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Researching the past for future generations 

Legends Live Forever, Sept. 1-8, Austin 
Countdown to FCS-ACS-TSGS Conference 

A national genealogy conference comes to Austin September 8-1 1. This annual four-day 
Federation of Genealogical Societies conference is co-sponsored locally by Austin Genealogical 
Society and Texas State Genealogical Society. 

AGS past president Marilyn Maniscalco Henley is the local society co-chair for the 
conference and AGS members head many committees, including Charles Locklin as registration 
chair; Charlie Lowe as volunteer chair; Karel Danford as banquet chair; and James Hollas and 
Pat Oxley as exhibits co-chairs. 

AGS members Robert Casey, Charles Locklin and Peter Maxson are among the 57 
lecturers scheduled to present programs at the conference. Here’s a taste of those lectures: 
Writing your family story, Texas and the southwest U.S., Immigration and naturalization, Social 
hstory in genealogy, Foreign research, Ethn~c and religious research, plus many, many more. 

Brochures and registration materials will be available soon, so put it on your calendar 
now: Sept. 8-1 1, Austin Convention Center. And I know Marilyn’s looking for some committee 
workers, so give her a call and volunteer to help out when those 2,000 genealogists come to 
Texas trying to kick down and climb over their brick walls. 

Alana Moehring Mallard 
Editor, AGS Quarterly 
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Happy Hunting Ground 
Edited by Lorrie Foster Henderson 

BLJ“S/DELANEY Seeking the record of NANCY JAWE DEWY, maiden name, B m .  Nancy 
was the sister of my 3rd great-grandfather. She m. ISAAC DEMEY and moved to Texas, where 
she d. in Feb 1857, in Bellville, Austin Co., Texas. She was close to her brother ANDREW 
JACKSON BUTTS who lived in Austin (City or County of?) at the time. He is said to have 
composed an obituary for her and had it placed in a local paper (see above; unclear which place). 
I hope a record may be found that will tell about her and whether she left a family at the time of 
her death. (Answered by Happy Hunting Ground Editor and directed to the Center for American 
History, the University of Texas at Austin, Sid Richardson Hall 2.109, Austin, Texas 78712; 
5 12-495-45 15 which has obituaries and newspapers from many places, particularly Texas and 
the Mississippi Valley area, among other resources.) 

Linda Kenat, P.O. Box 2398, Spring Valley, CA 91979-2398 

SCWLZEMREBS Searchng for information on my great-great grandfather, AUGUST C. 
SCHULZE, who came from Elle, Hanover, Germany, to Cat Springs, Texas, 1854. He was a 
farmer who had one daughter, EMELIE SC’HULZE, who m. HENRY AMTHOR in Austin Co., 
Texas, 22 June 1859. The latter lived in Cat Sprints and Bellville, Texas area. August also had 
one son, ADOLPH S C ~ L Z E ,  b. 18 Feb 1829 in Germany. He m. MARIE KF~EBS 22 Dec 1859 in 
Bellville, Texas. After marriage they lived on their f m  in Shelby, Texas. They were my great- 
grandparents. Information on August C. Schulze came from a book, “The Cat Springs Story.” 
Marriage records in Austin County show a different spelling, AMELIA SCHULZE. 

Loretta (Hartfield) Eeonhardt, 278 John Craft Road, Red Rock, Texas 78662-2658; 
e-mail lorettaleonhardt@yahoo.com 

HARTFIEL(D)/PLAGENS 
HARTFIEL or HARTFIELD and HENRIETTE PUGENS, m 23 Dec 1868 in Texas; both b. in 
Germany, where I do not know. Emil was b. 23 Aug 1840; Henriette was b. 25 Dec 1839. Both 
are buried at Frelsburg Lutheran Church Cemetery, Frelsburg, Colorado Co., Texas. Emil d. at 
home 13 Nov 1915,2 miles north of Frelsburg; information from death certificate. Henriette d. 2 
June 1916. They had 6 children: GUSTAV HEHWRICH b. 31 Aug 1869; HENRY JULIUS b. 12 Oct 
187 1 ; WILHELIM F. b. 16 Dec. 1877; BENRIETTE b. 3 1 Jan 1877; O n 0  EMIL ADOLPH b. 18 
Dec 1877; Otto PAUL P.M. b 19 May 1882. 

