union in the Civil War. Mildred 
Tuttle Anshutz, 246 Coulter Street, Creston, OH 44217. 

SlMS Seeking information on CAPTAIN/COLONEL SAMUEL W. SIMS, gg-grandfather of inquirer, 
who participated in the TX War for Independence, serving under the colorful JACK HAYS for 
whom Hays Co., TX was named. Sims b. 1816, St. Genevieve, Missouri; d. Rich Hill, Missouri 18 
Jan 1903, m. JULIA J. ? (she b. 1822, Tennessee); they had 8 children. Sims moved to TX as a 
young man, and fought in many battles and locations, continued fighting after war. [More details 
found in "Citizens of The Republic of Texas," found in Genealogical Collection, Texas State 
Library.] Was a landowner in Bastrop Co., TX. Patricia M. Woodson, 7929 NW 79th Place, 
Kansas City, MO 64152. 

[The following listing comes by strange coincidence on the heels of one by the same name, and apparently 
same exact family as in the March 1999 AGSQ! -Editor] 

KUTSCHEROUSKW KUCH€ROSKY/ BUNCH/ GRULICK Doing a genealogy project on 
grandmother, BENA KUTSCHEROUSKY, b. 17 March, 1880 [wrongly reported in March issue as 
1810 as noted by AGSQ ed.], Austin, Travis Co., TX; d. 14 April 1951, buried Mt. View Cemetery, 
San Bernardino, CA. Parents: AUGUSTINE KUTSCHEROUSKY said to be immigrant to TX from 
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Bohemia, 81 TESSA or TRESSA ? possibly b. ca 1843, Austria. 1920 US Census lists a Tessa 
Kutscherousky living w/dtr & son-in-law W N GRULBCK, Archer Co. , TX. Bena m. (WM)HENRY 
BUNCH ca 1898, had 5 sons before 1910 in TX (one was father of inquirer). Subsequently m. 
brother-in-law JOHN IRVEN BUNCH and had 5 children; all her children deceased. Although b. 
in TX, Bena was illiterate and spoke broken English; therefore she could not contribute to statistical 
info personally, and inquirer gives many surname spelling variations. Marie Bunch Kantos, 1725 - 
13'h Avenue SE, St Claud, MN 56304; pR (320)255-0002; email: macgrandma@loveamac.com 

I 

O'BR/€N/ DAVIS/ GARDENHIRE Want to know more about g-grandmother MARGARET J 
("MAGGIE") DAVIS O'BRIEN and her two youngest children, placed for adoption after her death 
from childbirth complications in Feb. 1894. G-grandfather JAMES O'BRIEN m. 1) LAURA 
JAMESON, 2)Maggie (as stated), 3) LINDA SHOCKLEY. Little else known of him other than he 
came from Ireland, and d. in a wagonyard in Marble Falls, TX after 1900; where buried? Maggie 
is buried in the Masonic Cemetery in Johnson City, TX. Her mother was MARY ? and when she 
was widowed (?) she next m. GEORGE GORDON GARDENHIRE, and had two children, JOHN 
and SALLY. Inquirer's grandfather, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN O'BRIEN and his sibs refused to 
discuss the adoption of those two youngest children, but inquirer has court records. One of the 
children was named VWIEN O'BRIEN, but family lost track of her after 191 0. Her brothers and a 
sister erected a headstone for their mother, Maggie, after they were grown. Inquirer seeks an 
obituary of Maggie in an effort to find out more about her. Cheryl O'Brien, 7105 Speer, 
AMARILLO, TX, 99124-5745; ph (806) 353-8463. 