Searching for information on my great-grandparents, EMIL 

Loretta (Hartfield) Eeonhardt, 278 John Craft Road, Red Rock, Texas 78662-2658; 
e-mail lorettaleonhardt@yahoo.com 

Write Lorrie F. Henderson, Happy Hunting Ground Editor, 5722 Highland Hills Dr., Austin, Texas 
78731-4244 or call her at 51 2-451-231 2. Include at least one f i r s t  name, date and place per 
query and use names of months and the two capital letters for states. Queries are free, but if a 
reply i s  desired, include SASE and 1 OU/page plus postage upon receipt of reply. Editorial 
comments are in parentheses. 
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An Iowa Christmas 
By Lorrie Henderson, Austin, Texas 

I don’t think I would recognize the house without the umbrella tree under which my brother Art 
and I played on the front lawn whle our mother visited her friend, Lucia Fordyce, for a couple of 
hours every week or so in about October and November that year. We never questioned why or 
what they were doing all that time, while we were not allowed inside. What year was it? How old 
were we then? Without thinking, I can say that it was Mount Vernon, a small college town 
southeast of Cedar Rapids in east-central Iowa. But what year, and what were they doing all 
those hours? 

It must have been about 1932. The preceding Christmas, I had received my first (and 
only) “big” doll, named Flossy Flirt, with hair, wakehleep eyes, hard composition head and legs, 
soft cotton-covered body and rubber arms (which later partly melted and one elbow broke in the 
heat). So I must have been eight, and Art approaching his fifth birthday on Chnstmas. 

As fall and then winter and cold weather came, the lumberyard delivered the “hard coal 
through the cellar window with a chute, and the furnace was stoked to heat the house in the early, 
early morning after being banked all night. We began to hover around the registers in the dming 
room and living room after supper and after homework was done. 

Preparations were started for Christmas: Colored paper chains were made, using edges of 
bright flyers thrown into the yard during the rest of the year (no commercial construction paper!). 
Cranberries were purchased, some to string for the tree, others to make the traditional relish. 
Popcorn popped in the long-handled shaker which was held over the flame of the gas stove, 
some we ate, but this popcorn was for the tree, and like the cranberries, was strung on the thread 
pulled through the kernels with a large needle. The string of lights was brought down fiom the 
attic and each bulb tested, for is one were burned out, none would light up! Replacements might 
need to be bought from the locally owned dime store. Presents were mostly home-made; Mother 
showed me how to make a sewing box for Aunt Bertha out of a cigar box someone gave us, 
using cotton cloth to cover the box inside and out, and the lid padded with cotton; a few needles 
and pins stuck in to hint what it was for! 

southeast, past the cemetery where my grandparents and Uncle Russell Bair and Aunt Bertha 
would later be put to rest. Past the sewage plant, where we held our noses when we walked out to 
the farm in the summer; around the comer, and on by Aunt Bertha’s mother, and diabetic brother 
Frank’s place, and a little farther, up the lane to the farmhouse where my grandparents had 
bought in 1912, moving from Iowa County. 

father returned from WWI, the house was occupied by various ones, including my parents on 
their marriage in March that year. Later, Uncle Russell and Aunt Bertha bought it, so t h s  was 
where Bill headed that day, about a week before Christmas. 

Probably the first owners had planted the row of long-needle pines up on a ridge across a 
small valley from the house. This was a common practice, as evergreens made good windbreaks 
all year. Bill was following an old family custom of cutting two branches from one of the pines, 
then he carried or drug them back the mile to our house where they were lashed back-to-back, 
put into a bucket with water to keep them fresh and stones to hold them upright, and this was our 
Christmas tree. Think about it: The branches were the triangle shape, and two of them gave the 

Older brother Bill made the trek out to the old family farm, a mile out of town to the 

When they moved into town to semi-retire in early 19 19, and the three older sons and my 
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fullness! So then we set about decorating with our homemade goodies, the one string of lights, 
and little paper drawings of stars, etc. Of course, we also had a few of the old-fashioned baubles 
and a star for the very top. 

Chnstmas Eve was a big town event, with a program at the high school auditorium that 
everyone attended. Sluts and readings were done by the kids attending the surrounding country 
schools; there were solos and choirs and sing-alongs. Then, the moment all waited for: “Jingle 
Bells” with Santa Claus (the local short, chubby dentist, Dr. Bigger) coming down the aisle, with 
his jolly “Ho, Ho, Ho!” and bag of candy slung across his back! All the children lined up to go 
on stage and get the sweet ribbons, raspberry and other treats, with a pat on the head. Home 
everyone went to await the morning, and hopefully presents, not a lump of coal. 