COxiHUDG€NS/CQOK(el Seeking info on ISMELCOX b. abt. 1808 SC who d. in TX aft. 1870 
(where?). He m. ELIZABETH HUDGENS b. SC, in Jackson Co., AL, then moved to Wood Co., 
TX by 1850's. Their daughter, DELOeAW ELIZABETH COX b. 1838 AL mar. 1860 in Wood Co., 
TX to SAMUEL L. COOK(E). The COX and COOK(E) families moved to Erath Co., TX and Mills 
Co., TX by 1870s. DELILAH (COX) COOK(E) is buried at Rocksprings Cemetery in Mills Co., TX. 
If you connect to these lines, contact Mrs. Jean Shsoyer, 5808 Van Winkle Ln., Austini TX 
78739-1 668 or email: TXJEAN@aol.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SHROY€fUCOOK Seeking connections to the lineage of CYRUS B. SHROYER who was b. ca. 
1815-20 possibly in JL or OH who m. a woman of Indian extraction (MAGGIE WHITEHORSE) of 
OK? His son, GEO. WASH. SHROYER was b. 1844 IL, m. EFFIE COOK, b. 1861 , dtr of NATHAN 
HALE COOK (Cherokee/Osage tribe?). Family resided in 1880 Census in Oswego Co., KS then 
moved to Pueblo, CO. G.W. SHROYER hauled freight across Indian Territory in OK during 1870's 
to 1880's. He d. in Pueblo, CO due to a fallen tree and was buried in KS. These SHROYERs relate 
to the early SHROVERI SCHROYERl SCHEURER who settled in 1750's in PA around Bucks Co. 
Wish to hear from any SHROYEW SCHEURER connections of PA, OH, IN, IL, KS, CO or TX. 
Contact Mrs. Jean Shroyer, 5808 Van Winkle bn., Austin, TX 987394668 or email: 
PXJEAN@aol.com 

l5Vwi.e 9il&YE 3tendmm 
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Words from Austin’s Past 

Member Anne Darden Gilbert, who lives in Seattle, 
has graciously suggested Quarterly material from time to 
time, and we thank her a lot. Last month she sent us a copy 
of a letter essay handwritten by her grandmother in or 
around 1937 concerning her chddhood experiences and 
impressions in Austin in the 1870’s. The letter is both 
fascinating and informative and is certainly of historical as 
well as genealogical interest since she mentions many names 
and events. It is seven pages in length. Since the copies are 
not that  legible we have elected to transcribe the contents 
for you readers, with apologies to Anne if we misinterpreted 
any words in so doing. A copy of the first page of the written 
letter, plus Anne’s note are hereon; the transcription follows 
beginning on the next page. 

Thanks again, Anne, for your generosity. 
Ed. 

Austin, Texas 
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AUSTIN 

Austin, Texas 

Mrs. Adamson has asked me to tell about Austin our capital city-so called City 
of the Hills-Violet Crown 

As I have only been to Austin a few times in the past 30 years I really 
know very little of the present days, only to me it is the dearest and most 

The old saying is as we grow old our memory goes backward so if you will 
pardon me I will give a few recollections which may be of passing interest to 
some, as you can see that I am no writer so please overlook errors-ring the bell 
if too long. 

I was a small child when my father was elected State Comptroller in 1873 
and installed in office with Gov. Coke and other state officials in Jan. 1874. 

It was the first Democratic Administration after the War between the 
States, and the Rep. Gov. Davis was determined to hold his office he called his 
Militia but our dear Confederates were there also, tho not in uniform, and 
serious trouble would have been, had Pres. Grant not wired Gov. Davis to retire 
which he did. Of course I was too young to understand about this until later. 

The Comptroller's and Treas. Dept-Gov. F.R. Lubbock, Treas-were in one 
building about south of where the East wing of the present Capitol now stands-The 
Supreme Ct. bldg was near the west wing of present Capitol as well as I can 
remember. The old Capitol was farther south with three terraces in front. An 
Alamo monument on the front porch made of the stones of the Alamo-After the fire 
my Father found one of the stones and gave it to the Daughters of the Republic 
and is now in the Museum at Austin. I think the bldg was of sandstone. My brother 
& I loved to play around the grounds and when no one in view take a slide down 
the banisters in the Capitol. As I remember the Gov. office was on the ground 
floor. I thought Gov. Coke was very dignified. Mrs. Coke was very small and 
rather of an invalid. My sisters often were invited to spend several days with 
her, especially when any "Governor Levees" were given which were enjoyed, they 
are now called Receptions. We then lived in the country north of what is now Camp 
Mabry . 