At last it was time to get up and see what was left under the tree. Art had birthday 
presents as well (later saying that he, instead of feeling slighted, felt honored to be born on that 
special day, even if h s  birthday cake was a fruitcake!). 

persuaded me to pick her up, and there were all the new clothes she and her friend Lucia had 
handmade all those hours whle Art and I played under the umbrella tree. 

Later we all went to Uncle Russels’s for A r t ’ s  birthday/Chnstmas dinner, where Aunt 
Bertha had prepared a duck, dressing, vegetables, homegrown canned peaches, and we bowed 
our heads in thanks. 

I found my same doll as last year and started to cry! There she lay in an open box. Mother 

Krebs Family Reunion 
By Loretta (Hartfield) Leonhardt 

Descendants of Heinrich and Dorothea (Keidel) Krebs gathered at the American Legion Hall in 
Shelby, Texas, Fayette County, on Sept. 2 1 for the 46th annual family reunion. Heinrich and 
Dorothea and their eighl children, Wilhelm, Franz, Marie, Otto, Theodore, Edward, Hermann 
and Julius left Alberbuittel, Hanover, Germany for their journey to Texas, arriving at Galveston, 
Texas on Nov. 27,1847. 

a.m. with color-coded name tags used as in years passed. Family members could easily identify 
other family members of their ancestor. 

NIilroy Krebs asked the table prayer before the noon meal was served. A delicious meal 
of roast beef and all the trimmings was served, followed by homemade desserts and Blue Bell ice 
cream. Famly members still make those good, old German cakes, pies and cookies. 

reunion and it was agreed to have another reunion in September 2004 at ths same American 
Legion Hall in Shelby. Ail the Krebs Family Reunions were held at this same hall. Also, the 
German soda water will again be enjoyed next year. Secretary Maxine Rudolff read the minutes 
and gave a treasurer’s report from last year’s reunion. 

Judy Chovanec talked about the Krebs Family Cemetery, family birth, death and 
marriages in 2002 and updates for the Krebs Family History Book. Edgar and Ida (Krause) 
Schmidt from Round Top, Texas, were the longest married couple. Adolph Schmidt from Seguin 
was the oldest person attending. Darrell and Charlene Camerer and their daughter Cathy from 
Oklahoma drove the furthest distance. 

One hundred family members attended this 46th Krebs Reunion. Registration began at 10 

President Windell Rudolff opened the business meeting. He welcomed everyone to this 
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Austin Genealogical Society Audit Report for the Year 2002 

September 03,2003 

Having examined the 2002 Wells Fargo Bank Account and AGS Financial Reports, I submit the 
following report: 

The Wells Fargo Bank Account is correct and consistent, month by month, and the beginning 
balance of $6,474.55 and the ending balance of $10,778.91 is fully reconcilable. The only exception is 
three checks written for more than $1,000 that were not cosigned by the President, or Acting President, 
per Article V, Section 7, of the Bylaws. All three of these checks were for legitimate Society business. 

The AGS Financial Reports aleough accurate and well documented do not track month to month 
with the bank statements. This is due to the timing of the bank statement, always closed on the last day of 
the month, and the Financial Reports, which are closed earlier in order to report at the monthly meetings 
held on the last Tuesday of the month. 

not track with the bank balance due to the aforementioned timing difference. For instance, there is a 
$456.06 difference between the ending balance at Wells Fargo and the AGS Financial Reports. This 
difference can be partially explained by a $150 transaction on 12/03/02. Check # 140 1 was written to the 
Postmaster for a Bulk Mail Deposit. This check reduced the bank account by $150, but because it is listed 
on the AGS books as a Bulk Mail asset it actually caused a $300 difference between the year-end 
balances of the bank account and the AGS book. This difference will zero out when the postal account is 
reduced by usage over time. The balance of the difference is explained by the timing of when the books 
are closed. 

prudent care has been taken with regard to the Society assets using the current accounting practices. 

exposure, but an exposure nonetheless. 

The Financial Reports beginning balance of $6,265.27, and ending balance of $1 1,234.97, will 

The results of my audit is that the Society books and the bank accounts are accurate and that 

Attached are several suggestions for the board to consider. I feel these items represent a small 

Respectfully submitted, . 