In those days there was little formality. Once every month a State official 
would have all the others to noon dinner and spend the afternoon having a good 
time. Gov. Hubbard was very stout or fat and jovial-Once a country man came, to 
see him and was rather in awe of being in a Governor's presence until the Gov. 
danced him a jig. 

The old Sam Houston stage, a celebrated one in the early days was a great 
treat to ride in, my Aunt and cousins would come out to see us and we would all 
take a ride-a relative had charge of the stage yard. 

When my Mother and sisters called at the Mansion I would amuse myself by 
sliding the banisters, my favorite amusement. 

The Lunatic Asylum was only one building then-- the north bldg for worst 
men patients being built later. The Supt & head Physician Dr. Wallace and family 
of Waco were friends of ours and as they had a lovely daughter it was a great 
social place to visit, Miss Sue and my Sister were great friends, also Anna Belle 
and I as we were of the same age. Once a month "Patient" dances were given those 
well enough to attend and visitors were invited. I often danced with them. Anna 
Belle and I would some times eat dinner in the patients dining room for a change, 
nurses were all. ways present. The building was three ( 3 )  stories and grand 
banisters to slide. Mrs. Wallace caught us one time and threatened to spank us 
as it was dangerous for little children. 

One old man called himself Napoleon, his coat was in colors and medals and 
stayed at the Gate with the gate keeper to greet the visitors. Many buildings are 
now over the enlarged grounds and cover our old play houses in the flower beds. 

beautiful place in the state to live. 3 

0 

Page 52 



AGS Quarterly Volume XXXX, Number 2 (June 1999) Austin, Texas 

The Deaf & Dumb and Blind Institutes are new buildings and much larger. The 
Blind is now north of the Lunatic Asylum. Col. Rip Ford the old Confederate Scout 
was the Sup't of the Deaf & Dumb Inst. during Gov. Ireland's Administration. He 
had two daughters, of course we were all friends and many good times we had. 

When the old Capitol was burned on a week day West Austin Grade School was 
closed for the day. One of the boys said oh, it is only the old Capitol, and we 
all went to watch the fire. Many valuable records and paintings were burned, a 
great loss was the painting "Gen. Lee ad the Battle of the Wilderness" by 
McArdle. A temporary Capitol was built on Congress Ave and gth St. and used while 
the new one was being built. Lovely homes have now been built west of the Capitol 
and north of the Gov. Mansion. I attended Mrs. Riley's school who was later [dean 
of the U-?I 

The new Capitol was built of red granite from Burnet Co. -called Granite Mt . 
where you could hardly miss it afterwards. Three friends of ours owned the Mt. 
and was pait $300,000.00. Col. N.L. Norton, Dr. Westfall and the contractors were 
given $3,000,000 worth of Texas land. 

We lived 3 blocks north of the Capitol and from our 2nd story we could see 
the entire structure from foundation to finish and hear the negroes and workmen 
singing and giving orders. A gala affair when it was dedicated. A State Drill 
Celebration for several days was given and visitors and State military Co. s from 
over the U.S. were there for the grand celebration. One of the invitations is in 
the Hall of Sate, Dallas. 

The old families I knew as a child have passed away, one I will mention was 
Dr. Graham's family, a relative of our Mrs. Evans, her niece, Dodie Alford and 
I were children [together]. 

The University Campus now was then called Univ. Hill and was open space and 
a roadway. Our home then was on the road to the old State Fair Grounds now Hyde 
Park and the present home of the Pres. Of the Univ. It was also not far from the 
Lunatic Asylum and Anna Bell Wallace would come through the Asylum Park to ride 
to school with us in a spring wagon, my brother driving. We were on the back seat 
one morning when we ant the seat tumbled out-Brother missed our chatter, looked 
back and saw us in the middle of the road on Univ. Hill. We were not hurt, so 
dried our tears and went on to school. 

The opening of the Univ. was another great event with not many students and 
one Main bldg which is now raised [razed?] and a handsome new one in its place. 

Dr. Dabney was the first Pres. with a core of fine Professors. The present 
campus is enlarged and has many handsome bldgs. We old timers do not recognize 
it as the same where we walked and gathered blue bonnets. Thousands of gir1s"and 
boys have now graduated there with honors and professions, and we old timers have 
our memories of the old days. 

Major Littlefield left his handsome home to the Univ. for the President's 
home but the present President prefers his modest home in North Austin saying it 
was too large and the upkeep too much. 

There are not many well known historical places in Austin but places of 
interest. The old French Embassy has been the Robertson homestead for years. 

Elizabeth Ney Studio is a most interesting place to visit. Miss Ney moved 
to Austin years ago, a lado of exceptional ability in sculpture-like many other 
artists she had her peculiarities always dressing in her Artist's gown. When 
taking her wa1ks"at night the Negroes thought her a ghost. 

Will Porter, nom de plume 0 Henry, came to Austin from Carolina when about 
grown. He was quiet humorist(?) and published a small paper along those lines. 
He had a lovely voice and sang in a Quartet of home boys. He was also in the Land 
Office, caricatures(?) and witty writings were found later. His trouble came when 
employed in a Bank, his friends never thought him guilty but was made the goat 
by older employees. He married a dear sweet girl who died with a broken heart. 

Austin has furnished many prominent men, four being Texas Univ. first year 
graduates T.W. Gregory, Albert Burleson, A.W. Houston, and R.L. Batts in Pres. 
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Wilson's cabinet. Col. E.M. House was Pres. Wilson's confident friend and 
advisor, all friends of ours. 

Austin was never considered a business center, as Capitals seldom are, but 
a lovely social and home city. Telephones have reduced the old time sociability. 

The old Camp Meeting grounds at Fiskville is of the forgotten past except 
by old church members. 

The State Cemetery is located on a slope of the hill in the Western(sic1 
part of the City and has been much enlarged and improved of late years. The 

are buried, many being brought from over the State where they have lain for many 
years and monuments erected by the State. 

Barton Springs and Creek with pecan groves was one of the favorite picnic 
places, now much changed and (-?I think the old mill is gone. 

Bee Springs another favorite and lovely picnic spot where Maidenhair and 
Mother ferns covered the rock walls in abundance. This place was submerged when 
the Colorado Dam was built. 

The Austin Dam was built at a great expense but unfortunately not a 
success , leakage under the Dam was often repaired and finally after several years 
a big rise in the Colorado river it was washed away. 

While three Regattas were given and excursions enjoyed up the river for 30 
miles, beautiful views and many called a miniature Hudson River. 

Over the hills and far away are many lovely drives and picnics, those 
chiefly are in the Mts. as we always called them, Turkey Foot, Bull Creek, and 
Mt. Bonnell. At many points here and there you see the river winding at the foot 
of the mts. What was rough country then has now been built up with lovely homes. 
Our state Pres. Mrs. Hal Sevier has a beautiful home near Mt. Bonnell, the early 
romantic spot of Austin. The story goes, an Indian maiden leaped over the Mt. 
caused from a lover's quarrel and the place was called Lover' s Leap. A tree there 
was covered with visitors' initials which has since died. 

From Mt. Bonnell are lovely views of Austin, the river and sunsets. 
Visitors who are unable to ride to these beautiful places I advise them to go to 
the top of the Capitol Dome and view the surrounding country of the Mts. and 
farming districts. 