Phillip W. Roberts, Sr. 
Audit Committee 

Suggestions: 
1. Review the $1000 co-signature requirement in the Bylaws. Is this a valid requirement, and would it be 
burdensome if quick action was necessary? 
2. Revisit the threshold for checks written without Board approval. For instance, of 74 checks written 14 
were for more than $250. Should these checks have had Board approval? 
3. As soon as practical change the accounting practice and close the Society books on the last day of the 
month, thereby aligning with bank procedures. This will make monthly and yearly balancing and auditing 
easier. Also, notify the board and membership that the information presented at the monthly meetings are 
as of the end of business the previous month. 
4. Examine the practice of canying assets and liabilities, reducing the possibility of having books out of 
balance. 
5. Find a volunteer accountant that would help revamp the Society accounting practices. 
6. Consider the possibility of securing someone outside the Society to provide the audit report at the end 
of the year. 

I will be willing to discuss any of these suggestions with the board. 
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Letters to Texas from Tennessee Cousins 
By Inez Eppright, Austin, Texas 

My great-grandmother, Margaret Reese Watkins Cardwell, came to Texas from East Tennessee, 
around Grainger, Jefferson and Hamblen counties. Some of these letters were written to her 
daughter, Margaret “LOU” Cardwell Brewer, and some were written to Lou’s husband, Dr. John 
Brewer. 

Margaret Watluns Cardwell had a number of brothers and sisters. Margaret, her sister 
Thompsey (referred to in one letter as Aunt Tom), her brother Lawson and their mother came to 
Texas. Most of the other siblings stayed in Tennessee (one brother moved to Arkansas). The 
writers of the letters seem to have been daughters of Margaret Watkins Cardwell’s brother John 
Watluns. One thing does confuse me, though. That is that the letters are signed Alice, Sarah, 
Mary and Lou. Among others, John had daughters named Lou, Mary and Sarah Alice. I don’t 
know if the letters from Alice and Sarah were from the same person and just signed differently. I 
can’t find another Alice or another Sarah whom I think might have written. 

My favorite of all the letters is the one written to John dated July 3 1, 1884, and the 
excerpt from the letter, most of which was lost. 

Locust Slant Tenn 
Nov 17st 1878 

Darling Cousin 
Mrs. M. L. Brewer 

I presume you are begining to think I am not going to answer your letter atol. but let me 
inform you are very much mistaken. I thought I would wait until I had some news to Write you. I 
tell you we are having more weddings in our vicinity this Fall than I ever heard of before 
Cousin Sallie Watkins was married the 13 of this month to Mr. John E. Galbraith of Mill Spring. 
We had a gay time at the wedding and infair. Wirt Miss Carrie Galbraith Mr. Henry Titsworth 
and myself were the waiters, I don’t think Sallie was scared one bit, but cousin John had the 
shakes pretty badly. I don’t think cousin John is atol hansome, but one of the best fellows I ever 
saw. I feel real sorry for Aunt Louisa, her last daughter is married now and she will be so 
lonesome. I expect she will have a new daughterinlaw before long but you know that wont be 
like her own child it is Brit that is talking about marrying now. to Miss Kate Jarnagin, she is one 
of their near neighbors, have been courting a long time. they are coming up next Saturday and 
stay all night and day with us, we are also looking for cousin John and Sallie on Sunday wish 
you could be with us all I know we we would have a nice time. 

Well I like to forgot to tell you the best news (or at least the strangest) and that is that 
cousin Mary and Martha Talbott are married. they were married 7th of this month. both married 
the same evening. I tell you that was quite a surprise to most every person. they had lived single 
so long we all thought they would never marry. but they fooled us certain, they were 40 yrs old 
and getting toleraby gray cousin Martha married Mr. Jessie Sunderland and cousin Mary Mr. 
George Bowen I think cousin Martha married a splendid fellow, don’t know much about Mr. 
Bowen. I think we are going to have two or three more weddings soon, but I cant tell you who 
they are until1 I know for certain. I declare I am getting a little uneasy about me ever getting off, 
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but I have one consoleing thought and that is I may have some hopes until1 I am forty yrs old and 
then get off like cousin Mary and Martha. 

Well I must stop my nonsense for I feel so drowsy and bad I expect I have got quite a 
mixture of what I have written. How is little sweet Henry getting along? I would like so much to 
see h m  this evening. We have little Emmas and Lawsons pictures framed. I think they are so 
pretty, and I never saw sweeter loohng children when did you hear ffom Uncle Lawson? Much 
love to all and lots of kisses for little H hope to get hrs picture soon. Write soon to 

Your cousin 
Alice. 

Locust Slant 
May 29, 1879 

Dear Cousin 
Mrs. Lou Brewer. 

As we havn’t heard from any of you for sometime, I will attempt @ answer your very 
interesting missive something I should have done ere this but I am so lazzy about writing (as 
well as every thing else) I most always neglect it too long. Well now I have commenced I dont 
know that I can thnk of any thing that will be interesting to you. I have been staying at home 
very close all spring, havn’t been to any picnics or any thing of the lund for sometime. Cousin 
Herd Comfort and Mollie were up last Friday. Mollie stayed with us until Monday and Mary and 
I went home with her, saw Cousin Billie he was on €us way to Knoxville on some business 
wasn’t with him but a short time, we heard this week Billie Louis had the fever hain’t heard from 
hm for several days but hope he is recuperating. I am very sorry you couldn’t come to see us 
while you were in Alabama we all talked about you while you were there thought probably you 
would surprise us by a visit, but alas; the brightest hopes are often blighted. I was real sorry you 
didn’t have enough of little Henrys pictures taken to send me one for I don’t know of any thmg 
that would please me more than to receive his picture. tell Cousin John I am getting rather 
uneasy about getting his picture dont thnk he is going to send it atol. tell Cousin Alice I have 
heard several compliments passed on hers. thnk if she would come out she would soon captivate 
some of our Tennessee gents for good looking ladies are few and far between in this part of the 
country. 

Well I must close for the present, this leaves us all well except Lou she had been sick for ‘bout 
five weeks was confined to her bed three weeks but is going about now. cousin Pipe Hunter was 
to see her today he had been to see Billie L said he was going about now. Hope to hear from you 
soon. 

When did you hear from Aunt Mary Cardwells family? they have quit writing to us. 

Lovingly, 
Alice 

P S - Inclosed you will find Barshas Tomies and Lous cards which they send you for a keep 
sake. 

s c  
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Christmas Gift 

November 2003 

Locust Slant E. Term 
Dec 25th 1879. 

Dear Cousin. 
Dr. J. C. Brewer, 

‘Tis with much pleasure that I attempt to communicate through the silent yet expressive 
medium of the pen, how much more pleasant it would be could the conversation be verbal I was 
real sony to hear of cousin Lou having a felon on her thumb. hope it is well ere this for they are 
so very painful (or at least I have heard they were) I never experienced it myself. Well cousin 
how are you spending this sombrous Chnstmas day? if you are like me you dont hardly realize 
that it is Christmas, for i t  is so rainy and bad every person have to stay housed up I havn’t got 
any Christmas presents as yet but will still have some hopes until the week is out, as I hardly 
ever miss getting something. 

Cousin Addie Watkins was married the 16th of this month to Mr. Berk Justice of 
Talbotts. think he is an honest energetic fellow and will make Addie a good husband hope so any 
way; Mary Tommie and Lou went to the wedding said they had a splendid supper and plenty 
music, Wirt and Miss Addie Bettis were the attendants, they only had one couple. believe that is 
all the lun that have married since I wrote last. dont know of any more that will step off soon. 
there has been a Watkins lady married every fall for three in succession, but dont guess there will 
be any next fall unless they call on our little band for there isn’t but one more and she is rather 
young Reckon old Santa Clause loaded little Henry with Christmas presents, would like so much 
to see his sweet face this morning, cousin John I have been begging cousin Lou for a long time to 
have his picture taken and send me now I will try you a clip and see how I come out. I don’t 
know of any thing that would afford me more pleasure unless it would be to see his natural face. 

Papa went to the Station yesterday evening and Brother sent us all some nice oranges, tell 
little Henry to run over to see me and I will give him some and some pretty red apples. apples are 
very scarce in our vicinity this winter. they are so imperfect they don’t keep well. We are having 
some cold weather at last we have had more pretty warm weather this fall and winter than I ever 
remember seeing before but expect we will have enough cold now to pay up for it. 

Well I must close as I can’t think of any thing that will interest you, excuse all mistakes 
and write soon, you and cousin both for I am always glad to hear from any of you. With my best 
love to all and many kisses for the little one, I am as ever. 

Your affectionate Cousin 
Sarah. 

Home June 3,1884 

Cousin John. 
Dr. J. C. Brewer: 

As I promised in my last letter I would write you guess I had best do it or you might form 
a poor opinion of me, and I don’t want you to do that I want you to see that I am a girl of my 
word. 

waltzing around through Chicago about this time you would get to see all the “big men” I would 
like to see them but would hate for any person to set me down in the city by myself. I reckon by 

Well cousin this is a big day with the Republicans isn’t it? now wouldn’t you like to be 
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