I have overlooked the Mens' and Wornens' Confederate Home. The Womens' is 
of recent date and built by the State and located in N. Austin. The Confederate 
Home (Mens') was built years ago and situated on W. 6th St near the Dam where it 
has lovely views of the river and mts. A small group of patriotic Southern men 
organized and started interest forthe home, others paid local contributions. The 
State finished it. 

The old Land Office situated in the eastern part of the Capitol grounds is 
an imposing building, looks like a castle. It was built about 1848 and has held 
quite a history of State records. When the new Land Office was built this 
building was given to the Dau. of the Tex Republic and Dau. of Confederacy for 
Museums. They are very interesting and well worth many visits. 

The old Mitchell property and handsome old home was on the road to the Fair 
Grounds-the family bbrial plot was in the front yard. It changed owners several 
times. Judge A.W. Terrell was one, he being a son-in-law. The property now is a 
restricted residence section called the Aldridge place. 

grounds are lovely with beautiful flowers and walks where our illustrious Texans 5 

Ann Darden Brown Auger 
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"KENTUCKY COLONELS" AND OTHER MALAPROPISMS* 

0 On a wall of the courtroom of King and Queen County, Virginia, hangs a marble plaque bearing the 
names of Captain William Harwood, Major Christopher Harwood, and Captain Archibald Roane 
Harwood, among others. In a Memorial Booklet honoring his son (Thomas Moore Harwood), A.R. 
Harwood was promoted to Colonel. 

7 We genealogists take great pride in having ancestors who achieved high rank of some sort, but those titles 
are sometimes found to be inappropriate! 

An application for membership in the Daughters of the American Revolution was returned to my aunt 
with Major Christopher Harwood reduced to Private; the military records in the National Archives 
informed me that the highest rank attained by Archibald R. Harwoad was sergeant-major in the War of 
1812. 

Many Confederate veterans gained the title Colonel by sheer longevity -- they were respected and 
honored by their fellow citizens, who could give them little in the way of pensions. My grandfather, an 
attorney, was often addressed as Judge in his latter years, although he had never presided over a court. 
Such veneration is fine, but we should not take titles too literally until we have confirmed them, lest we 
be told to go to the bottom of the table. 

What really annoys me is calling someone "General Bigghed" because he is attorney general. In this case, 
.general" is an adjective, not a noun. He is the highest-ranking attorney of a state, not a military officer, 
and his title is Attorney General. Compare that with Notary Public -- would you address such an officer as 
"Public John Jones"? 

Another frequently-heard misusage occurs from a misunderstanding of the meaning of "than. It should 
be used only in cases of comparison: "longer than, sweeter than, younger than" another thing. Now, 
"different" cannot be compared -- a thing is either different from another, or it is the same as the other. 

a 
Lastly, my pet peeve among malapropisms: the misplaced NOT! Example: "All men are not good." Some 
men certainly are good, so give them credit by limiting the denigrating statement to "Not all men are 
good" or the undiplomatic "Some men are bad"! 

H. H. R. 

*Malapropism: ma1 b p r o p s  = inappropriate; grotesque misuse of a word -- from Mrs. Malaprop in Sheridan's play The Rivals. 

Thanks, Helen, for some interesting cultural information-Ed. 
Note: We hope she won't take offense if we offer the following genetic information: 

A patient's family gathered to hear what the medical specialists had to say. 

"Things don't look good. The only chance is a brain transplant. This is an experimental procedure. It might 
work, but the bad news is that brains are very expensive, and you will have to pay the costs yourselves. "Well, 
how much does a brain cost?" asked the relatives. "For a male brain, $500,000. For a female brain, 
$200,000." All the men nodded in understanding, and a few actually smirked. Then the patient's daughter 
asked, "Why the difference in price between male brains and female brains?" "Oh, that's a standard pricing 
practice, " said the head of the team. "Women's brains have to be marked down because they're used." 
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